Report on Dissertation plan and progress:
(Dissertation working title: Gender and its norms in Ancient Egypt and how it transfers/reflects into Modern Egypt

Research Aims and reasoning for the topic of this Dissertation

This dissertation aims to examine Gender and its norms both in Ancient and Modern Egypt and discusses the similarities and differences. What is fundamental to Egypt in terms of Gender? Has Egypt changed from its original Gender norms, and if so, when did this change occur? What provoked the change in Gender norms? How has feminism affected Egypt?

This is an incredibly interesting area to go into depth with. Gender is considered to be one of the fundamental aspects one looks at when identifying a Civilisation in many people’s lists. 
Furthermore, doing my Independent Project last year as an investigation into Gender in Ancient Egypt, whilst it did not go into a great level of depth, Gender and Ancient Egypt became an area of interest to me, which now leads to examining it in further detail for my dissertation.

Literature Review

There is a large amount of information available on the topic of Gender in Ancient Egypt, making examining Gender in this period of time easy, with the exception in that much, of the information available concerning Gender in Ancient Egypt focuses on the female side of the equation. This leaves me with the difficulty of finding information that focuses on the male area of Gender. Information on men in Ancient Egypt is available, but more often than not needs to be found by examining the female perspective and what it would mean for males in Ancient Egypt.  Hopefully, I will find more information on men as I go further into the information and research available. I will also be examining the impact of religion on Gender, which thus far indicates that whilst religion was prevalent in Ancient Egypt, it did not wholly affect life as religion has in other cultures. 
For example, in many religions, marriage is a religious ceremony binding two people together as one, whereas in Ancient Egypt, it was not considered in a religious light, but more as a contract or business deal on some level in order to join estates and families together. This is not to say, however, that arranged marriages as we understand them took place in Ancient Egypt, merely that the ceremony did not have religious connotations.

In terms of examining Gender in Modern Egypt, information is certainly available, though there is an issue in that much of what you look at in this area is impacted by the varied amount of religions in Egypt (Islam being the most known by the world in general in relation to Egypt) these religions each impact the culture and the state of the country in their own way. This, I think, will be the hardest area for me to look at, as I have never done so before and am thus starting from a position of ignorance.

All the research so far towards this topic as a Dissertation indicates that beyond a few minor comparisons that do not go beyond a short sentence, no in-depth work and comparison has been done to link Ancient and Modern Egypt in terms of Gender and its norms. This gives me a ‘niche in the market’ so to speak, which covers the criteria of looking at a new area of study for my Dissertation. It certainly helps that this interests me.

Methodology 

I will be using a wide variety of sources and in-depth research in order to fully investigate the topic of my Dissertation and answer each of the questions that appear in the aims above to the best of my ability. Admittedly, most of my resources currently focus on factual research and literary sources that I can find, but I intend to branch out into further areas of information. 

For example, I aim to get information from people from Egypt (either Egyptian or those who have lived there) from either an interview or a questionnaire as a means of primary information to give a better understanding of Gender in Modern Egypt. This will lead to a question of bias, but a large pool of results will cut down on this considerably. Unfortunately, thus far only one person has offered to work with me in this area.

I am also currently working on a timeline of key events in Modern Egypt in order to give me a better understanding of the state of the country, which naturally would affect the culture. Much of what I can note in this area at this current time is that Egypt has gone through many regimes and has had regular contact with war. It is currently on its 20th point, though fortunately is relatively close to the end.

Further information will be gained by going to museums, Egyptology departments, etc, and seeing what is available for my area of study. Hopefully, the people at these places will help me in my research. I plan a trip to Swansea this year in order to see their Egyptology department and talk to the people who work there in order to gain further information, and hopefully some advice on how to find more information.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Whilst not a clear piece of methodology in terms of progress to be made in areas of research, the title of my dissertation needs refining. Currently it is in the phase of being a working title that covers the general idea of my dissertation. As my work progresses it will be refined to suit the information and outcome of my research.

In terms of bias, I anyone who reads my dissertation must be aware that there will likely be on some level a personal bias to my work in terms of being used to looking at Gender and its norms from the standpoint of a white, British young woman used to her own culture and norms. A concerted effort will be made to not produce a work that has bias. 


