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Enhancing children’s language development through storytelling 
This paper will discuss and evaluate the benefits of storytelling not only for children language but also for children holistic development. Another aspect that will be analysing in this paper is 3 key aspects that relate storytelling with children literacy. These aspect will be reputation, props and puppets and lastly colourful images. Lastly, this paper will discuss how relevant theories and frameworks believe in the importance of traditional storytelling and digital storytelling. 
Children are active participants in their language acquisition but (Speaker, No Date) state that language development goes much deeper than this. Children who are exposed to storytelling have greater opportunity to achieve better language acquisition, holistic development and also support their literacy and oracy skills (Speaker, No Date). Another factor is Jong (2020), also believes that traditional storytelling and digital storytelling play a significant role in supporting children’s language, literacy, and numeracy, it also emphasise that it is a vital part of a child’s life. Cowley (2018) believes that children engage and follow storytelling by listening and watching. 
Puppet and Props 
In approaching this Afiif (2021) suggest that puppet and props is a beneficial way to tell a story to children and that it also allows children in the early years to develop their language skills. Fauziah (2022) also agrees that puppets and props through story telling is one the most effective ways in support children language and communication. Secondly, it can also help children to feel a sense of curiosity which would support children’s imaginative skills and creative skills (Fauziah, 2022). 
The New curriculum for Wales framework (2022), is a statutory guided that all schools must follow, it states that literature support imagination and inspires creativity and they also suggest that schools in Wales should develop children’s speaking skills before focusing on children’s writing as they believe it will play a key role in children’s life now and in the future. 
The second aspect to note is that using puppets and props when telling a story can support children to really focus on the story, for example the characters and the setting. To expand on this, it can help children to visualize the story by the action the practitioner or parents/carers may be using (Puppet play and story days, No Date). One of the most important considerations of this study is that using puppets through storytelling can support children’s development of language as it supports children to learn how to communicate with others (Peck, 2020). 
It is often said that when using puppet or props through storytelling that it can help children’s early oral language skills,  it can also support when they are older with reading comprehension (Puppet play and story days, No Date). Children may also learn to retell the story to their friends, practitioners or parents which would encourage children to use new words, correct grammar and to use long answers (Puppet play and story days, No Date). ). In other words, children will become more enthusiastic if puppets and props are used in children’s learning process in the early years. 
Puppets and props can also be considered for children to have a feeling of a sense of belonging and help attachment. Following this, when children see characters from a story feeling sad, angry, or happy children may relate to these emotions themselves and puppet during storytelling can also help children to feel a sense of empathy (Puppet play and story days, No Date). 
Storytelling allows children to develop their language and literacy skills naturally and helps children to use the language more effectively Peck (2022). Another argument is Peck (2022) states that children also develop critical thinking skills which will enable children in the future to read more complex stories. 
Maslow theory emphasises the importance of feeling a sense of belonging and how children’s emotional needs are important for children to feel a sense of being and feeling a part of a group, being accepted and that children feel included in any environment (Mcleo, 2024). Another Factor is that Maslow hierarchy of needs suggest that not only does feel a sense of belonging help children emotional development, but it can also support emotional well-being and physical health (Samule, 2023). 
On the other hand, Edna waidell cravitz (No Date) argues that practitioner or parents/carers do not need props to tell a good story they believe that props and puppets can distract children. To expand on this children may have all of their focus on the object’s instead of the timeline of the story. Edna waidell cravitz (No Date), also believe that some story is do not necessarily need props, and that body language and tone of voice is all children need to be engaged. Kuala (2021), also agree body language and gestures should always be the main focus when it come to storytelling. 
Repetition 
Literacy devices (No Date) defines repetition as a literacy devices using a word or phrase 2 or more times when speaking or writing. Repetition should also be used within close proximity as it can give the storyteller audience a memorable experience to remember the story Literacy devices (No Date).
In approaching this, an adult’s brain may find that listening to songs and stories repeatedly may be monotonous but on the other hand when children hear songs or stories being repeated their brain reacts differently (Krabbenhoft No Date).
 BBC (2025) claim’s that children and babies need stories with repetition in order to thrive, meaning that when babies hear these words or phrases, they can make connection between the word and the object. Children do not learn words straight away; children learn new words when their parents/career communicate with them about, what is their doing and what is happening. Expanding on this, if babies are asked these questions, they will understand the pattern (BBC 2025). Montessori theory believe that repetition is one of the most important concepts as it allows children brain to strengthen (The Montessori Academy 2017). 
In fact, children develop a new experiences when they hear these words or phrases, this means that children will start knowledge the book and start to notice things. For a child’s development this support a child’s brain development and to build memory. The Welsh Government (2015), states that in order for children to develop words and sounds, carers and parents have a duty to ensure that they speak to the child before they are born and after as this supports a child to develop language skills.
Early babbling is also influenced by a newborn social environment and that a child’s environment play an important role in transitioning a child’s babbling into language. Bergelson (2020), also agree that when adult respond to children sounds such as babbling it can support children to start vocalizing more word which can practically support children language development. Bergelson (2020), also agree that when adult respond to children sounds such as babbling it can support children to start vocalizing more word which can practically support children language development. 
In the early stages of a child’s life practitioner or parents/careers should point at the words that are being repeated in the story, as this allows children to hear the words as well as seeing them (Queensland’s Government, 2023). Penguin (2020), also explain that pointing at words while reading to children that they will start to recognize the words that are being repeated in the story which will enable to learn how to read and write. Repetition has the ability to ensure that children learn grammatical structure, letter, and words (Penguin, 2020). 
One of the many reasons that repetition is crucial for literacy is because it can reinforce learning which means children from a pathway of new connections which is necessarily to reinforce these new connections which make children ready to read (The Literacy Architects, 2025). Repetition can not only support children’s reading and writing but it can support children’s self-esteem, confidence, and memory. The Literacy Architects (2025), states that the power of repetition can help children succeed and it has a long term affect on their brain development. 
Steiner theory believes that repetition and rhythm should be used in children’s life weekly, daily, and yearly activities as it one the most important concepts for children’s development (The Education Hub, 2020). Having a routine such as telling a story with repetition or having a daily routine can make children feel like the have a sense of safety and security (The Education Hub, 2020).
Expressive gestures 
Fire story (2022) emphasis the power that expressive gestures have during storytelling. Expanding on this gestures, facial expression and tone of voice can amplify the emotional impact storytelling can have on children and how it can provide a more positive experiences for the children. Wicke (2020) believes that when telling a story to children, practitioner or parents/carers should bring the story to life by motion, space, and timing. This allows children to explore the story physically using multiple tools that make the story come alive. Considering this it will also support children development to let them explore their emotions. 
Another factor is that body language and passion through movement can draw attention of the children, and they can also see the critical moments of the story through expressive gestures (Fire story, 2022). One the most important consideration of this study is that Ruhlemann (2024) believe that expressive gestures play a key role in storytelling. This sources also believes that when children are shown these types of expressive gestures, they will copy these gestures themselves when reading a story Ruhlemann (2024). 
Also, another reason that expressive gesturesKid is beneficial during storytelling is that it one the most crucial aspect of language and literacy this is because it helps children to learn how to speak, structure of the story, social emotional growth, and creative thinking (Ingov, 2020).
Expressive gestures support children’s oral and writing in many ways as it allows to express their needs and emotions by pointing at objects which they then will develop in speech and their own native language (Kid Sense, 2024). This source tell us BBC (No Date) states that, by 18 weeks of the baby being in the womb their ears send signals of sounds around them, and they also develop the sound of their mother’s voice and research show that early language development may begin from birth (BBC, No Date). To emphasize on this, not only does the baby in the womb learn language but it also learns the characteristics of the mother voice (Parteanen, No Date). 
Following this, not only does it benefit children language, but it can also encourage children to be more engaged and focused by listening which means child’s use of vocabulary and words may be added to their language which would support children’s oral language skills (Afiif, 2021). Storytelling through expressive gestures can support children to develop a concept through looking at pictures that can then develop into words (Kid Sense, 2024).
Digital literacy: 
In schools there is a digital framework which states , have to use digital competence throughout the school curriculum, schemes, and digital literacy (Ferrari, 2012). This framework believes that digital competence helps schools to achieve good outcomes and practice which will help children in the future with technology. 
Secondly, not only does it help children learn how to problem solve but it can also support myself in storytelling, this means I am able to use digital competence through storytelling by using patterns and sequences in everyday activity that will help children development (The Digital competence Framework for Wales, No Date). Steiner (2016) believe that promoting ICT skills will help children to become active learners, but these tools should be adjusted to children’s ability and pace, and this should be done over a period of time (Sabiri, 2019). 
Another factor is that this source believes that teachers and parents/carers do not have enough resources and training to be able to provide the best support for children to learn about technology (Sabiri, 2019). Aubrey & Dahl (2015) and Levy and Marsh (2011), both agree that young children are exposed at an early age to digital technology but they believe that parents/carers are a duty to protect children from from the internet. On the other hand Wohlwend (No Date) agrues that children are attacheted to technologly which means children are not exposed to play which means it can effect children development. 
The Digital competence Framework for Wales (No Date), suggest that when children learn digital skills that they can learn different skills, such as communication, collaborative skills and learn how to be creative. We cannot ignore the fact that digital literacy can allows children to develop ICT skills such as problem solving and building up knowledge effectively and critically which can help children cognitive development (Ferrari, 2012).
Conclusion 
To concluded we can see by all the information gathered that storytelling play a key role in children’s oral, writing, reading and digital literacy. Theory has also showed the importance of attachment through storytelling  which support children’s development. Finally, it also shows the positive and negatives affect the digital technology can have on children in the early years and how frameworks are put into place to support this. 
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