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The primary motive the authors behind this chapter seems to be the social and cultural impact that opium had in China and Chinese society, using an anthropological rather than strictly economic approach. The authors begin by underlining that the introduction of Opium into the East Asia region had a significant effect on the history of region, but especially China. “It presented Chinese States from Qing Empire to People’s Republic with unparalleled opportunities to intervene in the lives of Chinese citizens and indeed demanded they do so” (p.1).This statement suggests early on that the Chinese could no longer continue with the same system of governance or social hierarchy they had been having, this statement also underlines a marked shift in the social and sometimes even personal intervention the government is taking in its citizens. Next the authors continue to highlight the institutions and hierarchies that were created as a result of the introduction of the opium trade, highlighting the systematic methods deployed by stating, “… they set up commercial organizations and networks…”(p.2)

It is clear from early on in the text that the authors take a balanced view on the topic jumping from a western perspective to a Chinese perspective usually in the same paragraph, while re-battling and criticizing their own points. They to bring up the “moral considerations” argument over the opium trade using a philosophical approach to ground the argument. Stating opium was used to highlight the conflict of cultures between the west and their free trade versus the closed of Chinese and in fact war would have broken out over anything, then rebutting the same point by stating “foreigners wantonly even consciously used opium to victimize the Chinese”(p.3).The authors highlight the social effects as well that opium is having on the society; “Abuse of opium eroded self-esteem and shamed the nation”(p.7) from this statement I can deduce that there is a mass psychological recognition of shame and humiliation. The authors say these effects are far reaching and even Chinese in the diaspora cannot escape this stigma. The authors take time to break down what a regime is, what part it plays it plays in the opium wars and brings to our attention what role words have in the way we perceive a narrative and a piece of history. A theme of organization and strong institutions being made as a result of the opium trade is evident. “Opium prompted the formation of regimes to pursue political, economic and even cultural arrangements that otherwise would not have been possible… the commodity established a major commodity linking Asian trade … notably through Singapore and Hong Kong.”(p.12) In my analysis of this specific quote, it seems to me that, the opium wars laid the foundations and begun a mindset shift that the Chinese needed for their economic boom. For me this is bolstered by the statement “The production of native opium did many things in the process: facilitate Chinese capital accumulation, expand the money supply, knit internal trade networks, and redistribute wealth away from the coast.”(p.13)

The authors use a variety of sources, from statistics, to newspaper articles. My main take away from this piece of work is the way the drastic way the opium wars shaped social institutions and social thought in China.
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