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Policing in 2022- The impact of technology 
This support paper will discuss the impact of technology within the police force. Equipment such as body worn cameras are helping officers as they are used to protect themselves and the public. According to Metropolitan police (2022) body worn cameras are small, visible devices which are attached to officer’s uniforms. They capture audio and video footage of interactions between the police and members of the public. By capturing video and audio evidence it will back up the officer’s allegations of the suspect which will help back up the case when it reaches court, the video will be played in court and will show everything that happened in the situation. This is having a positive impact on policing as it is a luxury to fall back on as it is there for officer’s safety and it provides evidence in court. According to People safe (2021) footage is often recorded onto an internal storage device. At the end of the shift officer’s shift, the footage is then uploaded to a secure digital location. Some body worn cameras encrypt the footage on the device keeping it safe in case the equipment is stolen or hacked. This is a good aspect of body worn cameras as it is having a positive impact on policing as there is adequate safety and it is hard for someone to hack the police body worn camera database. Body worn cameras are on all the time, which is pivotal for the officer’s safety, as if they are attacked and they use self-defence, they are safe from false accusations. An example of false accusations towards an officer is “using unnecessary force”. By having the camera on it is there for false accusations and upholding the officer’s safety. There are positives and downsides to body worn cameras in policing. The first benefit of the body worn camera is it justifies police decisions with evidence and protects the public from corruption. The first benefit of justifying police decisions is that when in a scenario that a taser is needed, an officer can fulfil their duty of using it and not worrying about the aftermath. The second benefit is protecting the public from corruption, the camera is there to make sure these things don’t happen and there is high levels of policing. This is a huge plus and is changing the world of policing. The drawbacks of the body worn camera is it might not reduce crime and the video quality might prevent an officer convicting someone. The video quality can hinder an investigation as when an officer is running it might not pick up everything. This will be a problem as if the camera hasn’t picked up everything it could prevent convicting a suspect. Another drawback of the body worn camera is that restricted privacy can come into play. A witness may say that they don’t want to be seen on camera, this can halt things as when it is time to convict a criminal and the witness doesn’t want to be seen on camera, there isn’t evidence that the witness was there and seen what happened. With body worn cameras, there are ethical issues to consider. The aim of officers having body worn cameras is to reduce the misconduct that could happen without them and increase accountability. There are incidents when there is police misconduct where there were no other witnesses, however saying this body worn cameras can at least provide a small section of what happened at the scene. According to People safe (2021) as well as the physical reassurance of having a body cam, the footage can also provide evidence that the user has completed their job accurately. The metropolitan police has recorded a 33% reduction in complaint allegations since the arrival of body worn cameras. By the camera being on at all times, it will ensure that officer’s are carrying out their job to the best of their ability. Also, it eradicates any assumption of corruption within the police force. Corruption happens in certain countries. According to Hello Travel (2022) corruption happens in countries such as Haiti, Mexico, and Iraq and these countries don’t have this piece of technology; having this technology is an extra safety bracket for officers and for the public. According to College of policing (2021) improved outcomes on complaints against police were reported by 22 of 30 studies, and a significant reduction of 16.6% of crime was found in those wearing body worn cameras to those control groups who don’t. This is an example of the effectiveness of body worn cameras, having the camera on will make an individual think twice, for example before attacking an officer. 
To conclude, this supportive paper has talked about the impact of body worn cameras in the digital policing world. This piece of equipment tracks audio evidence and video footage between the police and members of the public. Tracking audio and video footage it can help an officer’s case load and they can show proof in court when they are trying to convict a suspect. This paper has talked about the benefits of the camera and the drawbacks of it, a benefit for example is preventing corruption within the force. In some countries unfortunately these types of things happen. Body worn cameras are always on when an officer is dealing with situations. A drawback of the camera is restricted privacy, which can halt an investigation as if a witness says they don’t want to be seen on the camera, this will prevent an officer backing up their evidence with a witness’s speech as they were there and  saw what happened. To summarise this paper has gone in-depth on the positives and downsides to this piece of technology, also it has talked about how the body worn camera is changing digital policing for the better.


References 
· College of policing (2021) ‘Body-worn cameras’ Available at: Body-worn cameras | College of Policing (Accessed 10th April 2022)
· Hello travel (2022) ’10 most corrupt police force in the world’ Available at: 10 Most Corrupt Police Force in the World - Hello Travel Buzz (Accessed 20th April 2022) 
· Metropolitan police (2022) ‘How and when BWV cameras are used’ Available at: How and when BWV cameras are used | Metropolitan Police (Accessed 1st April 2022)  
· People safe (2021) ‘Body worn cameras and lone working’ Available at: Body Worn Cameras And Lone Working | Peoplesafe (Accessed 7th April 2022)  
