Bibliographical Exercise
The book I examined for my bibliographical exercise is the Commentaria in Quatuor Prophetas Maiores which is the commentary on the Old Testament books of the four major prophets, published in Belgium for the French King Louis the 13th. 
Title page
When looking at the title page for this book, the full title is laid out like this: 

| COMMENTARIA | IN QUATUOR | PROPHETAS | MAIORES | [rule] | Auctore | R.P. CORNELIO CORNELII | A LAPIDE, è Societate IESU, | olim in louaniensi, nunc in Romano Collegio | Sacrarum Litterarum Professore. | [rule] | Poftrema editio aucta et recognita.| [rule] | ANTUERPIAE | APUD MARTINUM NUTIUM | ANNO M .DC. XXV| 

There are no lines going through the title page that are usually found in other late sixteenth and seventeenth century books. However there is gap between the words which may indicate where a line would normally be in these books, this might be to preserve the look of the title page and not take away from the elegance of the picture. This text is displayed in the middle of the leaf, and around it is a frontispiece depicting a religious statute surrounded by angels that covers most of the leaf, leaving a gap at the top and margin blank in order for the reader to make any notes in the book if they wished. 
When looking at the capitalisation of the letters in the title page, the size of the letters on their lines do not change and are transcribed as capitals, the use of italics also appears in the title page as well for 2 lines:
| olim in Louaniensi, nunc in Romano Collegio | Sacrarum Litterarum Professore. |
This represents the italics that can be found in the original transcript. Looking further at the book there is a lack of any sort of odd signs or markings on the title page to be found, however there is a small sentence at the top of the leaf that seems to have been handwritten by someone, although it has faded over time and it is very difficult to make out what has been written.
The colophon 
As previously mentioned, this book was printed in Belgium, and when translated the text provided in the title page says that it was made at Antwerp by 'Martinus Nutius' and by converting the Roman numerals given, it says the year in which this was printed, which was 1625:

| ANTUERPIAE | APVD MARTINUM NUTIUM| ANNO M . DC. XXV. |
Format and registration
Signatures in these books were very important as they sent messages to workers regarding both how to fold the sheets of paper, but also in which order the pages should be in. The signatures at the bottom right hand corner of each leaf indicates how the pages are folded in quarto. This is due to numbers in the signatures only going up to four before the sequence restarts; with this book in particular, at the beginning the sequence goes:

*2, *3, *4, **, **2, **3, **4
Then later it turns to;
A, A2, Blank, Blank, B, B2....
Making the sequence of the book;
*2, ****4, A – Z4, AA – ZZ4...

When printing in quarto, the printer would have had to print 8 pages of text, then fold the paper in the correct way, to have all the pages in order, collect the gatherings also known as a ‘quarto in fours’ ,and take them to whoever binds the book together.
Although in this book on the page in which the title for the first of the 4 prophets appears:
(| IN PROPHETAS | MAIORES | COMMENTARIVS | IN PROPHETAS | PROOEMIVM)
someone has numbered each side of the leaf counting upwards for the rest of the book, and the size of these numbers does not match with that of the ones printed when the book was first made so was potentially left by someone who owned the book. Other than that, there is no distinct numbering system such as Roman numerals appearing in the book, other than the date in the title page. However the signatures could be seen as a numbering system as they are on the recto side of the leaf, and when looking for a page someone can look for leaf AA2 and which side of the leaf it is on, either recto or verso.
Throughout the book there are lots of small designs, and the printing publisher’s emblem that fill in the empty spaces. Books like these were usually priced quite high as each design had to have its own custom stamp made for every book, which indicates that it was targeted towards a higher member of society at the time.




Part 2
A copy of this book belonged to King Louis the 13th; during the time in which this book had been made the King had been on the throne for 15 years, however there was a rebellion against the King during this time period which lasted from 1621 to 1628 known as the Huguenot rebellion. This rebellion was not the only one the king had to face in his lifetime as his mother had tried to start a rebellion against him twice before. After the King stopped the rebellion, his principal minister convinced the King to lead an army to Italy in 1629, but Catholic zealots began appealing to King Louis to reject his minister’s policy, to which he refused and had the leader of the Catholic zealots exiled. The King was also known have mental instability and given that the four major prophets talk about bad thing yet to happen, it might show more into the kings faith and distrust of the people around him, believing that one of the four prophets could occur to him.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Louise XIII, (n.d.) https://www.britannica.com/biography/Louis-XIII  [Accessed 6/2/24]] 

Martinus Nutius the publisher of these books had an emblem that can be found within all his books, including this book the symbol is the letters IHS with a cross above the H and an arrow below, this emblem was oval shaped and is his marking onto the books he printed. [footnoteRef:2]  [2:  University of Barcelona Nutius Martinus (n.d.) https://marques.crai.ub.edu/en/printer/a12114650/a12114650_2] 

R.P Cornelii was the author of this book and 15 of his title pages of his books can be found in the British museum. He was a cleric as well as an author and poet. His works started from 1567- 1637, making this book one of his last pieces he wrote. As a cleric his books were targeted towards a very religious Catholic demographic and that of higher social standing.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The British Museum RP Cornelius Cornelii a Lapide (n.d.) https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/term/BIOG148249 [Accessed 7/2/24]] 
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