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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

An adult at risk is anyone who is over the age of 18 who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect. Who as a result of their care and support needs is unable to protect themselves against or is at risk of abuse or neglect (Social Services Wellbeing Act (Wales), 2014). This can include but is not limited to adults who are elderly, have disabilities or communication difficulties. Abuse can often be difficult to identify some of which may also fall into the category of being criminal acts (Social Care Institute for Excellence, 2015). The categories of abuse listed by the Wales Safeguarding Procedures are physical, domestic violence or abuse, sexual, psychological or emotional, financial or material, modern slavery, discriminatory, organisational or institutional, neglect or acts of omission or self-neglect (Social Care Wales, 2023).
Local authorities must adhere to the Wales Safeguarding Procedures. Ensure they have arrangements in place 24 hours a day for concerns to be reported to, through the duty to report process. If the adult is in immediate danger or serious harm has already occurred the practioner has a duty to call emergency services either for medical assistance or the police if a criminal offence has occurred. Consent has to be obtained unless there is evidence of lack of capacity or coercion, if this overridden a reason must be provided (Mental Capacity Act, 2005). When a best interests decision is made it remains important to consider the wishes and feelings of the adult while considering their safety (Szerletics, 2016). There is a duty to begin an investigation within seven working days in line with Section 126, Part 7 of the SSWWA, 2014. The investigation can be conducted by social services or a more relevant agency (Social Care Wales, 2023). A multi-agency adult protection conference will be held if the findings of the Section 126 concludes that the adult remains at risk or has been concluded. It is crucial that the adult at risk dependent on mental capacity can make a best interests decision and be included within the decision-making process (SSWWA, 2014). The conference should follow the investigation to discuss the abuse and any outcomes of the investigation, evidence and evaluation of risk. Agree further actions, produce a care and support plan and assess further risk of abuse. There is no time scale or limit to the number of conferences that can be held.  
Risk assessment tools should be standardised but also allow for professional judgement, partnership working and draw on best evidence (Barlow J. Fisher J.D. and Jones D., 2012). 
Information sharing should also be done in the best interests of the adult and any other child or adult at risk in line with the General Data Protection Act (2018). A strategy group for adults at risk will need to be decided; responsible for developing, implementing and reviewing the care and support protection plan.
The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act highlights the need for person-centered outcomes and listening to the wishes and feelings of adults (2014). While professionals may be concerned for the safeguarding of adults, they must also consider that adults who are considered to have mental capacity have the right to make risky decisions if they choose to do so (Barry M, 2007).

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Actual word count – 543 words.

Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

The Wales Safeguarding procedures covers both adults and children at risk of abuse and neglect. There are differences in the legislation of adult and children safeguarding, which is reflected in the policies and procedures. However, both require a duty to report by professionals and third-party agencies (2021). 
The Children`s Act defines significant harm or the likelihood of significant harm occurring into four main categories for children as physical, sexual, neglect and emotional abuse and neglect. There is no statutory definition of significant harm and so practioners must “consider what could reasonably be expected of a similar child” (1989). The National Institute for Health and care Excellence also include fabricated or induced illnesses in their categories (2017). Financial abuse is considered to be less prevalent for children than adults however, can still be experienced by children. Adult`s safeguarding has more categories as described above. The indicators of children`s abuse and neglect according to the NSPCC are physical signs such as physical injuries and behavioural indicators such as unexplained changes in behaviours, withdrawal, anxiety, uncharacteristically aggression, poor social skills with peers, poor parental bond, adult issues knowledge, running away and choosing to wear clothes that cover their body (NSPCC, 2023).
While both adults are considered within Section 126 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act, children are considered in Section 47. However, the principles underpinning the Act cover both adults and Children in relation to wellbeing and in particularly the importance of the wishes and feelings of both to be considered and priority. Where adult safeguarding requires consent from the adult, where mental capacity is not disputed consent is not required in relation to children although preferable whenever safe to do so. Both adults and children should be offered and supported by an advocate during the process if that is their wish.  Wishes and feelings of both adults and children should be considered during the safeguarding process (SSWWA, 2018).
Timescales within Children`s safeguarding procedures are more inflexible than for adult safeguarding. Reports for the initial Child Protection Conference (ICPC) and Review of the Child Protection Conference (RCPC) are required to be hand delivered to the parents or carers at the latest 48 hours prior to the conference. The child has to be seen every 10 working days as a minimum, with at least 4 weekly home visits. The first RCPC must be held within three months of the ICPC and within six months thereafter. Core groups must be held a minimum of six weekly. Minutes for core groups and conferences must be made available to all attendees within five working days (Children`s Act, 1989).
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