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Introduction
In this report I will be discussing where or not the death penalty should return. I will be covering both sides of the debate; the reasons the death penalty should return and the reasons why it shouldn’t return. By the end of this report we will have a better idea on the matter.
Part 1 – Reason for the return of the death penalty
Part 2 - Reasons against the return of the death penalty
Part 3 – Conclusion
Part 4 – Bibliography 
Part 1 - Reasons for the return of the death penalty 
The death penalty has its positives and negatives, most people would probably agree that the death penalty should not return. However, some do believe it should be brought back. One positive to bring back the death penalty would be that criminals that commit awful crimes would not get back on the street again. Kentish.B (2018) wrote an article about the suggestions of death penalty to return. John Hayes a former minister suggested to the justice secretary David Gauke to bring back capital punishment for criminals who commit horrific crimes such as mass murders or shootings. If this would happen it would potentially relieve victims of fear that their attacker will get out.  
Another positive would be that if the death penalty returned it would better the government financially due to less money being spent on prisoners.  Shaw.D (2018) wrote an article on why our prisons are dealing with difficulties. They interviewed a prisoner who is currently in prison due to drug offences, he helps rehabilitate other prisoners by helping them with any current problems they have to reduce violence. In an interview with a prisoner, he said “… more importantly, it's because I want to do my time in a safe place”, Shaw.D(2018).  Assuming that the death penalty returned then it would financially help the government because less money would be spent on prisoners yearly needs and instead they can use it to help overcrowding in prisons. As a result, individuals that want to change and help other prisoners would not have to worry during their sentence about getting attacked or suffer worse things. 
The independent published a newspaper about overcrowding in prisons across the UK. Bulman.M (2017) wrote down that over the 117 jails around the UK 80 of them are holding more prisoners than they are certified to hold, with some more than 50% over. Now if the death penalty would return it would reduce the numbers in prisons and also it would help the governmental financial situation when it comes to money spent on prisons in the UK.
Part 2 - Reasons against the return of the death penalty
One strong reason for the death penalty not to return would be that its inhumane and it goes against our right to life. The Right to life and the right to freedom from torture and inhuman or degrading treatment come under the human rights Act which every human is entitled to. So, if the death penalty would return it would be breaking the humans right Act but also it would be breaking the law. In many ways the person who pulls the trigger is liable for the criminal's death. (Kirkaldy.L 2018) comments on this and how it relates to the foreign office’s report called Human Rights and Democracy.
  Another argument would be that the death penalty does not deter crime, people still commit crimes. After the death penalty was suspended in 1965 and then abolished in 1969, the murder rates in the UK increased. In 2002 the murder rate went up from 325 in 1965 to 1000 (The Guardian 2014). This shows that people weren’t afraid to commit crimes back then when there was a death penalty, so bringing back the death penalty wont better the crime rates such as murder.
 Another downside to the death penalty would be that it is irreversible. On the Gov.UK site (2013) there is a case where in 1998 the court of appeal rejected a case of a man named Mahmoud Hussein Mattain who was hanged on the 8th of September 1952. (Gov.UK 2013) Lord justice Rose said the following “Capital punishment was not ... an appropriate culmination for a criminal justice system which was human and therefore fallible”, Lord Rose (1998). This strengthens the opinion for the death penalty not to return, because many more people were falsely convicted and you can't change the conviction once they have been killed. In America Meeropol & Read (2011) say that since 1993 there were 17 inmates that were found to be innocent but it was not until a DNA test after their deaths that determined this.
Part 3 – Conclusion
 After discussing the reasons for and against the return of the death penalty, we can see that there are mixed views on this subject. Both sides come up with strong points like if the death penalty did return then it would better the prisons because they would be able to control the number of prisoners in each prison and hopefully prevent overcrowding. But then at the same time it would go against our human rights. It would go against the right to life and also brings up the question- who would press the button or pull the lever? Overall, we can see that more discussion needs to be had about this topic and until then we can't determine which is right or wrong. 
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