[image: cid:image001.jpg@01D071EF.9AC33070]
UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION PROPOSAL FORM/
FFURFLEN GYNNIG TRAETHAWD HIR ISRADDEDIG
Theology and Religious Studies
Diwinyddiaeth ac Astudiaethau Crefyddol

Name/Enw: Tim Baylor
Student number/ Rhif myfyriwr: 1234567
Working title/Teitl arfaethedig: Creation and Divine Action

PROPOSAL/CYNNIG (To include aim, methodology, main theories and indicative bibliography / i gynnwys amcan, prif ddamcaniaethau, methodoleg, a llyfryddiaeth arwyddol)
The last two decades have seen the publications of several genealogies of modernity, like those offered recently by Charles Taylor, Louis Dupré, John Milbank, Michael Buckley or Brad Gregory. These genealogies have tended to frame the rise of modern secularism as a growing “disenchantment” with the natural world. Augustine and Aquinas had seen the natural order as a sign, testifying to the wisdom and goodness of God. In a way, the structures of creation were regarded as themselves reflecting something of God’s nature, so that the knowledge of the natural realm served the knowledge of God. Yet, as these genealogies narrate the history, the theologies of the late Medieval and early Modern periods enforced a separation of the order of nature from the character of God. In different ways, these genealogies all trace the rise of modern secularism to this comparably “disenchanted” theology of nature. 

As Tracy Rowland has observed, this narrative of a “fall” into Nominalism and Modernity is a story which, following Vatican II, has functioned to give coherence to many Catholic/Anglo-Catholic political and social visions. As such, it often includes a forceful polemic against Protestantism, which is depicted as a vehicle of Nominalism and an accelerant of cultural atheism. This can be seen in various degrees in Milbank, MacIntyre, and Taylor, but especially in Brad Gregory’s recent work, The Unintended Reformation, which lays the ills of modern secularism directly at the feet of the Magisterial Reformers.

Aspects of this narrative have been hotly contested. Yet, one of the most fundamental problems is that, in fact, very little work has been done on early Protestant theologies of creation. Despite nearly universal scholarly consensus regarding its importance, and despite the very rapid growth of studies on Protestant thought in other areas, there remains a sizable void in academic literature on the doctrine of creation, itself. Many of the most notable Protestants figures of the early modern period authored writings on the topic. Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin, Wolfgang Musculus, Peter Martyr Vermigli, and Johann Piscator all authored commentaries on the book of Genesis. Wolfgang Capito, Johannes Brenz, Petrus Lascovius, Franciscus Junius, Girolamo Zanchi and Gisbertus Voetius each authored theological treatises or “hexameral” treatises on the six days of creation. Yet, most of these writings have received no scholarly attention.  

I propose to examine early Reformed accounts of the creation of the world in commentaries, theological treatises, hexameral treatments and disputations within the early Modern period. This study will have three aims — first, to survey the nature of God’s creative act within Protestant accounts of the work of creation; second, to determine whether there is a characteristically Protestant theology of creation, and if so, which teachings comprise this theology; and third, to assess whether this theology of creation advanced a distinct vision of “the good” that disposed Protestant accounts of divine government and providence. Addressing these questions will enable a more nuanced evaluation of the relationship of Protestant thought to the emergence of Modern secularism in the West.
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