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Children In Need Topics                                                      

History of Children in Need 
Children in Need was first founded on Christmas Day in 1927, the BBC had their first ever broadcast appeal for the children which was a five-minute radio broadcast. In 1955, the ‘Children’s Hour Christmas Appeal’ took place, raising a total of £625,836 up to 1979. The first telethon broadcast for ‘Children in Need’ was broadcasted in 1980, and raised £1million which was hosted by Terry Wogan, Esther Rantzen and Sue Lawley. In 1997, the charity single that featured a range of different singers, from Elton John, David Bowie and Tom Jones reached number 1. 

Pudsey Bear who is the mascot of Children in Need, first made his debut in 1985. Joanna Ball designed Pudsey, who was the BBC graphic designer. The mascot was named after the West Yorkshire town where the designer was born. Pudsey began to become very popular and returned in the Children in Need’s logo. In 1985, Pudsey’s fur was brown, with a red bandana and black triangle spots, with his fur being changed in 1986 to yellow, which is the current colour of Pudsey’s fur now, but with multicoloured circles and a white bandana. 

Facts about Children in Need 
In the recent telethon hosted in 2022, the show raised £35 million pounds, falling below 2021’s figures. Although Children in Need has risen some staggering results, 2016’s appeal raised a record breaking £60 million. 

Children in Need helps fund the following charity funds: 
· Foyle Down Syndrome Trust 
· Action for Children 
· Haven House 
· The Yard
· Llamau
· Hope House  

The above charities help fund children with many different issues; ranging from children born with down-syndrome, children who require 24-hour care, who require confidence and help with anxiety, life limited illnesses, risks of being homeless and children with learning disabilities such as autism. As well as these examples, Children in Need are also supporting over 2400 local charities, helping children across the UK experiencing any type of trauma, distress or living in poverty. 

In April and May 2020, the grantees of the appeal suggested that Covid-19 was having a detrimental effect on children’s lives. They spoke how it was making existing issues challenging, crossing paths for children to miss personal connections and relationships with their family and friends. As lockdown came along, it impacted mental health, leaving some families struggling to feed their families, especially for the self-employed. Although the government did help fund people who were struggling, it wasn’t enough for families to do the usual things a family would have to supply for. It also left students without an education, concerning parents for the future of their children. As schools were closed for months on end for lockdown, it put a toll on students’ skills and backlogged their studies. 

· Children in Need has raised over £1 billion, this money has come from generations of donations all around the UK.

Website References 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/mobile/pudsey/about/history/

https://www.thesun.co.uk/tv/7748508/children-in-need-start/

https://www.grantleyfountains.co.uk/AjaxRequestHandler.ashx?Function=GetSecuredDOC&DOCUrl=App_Data/grantleyfountains_co_uk/ClassPages/030/_Documents_2021-22/LKS2%20The%20History%20of%20BBC%20Children%20in%20Need%20-%20Fact%20File.pdf

https://www.charitytimes.com/ct/BBC-Children-in-Need-total-down-4m.php

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/teaching-wiki/children-in-need

https://www.churchastoninfantschool.co.uk/media/23430/yr-2-bbc-children-in-need-fact-file.pdf

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Early-Pandemic-Period-Summary-September-2020.pdf
