Early Bronze age connectivity in the southern Aegean
Introduction
The early Bronze Age indicates a time of large technological expansion in the Mediterranean, and with it a large amount of increase in the levels of trade and cultural connections between these bases.  The early bronze age is also the period of the most activity for spaces in the south Aegean, such as the Cyclades, and especially Dhskalio Kavos. 
Chronology
The early bronze age spans across the 3000-2100BC. This is then split up into four phases, EBA I, EBA II, EBA III, and EBA IV. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  marina Gkiasta, Social Identities , Materialities and Connectivity in Early Bronxe Age Crete, n.d.] 

Archaeological evidence
There has been a range of excavations in this region, spanning from the 19th century- present. [footnoteRef:2]The earlier exacavtions were less reliable due to earlier dating techniques, but still provide reliable evidence on the evidence for connectivity in the region. Some of the main archaeological evidence for the connectivity in the southern aegaen is pottery fragments. This can especially be seen with the tranfer of minoan iconography, which was found on a wide range of pottery across the southern Aegean from the beginning of the Early Bronze Age. Along with this, there is the transfer of art and iconography such as seals, structures, and the transfer of raw materials.[footnoteRef:3]   [2:  T Evans, C Knappet, and R Rivers, Dynamic Networks and Hamiltonian Landscapes: A Case Study from the Aegean Bronze Age, 2005.]  [3:  Evans, Knappet, and Rivers, Dynamic Networks and Hamiltonian Landscapes: A Case Study from the Aegean Bronze Age.] 

Looting
An issue that’s seen a lot in understanding southern Aegean communities, especially in the cycladic region, is the level of looting which occurred before the proper excavations in the 1960s. before the sites were secured, a large amount of valuable artefacts were stolen, and resold on the black market efore they could be effectively dated, or understood in the context of the Early Brinze age. Along with this, there was likely an amount of crafted items made of rich raw materials such as gold and silver which were looted and then smelted down, meaning that any important information from these items may never be fully understood.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Cyprian Broodbank, ‘Ulysses without Sails: Trade, Distance, Knowledge and Power in the Early Cyclades’, World Archaeology, 24.3 (1993), pp. 315–31.] 

Textual evidence
There is minimal textual evidence of this pweiod in this space brcauabecause there is little writing occulting on the islands, and the trade levels are not significant enough for writing cultures such as Egypt to make a contemporary record. However, one piece of text that does mention the Cycladic peoples is Thucydides[footnoteRef:5]. This textual evidence is, however, only truly important in  association with the archaeological evidence. [5:  Christos Doumas, ‘Crete and the Cyclades in the Early Bronze Age: A View from the North’, in Cretan Offerings: Studies in Honour of Peter Warren (British School at Athens Studies, 2010), XVIII.] 

Location
The southern Aegean expands over the space in the Mediterranean from southern Greece to the Cyclades, Crete, and western Anatolia. The term southern Aegean usually specifically refers to the islands between eastern Greece and western Alitalia. This location is incredibly important in considering the place’s significance in the early bronze age, as the concept of living on small, infertile islands at this time seems ridiculous, but when looked at from a more external perspective, they represent a space which is perfectly poised for maritime trade.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Vasıf Şahoğlu Özet, INTERREGIONAL CONTACTS AROUND THE AEGEAN DURING THE EARLY BRONZE AGE: NEW EVIDENCE FROM THE İZMİR REGİON, 2004.] 
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At the time of the early Bronze Age there is a large amount development happening in the cyclades especially surrounding farming and the first maritime centre was developed at the Dhaskalio Kavos[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  Broodbank, ‘Ulysses without Sails’.] 

Dhaskalio Kavos
Dhaskalio Kavos is an incredibly important space when considering connectivity during this era. There is evidence of trade and deposit on these islands from all across the Cyclades, and likely also further away, such as Crete and Mycenae. The site at Kavos has been defined as a ritualistic dump site[footnoteRef:8]. Because of this, it is difficult to discern what is direct and indirect import  [8:  Broodbank, ‘Ulysses without Sails’.] 
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onto the site. The metallurgical workshops at Dhaskalio produced more metal 
weaponry than necessary for the islands function, showing that this was a likely export of the island. 
Chalandri-Kastri
Islands in the north also provide an important insight into trade. Chalandriani-Kastri is also a port of trade which exports a large amount of trade. This site likely did more export due to the size if the island in comparison to DK and therefore its likelihood to have a sizable enough population to spare some for the boats. On Chalandriani-Kastri, there are a large amount of fragmentary pieces of pottery which are in a very similar style to minoan pottery imported from Knossos[footnoteRef:10]. Therefore, it is very likely that there was either direct or indirect trade between these islands.  [10:  Gkiasta, Social Identities , Materialities and Connectivity in Early Bronxe Age Crete.] 

 The Cyclades provide an in-depth insight into localised connectivity. The issue with the southern Aegean, is that it is filled with rocky and hilly mountains, meaning that without boats,, there would be very little communication at all.[footnoteRef:11] That are extremely early evidence ease of maritime activity in this area throughout the early Bronze Age and evidence of trades between the cycladic islands and on a large scale. There is also a large amount of export out of the cycladic islands especially of raw materials such as copper, silver, Obsidian. and marble[footnoteRef:12]. However, there is not a large amount of import into the Cycladic islands when it comes to archaeological evidence. This likely means that there were trades happening but the Cycladic islands were either being traded perishable items or information instead of items. There is a large amount of evidence of cycladic islands imitating minoan techniques of production and art styles. There is also sufficient evidence of the ritual practises being performed especially in the north Cyclades also being performed on Crete showing some form of social connection between the two spaces in a way that cannot just be defined through indirect trade[footnoteRef:13]. [11:  Evans, Knappet, and Rivers, Dynamic Networks and Hamiltonian Landscapes: A Case Study from the Aegean Bronze Age.]  [12:  Broodbank, ‘Ulysses without Sails’.]  [13:  Doumas, ‘Crete and the Cyclades in the Early Bronze Age: A View from the North’.] 

Some of the main Cycladic export can especially be seen towards the Greek mainland, in spaces such as Melos and Mycenae. The valuable natural resources from Cycladic islands, such as marble and obsidian, are evidently deemed incredibly valuable for the Mycenaean civilisation, who prioritised grandeur[footnoteRef:14]. If the Cyclades are trading with both the Mycenaeans and the Minoans, it is likely that they were in some way a connector between the two places.  [14:  Broodbank, ‘Ulysses without Sails’.] 

Crete
There is also evidence of a large amount of Cycladic and Anatolian pottery across Crete. These deposits of pottery do seem to indicate some form of settlements on the islands instead of a true cost cross cultural and sharing of connection. However, there is a lot of evidence that many of the cultural norms were said between these spaces. Trade across these spaces does range but Crete is very much so seen as a connecting point between all of these different spaces especially between Anatolia, Cyprus and the Cyclades in Greece. 
Knossos especially gained control with the Minoans at this time being able to control and manipulates trade centres, especially around food a very important resource for these areas especially in the southern Aegean where there is little fertile land. Create and exports have also been found on the Greek mainland and all the way across to Egypt. We can also see this through the paintings or in Egypt which depict Cretan iconography[footnoteRef:15]. [15:  Gkiasta, Social Identities , Materialities and Connectivity in Early Bronxe Age Crete.] 

	Colonies
 From as early as the Neolithic period there is evidence of Cycladic and Minoan items in tombs on Crete. There are specific burials on spaces such as Aya Photia which present with the same burial customs abd structures as the cyclades. This shows that there is a chance of a settlement of cycladic people living on Crete spanning over generations[footnoteRef:16]. This is also an explanation of how cultural ideas could have been shared between the two spaces.  [16:  Doumas, ‘Crete and the Cyclades in the Early Bronze Age: A View from the North’.] 

Evidence of trade with Egypt the Levant in Syria across Crete, space but usually not in the same places that there is evidence of Cycladic trade showing the specific locations in places like Crete have specific connections to different places maybe through immigration or maybe just through the trade of certain objects and items[footnoteRef:17]. [17:  Gkiasta, Social Identities , Materialities and Connectivity in Early Bronze Age Crete.] 

There is a large amount of Melian obsidian weaponry found in Cretan contexts from as early as the neolithic period[footnoteRef:18], meaning that the connection between the Cyclades and Crete has been important since very early in their development.  [18:  Doumas, ‘Crete and the Cyclades in the Early Bronze Age: A View from the North’.] 

Anatolia
Western anatolia cannot be strictly defined as a part of the southern Aegean. There is a range of Cretan and cycladic import at a small number of sites to the very east of Anatolia. This is not particularly shocking, especially as the islands in the southern Aegean end extremely close to the coast of Anatolia. This includes olive-coloured rhytons, lion cups, and many other fragments in the style of minoan iconography. Anatolian style sauce jugs from Liman Tepe have been found across Crete, the Cyclades, and Aegina[footnoteRef:19].  [19:  Özet, INTERREGIONAL CONTACTS AROUND THE AEGEAN DURING THE EARLY BRONZE AGE: NEW EVIDENCE FROM THE İZMİR REGİON.] 

Also incredibly it is also incredibly important to consider the impact of olive trades on the southern edge in terms of connectivity. Olives are a native species to the Greek islands and the cities and they all found across this space evidently implying the olive trade was flourishing at this time this can also be seen through olive oil and the amount of oil vessels that are found[footnoteRef:20]. [20:  Özet, INTERREGIONAL CONTACTS AROUND THE AEGEAN DURING THE EARLY BRONZE AGE: NEW EVIDENCE FROM THE İZMİR REGİON.] 
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