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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 
Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Tom Herbert 

	STUDENT ID No.: 1920681

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Can more effective and focussed roads policing reduce the vast amount of casualties and fatalities on UK roads? 
INTRODUCTION:

The UK road network is a vast and complex structure of road networks which is estimated to be over 247,000 miles in total length (The United Kingdom Government, 2020). The length of the UK road network is increasing by around 1% every 10 years as the road network expands with population increase (The United Kingdom Government, 2020).

The use of the roads within the United Kingdom is also on the rise, between 2000 and 2019, miles travelled on UK roads by motor vehicles increasing from 290 billion to 357 billion. This is an increase of 23% (Department for Transport, 2021). The number of licensed vehicles has also increased by 34% within the same period from 29 million to 39 million vehicles (Department for Transport, 2022). 

Owing to the vast and extensive usage of UK roads, there is a high number of casualties and unfortunately deaths on UK roads. In fact, someone is seriously injured or killed on UK roads every 22 minutes (Brake , 2022). In 2020, 1516 people were killed on UK roads despite the lockdown measures that were imposed in response to the Covid 19 pandemic. There average number of UK deaths for the previous 7 years prior to 2020 is 1850 deaths a year. This equates to an average of 5 deaths every day on UK roads (Brake , 2022). 

Despite the relatively large number of casualties and deaths on UK roads, dedicated roads policing officers make up just 4% of the current total police force in England and Wales (Brake, 2022).  This is a very worrying statistic as there is a significant link between criminality and road traffic accidents. The ‘fatal five’ are the five main causes of causalities and deaths on UK roads, these are; excessive speed, not wearing a seat belt, driver distractions such as mobile phone use, driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs and careless driving (Devon and Cornwall Police, 2019). In some way or another, all of the ‘fatal five’ causes of casualties and fatalities on UK roads constitute a criminal offence, which makes the extremely low road policing officer figure extremely concerning. 

Since 2010, the long-term decline in the number of serious injuries and deaths on the UK roads has largely ceased. It is widely accepted that this is partly due to the reduction in roads policing officers across the UK (Norbury , 2020). The detection and enforcement of many motoring offences has decreased significantly since the large reduction in roads policing officers (Norbury , 2020).


Every casualty and death on the road is preventable and an absolute tragedy to those involved and their families (Brake , 2022). Owing to this, more research is necessary to look into the ways in which road casualties and deaths in the UK can be prevented. Further research is also required into whether or not the police can do more to lower road casualties and fatalities, in turn reducing the harmful consequences of such events on the victims and their families. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
· What is the overall impact of roads policing on general road safety?
· What constitutes effective roads policing in regards to reducing road casualties and fatalities?
· To what extent is the reduction of roads policing officers responsible for the large number of casualties and fatalities on UK roads every year?
· Can effective roads policing be carried out by those within the police who are not specifically roads policing officers?



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Within the research field of casualties and fatalities on UK roads, there is a vast amount of statistical data available through the form of government reports. The Department for Transport publishes official statistics relating to the transport system in the United Kingdom (Department for Transport, 2022). The statistics published by the Department for Transport are very detailed and reliable, collating data and statistics from a wide range of sources to accurately show the current trends in all forms of transport. The Department for Transport is supported by 23 agencies and public bodies (Department for Transport, 2022). 

There is a wide range of statistics available for the use of the UK roads which demonstrates the large amount of users on the UK road system and the fact that the use of the UK roads is also increasing (Department for Transport, 2021). There is also a wide and detailed range of statistics available surrounding the casualties and fatalities on the UK roads (Brake , 2022).  

Whilst there is some research into the causes of the casualties and fatalities, focussing on the ‘fatal five’ (Devon and Cornwall Police, 2019), there is not a massive amount of research into the field and certainly not enough research into how to reduce casualties and fatalities on UK roads, given the severity of the problem.

Within a policing context, there is also very little research surrounding the role in which policing plays in reducing road casualties and fatalities. Frank Norbury’s report into roads policing and its contribution to road safety has laid the groundwork in regards to detailing the impact roads policing has on road safety but further work is still required. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will predominantly use secondary data sources by researching online. I will make good use of the extensive quantitative data surrounding road casualties and fatalities available to the public through reliable government reports. I will also use secondary research to review and consider the impact that roads policing has on the casualties and fatalities on the UK roads. This method of research is best suited to my project as there is a broad field of research and statistics available in my project area.

I will also conduct primary research by disseminating questionnaires to current serving police officers.
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]My target sample will be current serving police officers on response. This is the best for my research as I hope to gauge how officers feel they currently police the road and whether they are given enough training for it. It is important that response police officers are asked to participate as they are generally out on the roads at all times of the day and owing to the lack of roads policing officers, the burden may now fall more on response officers.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

The topic of casualties and fatalities on roads is an emotional topic, especially for those who may have been involved in serious road traffic collisions or knows someone who has been involved in one. Therefore, when I am conducting my questionnaire research I will need to consider these factors when carrying out my research and be wary not to ask about personal and private information. 

	TIME SCALE:

· Research proposal and ethics forms – 16/05/2022
· Literature review – 25/07/2022
· Research methodology and planning – 05/09/2022
· Analysis of results – 24/10/2022
· Findings and conclusion – 28/11/2022
· Final project – 02/01/2023
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