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USING NON-ELECTRONIC RESOURCES IN PRACTICAL LEGAL RESEARCH Introduction
In the field of law, legal practitioners are required to advise and enlighten their clients on what the law states about specific matters, and the implications certain courses of action entail. Equally, the practitioner takes the onus to prescribe certain alternatives and guide their clients on the best way to present their case for judicial appraisal. The function of research in the legal profession is to unearth factual information that can support the practitioner’s arguments presented to a jury in the form of legal papers or documents. According to the Black law dictionary, legal research refers to "the finding and assembling of authorities that bear on a question of law;" thus, legal research is a procedure used in identifying and finding the laws that apply to the facts of a case. Therefore, legal research aims to find good legal material to back up a specific legal argument in a court brief using primary and secondary sources. Legal research resources encompass the documents such as precedents, legal developments, articles and legislation that are vital for every court or judicial tribunal within the jurisdiction of England and Wales. In effect, legal practitioners need to undertake informed legal research to facilitate accurate counsel for their clients. In the learning environment, legal research assists law students in accomplishing their classwork. Ordinarily, the entry point for legal research using non-electronic resources often commences in the conventional library using an archive of legal materials, including the practical non-electronic legal resources.
Basics of Practical Legal Research 
 The process of legal research is sequential and begins by first gathering relevant facts in the form of actual data containing key evidence and writing the facts down. This approach helps the legal practitioner to formulate the statement of facts before commencing on finding the primary sources needed to support a legal argument. When gathering facts, it is prudent for the legal researcher to understand the legal issue and the relief sought: it may relate to civil, criminal, or constitutional law. This will enable them to explore the relevant legal material and then narrow it down to the applicable jurisdiction in seeking relief. The next step in the process is to locate the primary sources of the law supporting the legal arguments. Ideally, it is easier to begin scanning through the natural sources of law like case law, statutes, and encyclopedias. At the same time, it may prove even easier if the researcher began the search by identifying secondary sources like legal journals and articles, treaties and practice guides, as they already have done much of the sourcing for relevant legal information with cited primary data. A key element in legal research is to use good law; that which has not been reversed is in question or has been overruled. 
A good legal researcher must know the tools that best fit their research needs. The type of information sought is determined by the need, which may vary depending on each legal issue. Once the project's goal is determined, the choice of media will come into play. For instance, in the case of law, scholars have a wide variety of resources than legal researchers. They are required to get the needed exposure for skills development using conventional and electronic legal research methods (Hutchinson & Duncan, 2012). Thus, this unfettered access to legal resources for legal scholars aims to equip them with requisite research skills for their future practice. Furthermore, it helps them hone their skills in all spheres of legal practice and understand the desired legal resources to aid in their legal practice.
Despite the proliferation of online resources for legal research in modern law practice, the most cost-effective method of conducting legal research remains the ease of print media; hence, many law firms stream into law libraries to access resources they do not have in print copies (Pandit 2019). Additionally, the legal profession is largely grounded on precedents spanning many years and accessible in hard copy books, journals, and other legal materials. Many of these resources have not been transcribed into soft copies for electronic access and use. Therefore, the traditional way of accessing these resources is through legal libraries, books, legal journals, and other physical media. Most of them are difficult to navigate online, besides other issues such as copyright and authenticity of the online sources.
It is imperative to set the research objectives right in practical legal research. Different law media are researched differently. For instance, researching a legal review is not the same as researching a case. Similarly, appeals cases are not conducted the same way trial cases are conducted. A complaint memo is approached differently from an advisory memo, and hence, a legal resource may contain divergent ideas that can lead to different research outcomes (Kharel, 2018). Ultimately the audience consuming the research may need to transmit this information in a certain format or manner. For example, a judge may demand a copy of an original document cited in a case.
Considering that almost entirely all forms of research have transformed to adopt digital resources, it requires unique criteria to justify the continued use of non-electronic methods to conduct research. Accordingly, practical research is evidence-based and can enhance the research outcome with actual documents that can provide evidence to support a case than sourcing documents to use in a case from online sources based on online heuristics like Metasearch data filters. A competent legal researcher must read extensively to understand the subject of their investigation. 
Many people conducting preliminary readings on legal matters often use print resources as they are cost-effective and reliable. Why so? Because locating legal material online is a demanding task as few dedicated portals can provide comprehensive, relevant and uninterrupted legal resources, law jurisdictions are diverse. A legal opinion in one resource may not hold forte in another. Most old legal information is only available in hard copy print, microfilm, and microfiche formats. At times, the access method may require a trade-off due to intellectual ownership rights.
However, coming from the background that nothing is cast in stone, the non-electronic resources used in legal practice also have limitations as not all of their content is adaptable in specific legal jurisprudence. Each resource has its limitations, and it is within the researcher's power to interrogate it and accept or reject the legal content therein (Pandit, 2019). Other methods of ascertaining the authenticity, accuracy, and currency of the resource include reading from widely cited authors and relying on materials that have been used in renowned precedents. Ultimately, non-electronic resources, once acquired, are durable and reusable and, therefore, may need a little investment in terms of an acquisition expense.
Non-electronic Practical Legal Resources
In England and Wales, legal researchers use various primary and secondary sources of law for practical research, including legislation, statutes and case laws, law books, treaties, law encyclopaedias and dictionaries, regulations, and law reviews, among others (Webb et al, 2019). Interestingly, the UK draws its legal authority from many sources that form the basis for its constitution, which accrues some benefits while positing risks in equal measure. Thus, to a large extent, conducting practical legal research uses non-electronic resources like print, film, and other archived legal information, which have been the conventional method of research for a long time. Conventionally, these resources comprise a vital cogwheel in practical legal research conducted by legal scholars, practitioners, judicial officers, and all interested in practical legal research.
Following the emergence of methods that appreciate the use of technology in legal research, a lot of sceptical talks have been going on regarding the extinction of non-electronic resources for use in legal research. Contrary to these speculations, there is a solid backing for the use of these conventional methods of legal research, which pundits argue provides a focused structure to guide the research process, unlike the electronic process, which is not targeted and does not offer an objective focus on specific search criteria for research material. Therefore, conventional legal resources are lean and reliable instead of the online proliferation of resources whose ownership and authenticity are not guaranteed. Printed material in a library is acknowledged more and valued more by law researchers than an online resource whose authenticity and content quality raise eyebrows whenever cited unless sourced from known channels.
Most of the practical law research resources are available through the Lexis library. Also, the encyclopaedia of forms and precedents provides a rich source of cases with over fifteen thousand precedents from legal practitioners covering commercial law, wills, trusts, land transactions, tenancy, and family law (Wolfgarten, 2016). The Atkins Court forms provide the civil litigation forms, procedure, and precedent pleadings. Also, it includes the procedural documents that are needed in every civil proceeding that come before the courts and judicial tribunals of England and Wales. LexisPSL offers practical guidance on approaches to legal transactions (Magrath 2019). Also, Westlaw books provide practitioner textbooks covering competition law, employment, and contract law; Westlaw is updated with new books every now and then, hence it is a good platform to find current resources for practical legal research. Lawtel provides access to current legal developments on human rights, personal injury, and employment law. The Halsbury encyclopedia provides a comprehensive account of the English law for England and Wales. 
The UK parliament is an important component as a source of law that guides legal research. The legislature's mandate is to make laws that eventually apply to various sections of society and form part of the resources for practical research (Norton, 2019). Therefore, the legislative documents being public shape opinions as reliable sources of law, making them practically viable legal resources. Another excellent hub of non-electronic resources for legal research in the UK is the Inns of Court Library which invite legal practitioners and law candidates to practise law at the Bar of England and Wales. The library also train and recruit professional barristers; it is therefore a great platform for non-electronic resources for legal research. A legal researcher is able to not only access the written legal materials, but also gets a chance to share legal experience with qualified barristers and borrow a leaf from them.
Benefits of Using Non-Electronic Sources in Practical Legal Research
The fact that traditional textbooks and resource books cover a list of topics sequentially gives credence to the researcher’s need; they often want to extract specific information from a range of texts for specific legal purposes. In contrast, finding a specific legal resource online is an excursion that may not yield any meaningful information as the data is unstructured and diverse. Using law books, legal journals, and newsletters gives dated information which can enhance legal research by tagging events with the period they happened (Gerami & Hawes, 2018). One other non-electronic resource that researchers may access includes government archives and legislative documents, which are often in hardcopy print format and is available for public use as an excellent source of information for the legal fraternity.
Traditional print-based resources are easier to handle anytime, and unlike in electronic research, they are not bound to dependence on technology devices in their application. Similarly, the researcher gets that genuine sense of reading and practically gathering facts for their research instead of accessing legal resources using virtual environments. Usually, using non-electronic methods to preserve resources guarantees security and safety as it is not exposed to electronic challenges like data corruption, disk damage, or accidental erasure.
Non-electronic resources benefit from diverse information sources, which gives the researcher the ability to collect information from different sources. For instance, in the UK, these sources are designed to enable seamless access from any location. The information used for the research is often accurate and reliable as it is sourced from verifiable sources.
Referencing non-electronic resources by librarians is an important activity that helps researchers easily identify which resources have the information they want and make their practical investigation faster and more accurate. Electronic resources use indexing and keyword searches, which apply search algorithms that are diverse, resulting in unreliable outcomes. The existence of archives and libraries for non-electronic resources provides a stable method of preserving these vital assets for the future. Notably, non-electronic methods dominate legal scholarly research and publication, while the electronic environment poses inherent future risks in their application for research as the technology environment keeps evolving. This uncertainty is not good for legal scholars and researchers who need dependable and consistent sources for their resources. Legal researchers using non-electronic resources benefit from testing different sets of laws that are applied in diverse situations, which presents them with the opportunity to have a wider understanding of legal theories.
Non-electronic resources introduce the need to have a universal approach to have research outcomes that are dependable. Using a centralized system will ensure that the sources interlink, making it easy for the researcher to identify sources easily. At the same time, these resources are structured as they facilitate cross-referencing to other related sources for the research, unlike electronic sources, which are disorganized. The conventional legal research resources make it easy to validate information, especially case laws prone to regular changes.
Risks of Using Non-Electronic Sources in Practical Legal Research
Legal practice is diverse and can be as localized as its geographical setting. Some of the challenges of the legal profession are that a law that is applied universally in one region can be rendered obsolete and redundant in another region. Thus conducting practical research based on resources that work in one area may not yield the same results as those from another jurisdiction (Zhu, 2021). Equally, legal researchers may use documents that have not been ratified and approved as law for their research. The problem with this incident is that the research will not have the latitude as a basis for legal practice. 
Each country has its approaches to conducting legal research. For the United Kingdom, the process is rigorous as the researcher is obligated to identify the legal threshold for the research within the specific jurisdiction. The risk with this approach that each jurisdiction uses a unique legal language complete with terminology and terms, which may hinder an otherwise well-versed legal researcher from practically carrying out their research effectively as there is no avenue for getting interpretations when faced with language challenges. 
Time is a limiting factor when conducting practical legal research as the evidence may be spread across numerous source documents bringing into question the integrity of the process. Similarly, failing to meet the research objectives when using non-electronic resources poses a risk when the sources are not detailed enough to yield the desired information. Ultimately, this latter eventuality leads to poor research outcomes.
Conclusion
Practical legal research focuses on gathering legal content for generating legal arguments using primary and secondary sources. Resources used for legal research in the United Kingdom include precedents, statutes, encyclopaedias, legislation and law books and journals. The use of non-electronic legal resources provides a focused structure that guides the research process in a targeted manner. Thus, conventional methods of conducting practical legal research is lean and reliable. Some of the benefits of using non-electronic resources for legal research include ease to use, permanence, and authenticity. Practical and non-electronic resources for legal research are available in the Lexis library and Inns of Court Library. Other electronic resources for legal research include the Atkins Court Forms, LexisPSL, Westlaw, Lawtel and Halsbury encyclopaedia. Non-electronic legal resources provide dated information that is usable in academic citations and are easier to handle anywhere anytime without dependence on other tools, and benefits researchers with diverse sources of information. Librarians help in referencing non-electronic resources which in turn assists researchers to easily identify the resources that have the information they need. The risks of using non-electronic resources for practical legal research include the fact that application of the law is not universally acceptable, every country has its own methods of conducting legal research and time becomes a limiting factor. 
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