	
	
	



EXHIBTION TITLE: 	A Walk to a Better World 
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This exhibition is about highlighting only a handful of the significant issues that we are facing in the world today and what everybody can do to help the Earth. I feel like this is incredibly important to talk about right now as the state of the world currently terrifying, how we as humans have and are treating this planet is disgusting and things need to change before we enter a place of no return. Within this piece of writing, I will be touching upon the topics of Climate changing, landfill sites and how technology may be our best hope in getting a healthy planet back. I will be starting with the artist Mary Mattingly with her live sculptures based on the wastefulness of humans. Also, the artist Natalie Jeremijenko is taking her technological brain and is producing so many creative ways to help the creatures and plants of the Planet. 

The theme that I am looking at is based upon the changes that we are seeing in the world today.  For this exhibition I wanted the viewer to take a walk, a walk starting with the world as it is today and finishing with a world that we could so easily have if everybody would do their part for the environment. A quote from the author Frederic Gros “There is a suspensive freedom that comes with waking” I want the viewer to feel free to walk around and experience this exhibition not to be confined inside. 
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Mary Mattingly is the first artist I have chosen at the very beginning of my exhibition. She is an artist based in the Brooklyn area, she explores the issues of displacement, sustainability and climate through her work. Mary Mattingly uses many different skills and includes many different art forms within her work such as, sculptural pieces, performance and mainly photography. She is mostly known for her performance live sculptures of humans getting weighted down by their personal processions. These pieces were created to show us how we as humans have a very big problem with consumption of materialistic products.  
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David Buckland is next in my exhibition, he is a well-known artist, writer, filmmaker and curator. Buckland is an environmental artist trying to make people notice the effects of climate change and the differences that are happening to our planet. Buckland's main topic of work is based around climate change, mainly in the way it is affecting the ice caps. Buckland works art is digital based and he records and projects his work using lens-based technology. Then taking his findings and taking that information and transforming it into an emotional and physical presence. Whilst doing this Buckland also has become head of a charity named ‘Cape Farewell’ hoping to do everything they can to put a stop to climate change.  “Climate change is a reality. Caused by us all, it is a cultural, social and economic problem and must move beyond scientific debate. Cape Farewell is committed to the notion that artists can engage the public in this issue, through creative insight and vision.”
DAVID BUCKLAND, 2001
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Mel Chin is an Asian American artist born is Houston, Texas in 1951. He is known for his experimental ‘Earthwork’ pieces as he says.  He is largely motivated by social circumstances, environmental and political problems happening around the world. Chin’s artwork is mainly made outside as he likes to play around with landscapes, he also works in other public spaces and within galleries also. Mel Chin is very passionate about the environment and has been creating artworks and experiments to show and to help the Earth. 
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Born in Budapest, Hungary in 1931, Agnes Denes was then raised in Sweden by her parents then she was educated in the United States, she Is now based in New York City.  Agnes’s exhibition career began to pick up in the 1960s and 70s, she has now participated in more than 450 exhibitions, art galleries and museums throughout the world. Within all Agnes work there is a conversation being made between her and the Earth, she is always trying to revive the word in new and creative ways. 
Natalie Jeremijenko's
[image: ]
Natalie Jeremijenko is an Australian artist born in 1966, who’s educational background involves studies in biochemistry, physics and neuroscience. Her artwork works closely with the topics of the environment, society today and technology. Natalie’s work I find highlights the mutualistic relationship that we as humans have with the natural world. She was said “The project that I’m engaged in is re-imagining our relationship to natural systems, which I would argue is the space race of the 21st century.” Natalie’s works with her technological background to make environmental art and solutions to help global warming issues and the small creatures of the Planet.
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Mary Mattingly ‘House Of Objects’ 
This piece of art is named 'House of Objects' and has been created by the artist Mary Mattingly, it is a live sculpture piece that show a person getting weighted down by a boulder of objects. This piece was created to display the problem that we as humans have with displacement and our consumption problems. This piece was created in the year of 2013, this date was quite significant to the artist as she was already working on a different climate change piece at the time, she was at this time moving and discovered how many objects she had accumulated in such a short space of time and inspiration stuck her to discover something that she was experiencing herself at the time. A quote saying
” When I was making this work in 2013, I had bundled almost everything in my possession into seven large boulder-like forms” She wanted to share with the world the dangers of consumption and how it can easily weigh you down 
For this exhibition I would want the viewer to walk into the guided walk and see multiple different versions of these live sculpture's spaces out along the path as then the viewer will look and observe and hopefully think about all the objects, they own but do not need and never needed. 
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David Buckland ‘Discount The Future’ 
This is piece by David Buckland, the art piece is intended to be an emotional piece showing the ice caps as they are melting due to global warming with added text from David reading ‘Discounting the future’ Making the viewer think about all their choices regarding the Earth and how we as humans are throwing away the future of our planet for gain in one way or another. With is this piece David waned people to understand the importance of the rising temperatures and how affected the ice caps truly are. A quote from Bill McKibben saying  “A simple calculation shows that the temperature in the arctic regions would rise about eight to nine degrees Celsius, if the carbonic acid increased to two and a half or three times its present value.” 
He created this piece when he was producing a film called ‘Art from the Arctic’ which later was played on the BBC in 2006. Within my exhibition I would want there to be ice slab sculptures made with the words of David Buckland on them and as the day goes on the ice will then begin to melt over time, hopefully leaving people with the thought of this is happening in our world and it is a very serious problem that we are facing. 
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Mel Chin ‘Revival Fields’ 
This is a living art pieces that I still being used and observed today, this is a piece of art from Mel Chin. This piece is called ‘Revival Fields’ It was made in the year of 1989 and as I said is still going today. This piece of art is sat upon a hazardous waste landfill site, Mel chin wanted to find a way to help this site and one day bring life back to it. Chin then created the Revival Field this project is said to be a pioneer in the field of green remediation, as the land it is sat on is filled with heavy metals and toxic waste, they used plants to extract all this harmfulness from the ground. The plant used was Thlaspi I resilient type of herb that has the highest hyperaccumulation rate. This project has shown that even in the most toxic places of the earth life can still grow it just needs help. I found a quote from Frederic Gros saying “When fog shrouds the mountains or rain starts to fall in sheets you have to continue to keep going” I feel like this quote relates here as Mel Chin has seen the state of our planet and experienced it himself and he is pushing through to make a difference for the better. 
I want this piece to start to be the turnaround art piece I would want an exact replica of this with the fence and all, the viewer will walk through the piece and experience it, experience that there is always something that can done even if the site is in the worst situations. 
       . [image: ]
Agnes Denes – Wheatfield – A Confrontation, 1982, Battery Park Landfill, Downtown Manhattan, photo: John McGrall
This piece of live art is by Agnes Denes, and it is named ‘Wheatfield’ Wheatfield is one of Dene’s best-known works, it was an art movement towards to problem of global warming, world hunger, mismanagement and waste throughout the world at the time. The live piece consisted of Agnes planting golden wheat over top of a rubble landfill site. This piece was made in 1982 with the support of the Public Art Fund and it was created on a landfill site in Manhattan, it was created over a four- month span within the spring and summer of that year. The field was said to reach over 2 acres and it was planted and harvested by the artist herself in the summer of 1982.  The plot of land that this was planted on was worth over $4.5 Billion in property value, so this art sent out a very powerful message at the time. Explaining on her website, Denes said: 
“Wheatfield was a symbol, a universal concept; it represented food, energy, commerce, world trade, and economics. It referred to mismanagement, waste, world hunger and ecological concerns. T called attention to our misplaced priorities.” 
For this piece I would want the viewers to first walk through rubble and left-over broken-down trash and then as the walk they gradually start to see sprouts of life and ultimately, they will then be walking within a field of golden wheat. I would like it set out like this to show that nature will always find a way to grow back and overcome anything and show the possibilities that places like landfill sites are a huge waste of space on the Earth and could be used for so much more.  
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The Farmacy
This art piece is called ‘The Farmacy’ is was created by Natalie Jeremijenko. The piece consists of huge hanging planters filled with nutritious soil and seeds ready to grow. Jeremijenko is very focused on the idea of mutualism, this is a concept that say that all species of our ecosystem depend upon each other and that they should work together for a mutual benefit. These planters are said to turn any railing, billboard or parapet into an arable and clean space. These soil filled planters can increase the green canopy to improves air quality and even provide food for neigherhoods. A quote from Rebecca Solnet states “There is an increasing disjunction between the human body and modern environment” I think this piece shows that humans can live alongside nature within populated city areas. 
For the last piece in my exhibition, I would want these planters hung up on a big billboard full of life and with flower everywhere, I would also want the on the ground also. To end of the guided tour, I would like there is a huge planter where everyone can plant one seed each, to show how easy it is to connect with nature and for them to leave feeling like they have learnt something about how they can help the planet. 

Aldo Lepold (1999) A Fierce Green Fire: Aldo Leopold's Life and Legacy Oxford: Oxford University Press -“I am glad I will not be young in a future without wilderness.”

Bill McKibben (2011) The Global Warming Reader: A Century of Writing about Climate Change New York: Penguin Book Publishing 
“A simple calculation shows that the temperature in the arctic regions would rise about eight to nine degrees Celsius, if the carbonic acid increased to two and a half or three times its present value.” 
Randolph Lewis (2006) Alanis Obomsawin: The Vision of a Native Filmmaker available at:  Alanis Obomsawin: The Vision of a Native Filmmaker by Randolph Lewis (goodreads.com)   (Accessed on 14/04/22) 
“When the last tree is cut, the fish is caught, and the last river is polluted, when to breathe the air is sicking, you will realize, too late”
Frederic Gros (2014) The Philosophy of Walking London: Verso Publishing - “There is a suspensive freedom that comes from walking” --“When fog shrouds the mountains or rain starts to fall in sheets you have to continue to keep going”
Rebecca Solnet (2002) Wanderlust London: Verso Publishing - “There is an increasing disjunction between the human body and modern environment”
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