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[bookmark: _Toc151484005]Introduction
In this essay, there has been a proper discussion of the Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Act 2020. This is where all the legal aspects of the legislation have been pointed. Where the positives and negatives have been understood. Hence, there was a need to have a few reformations, as the main reason was that the old divorce laws brought in unfairness with petitions being dismissed according to the legislation. The outcome of the parties being in an unwanted marriage was not considered. Hence, whether the new legislation was beneficial for society or not has been discussed ahead. In this manner, all the aspects of the essay have been covered.
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Has the DDSA 2020 had a positive or negative effect on divorce cases being brought in England & Wales. Discuss.
The whole subject of divorce can be seen as an attention-seeking topic, wherein the cases have increased a lot. These figures have also increased post the effects of the covid-19 worldwide. Furthermore, coming from the divorce system, which is present in the United Kingdom, it can be discussed that there is a need to have reformation under the legislations which are present. Also, there has been a push to have a no-fault divorce system. In addition to this, the laws till the year 1969 in the United Kingdom mainly allowed an individual to bring ahead a petition before the court, only if the spouse was at fault for the marriage. Wherein, the reason for the marriage was due to there being adultery and even cruelty, along with desertion as well (Deane, 2022).
Then coming towards the reformations that were made during the 1950s and even the 1960s, there was legislation which had been implemented. It was the “Matrimonial Causes Act,1973” had been established, and even formed the main base of divorce law in The United Kingdom. Therefore, the previous legislation for divorce mainly had a few factors which made a divorce petition applicable to be brought before court, and there must be at least one of the grounds which has to be present. Wherein, the spouse has committed adultery, and the couple cannot live with each other anymore. Further, if the spouse had behaved in such a manner that the couple would not be able to live with each other anymore. Also, if the spouse has committed desertion for two years, and lastly if there is a separation for two years with consent. Further, comes ahead the separation if done for five years, and without consent as well. Therefore, there was a case that mainly pointed to the need to have a reformation under the divorce laws (vlex.co.uk,2023).
In the case of Owens v Owens [2018] UKSC 41, there was a couple who were having a difficult marriage. Mrs Owen had moved out of her matrimonial home as she complained that she was facing unreasonable behaviour from her husband. Hence, there was a petition filed against the claim of behaviour and even defended against it as well. Lastly, the court found that the behaviour that had been pointed out was expected to be present in the marriage. Therefore, even the Supreme Court followed the legislation, and the petition of Mrs Owen was dismissed. This decision given by the court was considered to be unfair, the reason being that Mrs Owen was forced to be in a marriage she didn’t want to be in.
Thus, this can be considered as a case which mainly triggered the need to have reformation in the legislation that was present. Also, it brought ahead the need to have an introduction towards the no-fault divorce. The interpretation behind this type of system was that a divorce has to fit any of the statutory facts that have been laid down. Also, it can even end the limit of applicability, wherein there was a requirement to have a cause for divorce (Wagner,2020).
Due to these reasons, there was the introduction of The Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Act 2020. Hence, this legislation brought various changes in the current law, wherein firstly it can be pointed out. That, requirement to have one of the facts for applying for divorce has been dissolved. Hence, now a petitioner has to just provide an adequate statement which can confirm an irretrievable breakdown. Furthermore, there has been an introduction of having a 26-week notice period, and also there is a small timeframe of 20 weeks. This is where the petition can move to become a decree (legislation.gov.uk,2023).
In addition to this, under the new legislation both the parties will be able to produce ahead a joint application. The main intention behind this, was so that one person would not need to petition the other party. Further, the language used will be even more modernised. But there are some positives which can be seen as ahead. Wherein, the hostility which is present for both parties will be reduced as well, and this can happen because the blame to be accepted by one of the spouses has been removed. Therefore, this can be very beneficial, especially for petitions which have been made for behaviour. Then as there will be less conflict between the parents, the more beneficial it will be for their children as well.
Further, a couple can even look to get into a mediation as well wherein the conflict can be even more reduced as well. Also, as the legislation has come forward it will surely make all the processes even more straightforward as well. Hence, in all the cases where the behaviour has been the issue, then all the confusion will be reduced, also all the risks will be eliminated as well. Especially with the fact that strong particulars are prepared and there are chances where the petition can be rejected as well. Some couples can even have discretion where they can mutually decide to not wait for two years, even after their separation. This, therefore, helps to eliminate the whole burden of finance over all the spouses. Further, there can even be a negative impact on the children which can be avoided as well.


Therefore, these are some of the positives which can be pointed out. In addition to this, there is the introduction of the no-fault system. This can be seen as a key reform that came forward under the Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Act 2020. Hence, it brings ahead the very fact that there is now no need to put forward any blame, especially for the relationship to end when the application for divorce is brought before the court. Then comes the negatives of the no-fault divorce system which is present in the United Kingdom. The whole process of divorce to be completed takes around six months as well. Hence, it is not possible to process an application that can end a marriage legally (lexology.com,2023).
In addition to this, divorce is now made even easier, there have been some opinions which have been made ahead. Wherein, it has been stated that due to having such an easier process, couples are not working on their marriage relationships. This is also the reason why there is a 20-week waiting period that is present between the application and even the issuing of the conditional order. Hence, when compared to the old legislation there were a lot of issues that were resulting ahead for the citizen. Thus, the new legislation has introduced a modern change for the people approaching with a divorce petition.
Lastly, neither of the parties must take any responsibility when the relationship ends. This is where the end to assigning the blame moves ahead. Due to this, it removes the potential of any conflict, and this is a problem because there have been various cases, wherein there are people who want their spouse to accept their responsibility. Further, there are cases where one of the parties has committed adultery or has an unreasonable behaviour. Therefore, these are some of the ambiguous facts that can be pointed out.
Furthermore, it can be stated that the Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Act, of 2020 completely amended the Civil Partnership Act,2004 and even the Civil Partnership Act 2004. This has, therefore, removed all the concepts of fault-based proceedings that were of divorce and even dissolution as well. Then there is judicial separation as well which can be pointed out as well. Thus, this was considered an adequate change which can be seen, and the courts even deal with various applications that come forward (judiciary.uk,2022).


Therefore, under the new law, all the decisions of the court which will be related to divorce and dissolution will mainly not depend on the findings, which will state the responsibility of both parties. So, there is no scope for the court to decide the conduct of both parties. Further, the conduct of both the parties will be considered as relevant only when the conduct is considered as unreasonable. Also, all the costs that have been incurred and even increased due to the result. An award for the costs that will be in favour of the other party will be considered as appropriate.
Furthermore, the concept of success will not be considered as well, and it will even have a limited application as well. In a case, where the court has not determined the dispute between two parties, then the outcome won’t be regarded as being a success. Also, the changes which have been made by the 2020 Act. It will not have an effect over the grounds of mainly seeking the order for nullity. Also, the approach of the court to mainly bring ahead the costs in all proceedings of nullity also won't be affected. But all the procedures for mainly seeking the order of costs can be changed (hansard.parliament.uk,2022).
Also, coming towards the procedure it can be pointed out that, all the applications which can be made for matrimonial and civil partnerships, will mainly not include any type of provision. Especially for the application of the cost order. This is the reason why it can be stated that the no-fault divorce can be seen as legislation which can remove stress and even all tensions, and even accusatory behaviours. Also, helpful for all the couples who have their relationships broken. It will even create a commendable separation, especially for both parties. It also, ensures that all the couples will be allowed to properly collaborate and even provide an essential document. It also can free up all the time which can be used to focus, on all the matters which ae important like the proceedings which can be related towards finance. Also, it will be related to the assets and even the children as well.
Lastly, the no-fault divorce system has mainly increased privacy, wherein the court does not allow the proceedings to be allowed in front of the whole court. Hence, this becomes very beneficial for the parties who want to keep the details of the divorce completely private. But the main point of all is that it mainly helps victims of domestic abuse. Also, it has even helped to reduce the costs of the proceedings which will be related to divorce (Mortelmans,2020).

Therefore, it can be concluded that The Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Act has brought various positives and negatives. But it has surely helped the proceedings of divorce law to remove the unfairness which was present in the old legislation. Hence, the new legislation has brought ahead reformations which were needed for the current needs of the society which has a positive outcome for The United Kingdom.

[bookmark: _Toc151484007]Conclusion
In this essay, there has been an adequate discussion related to The Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Act 2020. Therefore, the history of divorce laws in the United Kingdom has been observed. Wherein, there are some judicial precedents which have been used to understand the unfairness which was faced by the people who are bringing ahead a divorce petition. Then there is the introduction of the new law, that brought ahead various necessary changes, Hence, all the positives and negatives of the topic have been covered, and it has been concluded that The Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Act 2020 has brought a positive impact for all the divorce cases that might take place ahead in the United Kingdom.
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