Version 1_Cohort 15 
[image: ]

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE in Consolidation of Social Work Practice
LEVEL 6 - 60 Credits
BMPF6044


LEARNER PORTFOLIO
(PORTH AGORED and UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID)


	Learner’s name: Emma Jones

Email address: 2320029@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

Learner’s University Registration Number: 2320029

Cohort: 21onwards


 





Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

The UN Convention on the Right of the Child (UNCRC) (1989) is an agreement signed by 196 countries, outlining the fundamental rights of children in all aspects of their lives. As of 2011, Wales became the first country in the UK to make the UNCRC law. Following this, The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 was introduced, which placed a duty on Welsh ministers to have regard to the UNCRC. 
The UNCRC ties in with the main principles of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (SSWBA) 2014, where every child has the right to have their needs met, and to be free from abuse and neglect. The SSWBA aims to apply early intervention to reduce these risks, and to provide the correct care and support. Parts 3 and 4 of this act underlines the local authority’s (LA) duty and power to assess and meet the needs of a child. Part 7 of the SSWBA outlines the safeguarding procedures for a child at risk and the LA duty to report and investigate children at risk under section 47 of the Children Act 1989 (CA). 
The guidance for reporting a child at risk is underlined within the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2021). These procedures guide professionals by outlining the safeguarding process. It emphasises the importance of early intervention to protect a child at risk and prevent actual harm, abuse and neglect. When a report concerning a child at risk is received, an Initial Strategy discussion is held and a decision must be made within one working day, as to whether the child is suffering or at risk of significant harm. A decision will be made to determine if the child requires immediate protection, or whether section 47 enquiries should commence. Under section 47 of the CA, enquiries must be conducted within 10 working days of receiving the initial report. Enquiries involve gathering information regarding the concerns raised. These enquiries could involve joint enquiries involving police and criminal investigation. Other relevant partners, such as education and health, have a duty to cooperate in these enquiries, however the LA hold the lead role. If enquiries conclude that the case should proceed to child protection conference, the child protection conference is held within 15 working days. A child protection plan should be created if it is decided that the child should be placed onto the Child Protection Register. 
Section 134 of the SSWBA requires regional safeguarding boards to be implemented (NWSGB, 2016). The NWSGB (2016) has the responsibility to ensure effective measures are in place to protect children. The board underlines the need to challenge relevant agencies to share information and co-operate in planning and delivering protection services. 
Within my organisation, where an immediate risk of significant harm to a child has been identified, it is my responsibility to report to emergency services and inform my line manager. In this instance, the police hold the power to remove a child from any danger and take them to a place of safety. The child can remain in this place of safety for up to 72 hours without a court order in place. If there is no risk of immediate harm to a child, but there has been a disclosure made, I would ensure to adhere to the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2021). 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

A significant difference between children at risk and adults at risk is that an adult can choose not to protect themselves if they are established to have the mental capacity to do so following the Mental Capacity Act (MCA) (2005).  The MCA (2005) allows for adults to make unwise decisions providing that they have mental capacity to understand, weigh up and retain information. Whereas, where children have been identified as at risk, the Children Act (1989) and the SSWBA (2014) underlines that safeguarding procedures must be followed, with the child’s welfare being paramount and the local authorities duty to assess and meet the needs of children in need. 
Article 5 of the Human Rights Act 1998 states that ‘Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No-one shall be deprived of his or her liberty unless in accordance with a procedure prescribed by law. Under the MCA (2005), and adult is considered to have capacity to consent unless they are assessed as lacking capacity to make decisions surrounding their care/support or to understand and consent to treatment. In this instance, the Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS) framework applies. DoLS are in place by law when there in a need to deprive an individual who lacks capacity of their liberty if it is necessary to keep them safe from risk of harm.
Where a child is concerned, a person with parental responsibility would make decisions on their behalf, in their best interest. However, in some instances, if the child (under 16 years), is considered to be competent and have full understanding of their treatment, they are able to play a part in making decisions regarding their care. This is described as “Gillick competence” (NHS, 2022). The Wales Safeguarding Procedures highlight the need to adopt a child-centred approach, which involves practitioners ensuring that they engage with children to create a better understanding of what life is like for them and to obtain their wishes and feelings. 
The “Working together to safeguard children” (Welsh Government, 2015) guide sets out guidance for practitioners when working to safeguard children. This guidance highlights the need to share information between professionals, and to utilise a child-centred approach with the child’s rights and best interests being paramount. This guide also underlines that the consent of an individual is not always necessary when sharing information if the circumstances are not appropriate for practitioners to do so should it put the child at risk. 
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