Chapter Three: Methodology 
3:1 Introduction 
In my study I will look to explore what substances effect different categories of crime and identify the current policies and initiatives aimed at lowering substance abuse, whilst identifying how effective these strategies are. I will focus on asking participants questions on their experience into alcohol and drugs effecting crime levels and how often they encounter individuals whose offending behaviour appears linked to substance misuse. 
A substantial amount of research has established a strong link between substance misuse and increased crime rate in the UK, especially in relation to violent crime and re-offending, however I aim to address the gap in the research by identifying to what extent substances have an impact on crime, along with how much of an impact the policies and initiatives have actually made.

3:2 Research Strategy 
In order to establish what extent substance misuse can have on crime, I have decided that the most effective date collection method would be to create an online questionnaire. I initially considered interviewing participants, which would be a qualitive approach which focuses on non-numerical data to understand participates perspectives. These have ‘emerged as indispensable tools for garnering deep insights and understanding complex phenomena’ (Lim, 2024). However, interviews can be time-consuming, and people may be less willing to agree to complete one. Therefore, I have chosen to conduct quantitative research method in the form of a questionnaire which will be effective in examining correlations between substance misuse and crime as it ‘ensures that the knowledge gained is not only academically robust but also practically applicable in shaping effective date-driven strategies’ (Lim, 2024). However, throughout my questionnaire I will be asking participants both closed and opened ended questions, allowing me to receive quantitative and qualitative answers. 
A questionnaire is considered ‘a sophisticated cognitive process whereby respondents go though steps to process the information provided to them by questions and response options’ (Lietz 2010). I will ask individuals directly if they will be willing to participate in my anonymous questionnaire, before sending them an email containing a link to complete the survey on Survey Monkey.
The survey will ask participants their role and level of experience to help identify if people with different lengths of service have different experiences in dealing with substance misuse and offending, along with policies that have helped individuals struggling to break the cycle of substance use and offending. 
They will then be asked to what extent they believe alcohol and drugs use have impacted crime levels in their experience in the form of multiple-choice questions which they will be able to select their answer from. Participants will then be asked what offences are most commonly linked with different levels of crime in their experiences, such as violent crime, domestic crime, public order offences, driving offences and thefts. They will also have the option for ‘other’ and be able to specify any other offences. 
Finally, they will be asked what policies and initiatives in their experience have people they have dealt with been signposted too and how effective they these have been in dealing with substance misuse related crime. 

3:3 Data Collection 
Participants of my survey will be police officers in my local force, along with staff within partner agencies like YOS and BAROD who help provide support to people who have committed crime through substance misuse. I will directly ask these individuals to take part in my survey which I feel they more be inclined to complete rather than just sending them an email. I aim to have 30 participants complete my survey, as this will obtain a wide range of opinions and allow me to develop a good analysis of results.
Responses to my survey will firstly be broken down by those who are a serving police officers, retired police officers and those who work for partner agencies, along with how many years of experience in their role that have. This will help me differentiate the answers I obtain as those serving as a police officer will have different experiences than those working with individuals to help tackle substance misuse and offending. 
I will be asking closed questions relating to what extent they believe substance misuse has on crime and which types of offences in their experiences are linked to alcohol and drug misuse. This will be compared open questions into what initiatives are effective in lowering substance abuse and re-offending, allowing me to analyse not only which substances effect the highest level of crime, but what support is the most beneficial for these individuals.  

3:4 Limitations 
I will ensure individuals that this is an anonymous questionnaire with no personal details being asked, mitigating any concerns that their opinions may be associated with them. They may also be less likely to answer the questions with their honest opinion as they don’t want to be seen as being different to their peers. I will manage this by asking individuals at different times, so they won’t have the change to complete it next to their peers, being less inclined to submit the same answers. This will allow them to answer the questions honestly and provide me with a more reliable result. Individuals are not likely to come to any harm when completing this questionnaire, however to mitigate any impact this survey will have on their mental health, I will include support number and websites they can look into if they are feeling effected by the questions asked. 
There is also a risk that individuals may not feel they have the time to complete my survey and so will complete it quickly without thinking in depth of their answers, or just not complete the survey at all. This will severely impact my results as they will not be accurate. Therefore, I will manage this by ensuring them that the questionnaire will not take them long however it’s essential they complete it when they are not distracted by anything else and is completed in their own time, preventing it interfering with work or other commitments. 
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