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Two key concepts for creative approaches to teaching 

Being creative means being able to use skills like originality and imagination to generate unique, novel ideas. Being creative also means being able to elaborate. (Barrett, 2015) This means having the capacity to thoroughly explain concepts. A creative person also signifies the ability to come up with multiple solutions, along with adaptability, and curiosity. (Barrett, 2015) This indicates that a creative person is likely to adapt better to different situations and find solutions to problems easier than a person who may not be creative. Creativity also means having complexity to be able to go into depth about ideas and potential implications. (Birt, 2022) This means it is important to teach children creativity and important to include creative teaching in an educational setting. As these are good skills that children would greatly benefit from. 

Being creative “helps you see things differently; it allows you to find wonder in the world; and it helps you express yourself in unique and powerful ways”. (Andrews, 2021) Not expressing yourself can harm a person. Ultimately, people who do not express their thoughts and feelings “will reject themselves and their growth, and they will suppress their feelings”. Suppressing thoughts and feelings could cause children to lose sight of the ways they can express themselves creatively so they can feel good about themselves, be free and be happy. (Stockton, 2021) It is important to ensure children do not think of themselves negatively and that the children can find ways to express their emotions and feelings, to enable the children to find solutions to problems which could lead them to feel good about themselves and be able to grow.

Andrew states that being creative is essential it enables you to have great problem-solving skills as “creative thinking leads to solutions”. (Andrews, 2021) By using creative thinking you can look at a problem from a different perspective or consider a possibility you had never considered before enabling you to improve your problem-solving skills. These are just examples of the many reasons why it is important to include different types of creative approaches to teaching. There are many different approaches to creative learning which have great significance in education today, I am going to talk about the significance and contributions that the approach of drama and scientific play have in an education setting.

Drama
What is drama? 
It is a way of learning in education that encourages and helps pupils make sense of the world while also allowing them to express and share ideas in the art form. Drama is the portrayal of actual and imaginary events through characters and scenarios. (National Association for Drama Education, 2015) Drama is a very creative led subject that allows children to express their thoughts and ideas but also themselves. Drama can be used in different ways such as:
· “Roleplay
· Storytelling
· Acting out dialogue 
· Writing the dialogue 
· Creating characters
· Miming and dubbing”
(Levy, 2021)

Young children can express their thoughts, desires, and emotions through drama. It challenges children's ideas about the world and who they are. They are encouraged to think critically and creatively by acting out made-up characters and circumstances. (Eustaquio, 2021) this means that the use of drama in a school setting would help children manage and openly express their emotions and feelings. It is important to allow children to open up and express their selves as not allowing children to express their thoughts, and feelings are against their rights as UNICEF state in article 12 “Every child has the right to express their opinions, feelings, and wishes in all situations, as well as the right to have their views and opinions taken seriously.”  (UNICEF, 2017) going against a child’s right is unlawful therefore the approach of drama is important as it enables children to express themselves giving them the right to express their views and to be heard.

Drama also enables the children to take on new roles, make choices and consider different possibilities. (Lewin, 2020) Taking on new roles is important for a child's development, as Millwood education suggests it “builds confidence, creativity communication, physical development and problem-solving.” (Millwood Education, 2016) and Western Governors University states “Children can learn practical life skills and social skills through dramatic play that will benefit them throughout their lives.” (Western Governors University, 2021) This shows drama ensures that children are working creatively by being able to act out and adapt to different roles and it encourages creative expression. This also shows that drama can help benefit the children’s social skills, critical thinking skills, communication, and problem-solving skills, it also can benefit their development in general too. These are skills that the children will have to use very often in a school setting therefore drama could make this easier for the children. 

Drama encourages creative expression and through creative expression children can learn about the consequences of their actions, practise appropriate behaviour, and respond to conflict in a positive way. (Eustaquio, 2021) learning that all actions have consequences, will allow children to know right from wrong. Teaching them that positive actions lead to positive consequences and negative actions lead to negative consequences is an important thing to do, as according to Gray having negative consequences will tend to make us regret the actions and result in us refraining from taking the same or similar actions in the future. (Gray, 2017) meaning that once children learn that all their actions have consequences, they are less likely to act negatively and are more likely to act more positively and respectfully which will result in them having positive feedback. B.F Skinner’s theory on Operant Conditioning also supports Gray’s point as skinner believes “positive reinforcement strengthens a behaviour by enforcing a consequence that a person finds rewarding,” and “Negative reinforcement strengthens behaviour because it stops or removes an unpleasant experience.” (McLeod, 2018) meaning when children deal with their consequences good behaviour is more likely to be repeated while negative behaviour is less likely. Therefore, enforcing drama in an educational setting can not only enhance children’s skills but also help them practise appropriate behaviour and teach them right from wrong.  

“As a teaching method, the method of drama in education is also effective in attracting and sustaining the attention of students in the primary school age” (İşyar, 2017) the use of drama in the school environment can contribute to creating a more exciting and fun learning environment. Making lessons exciting and fun could help gain the attention and enable the children to be more engaged in their lesson, Sabeh states “Drama enhances learning by bringing humour, play, and laughter; this boosts motivation and lowers stress.” (Sabeh, 2014) because of this, it can be implied that the subject of drama can bring joy and fun leading to children feeling more motivated and relaxed ready to learn and participate in lessons. It can also be implied that because drama brings humour, play, and laughter this can also benefit their social development. 

Scientific play 
What is scientific play?
In a primary school setting, scientific play is the process of teaching children about the natural world using experimentation and observation whilst also incorporating play. It is stated by Science Play, “Children learn while having fun playing with "hands-on" play equipment through Science Play.” They also suggest that scientific play can be used in and outdoors. (Science Play, 2012) Learning about science is important for children this is because Science teaches children more about themselves and the world around them. Children's confidence and knowledge of their bodies and functions can benefit greatly from learning about the human body early. (Queensland Government, 2022) Scientific play teaches children about the world and what goes on scientifically around them every day they also learn about what goes on in their bodies which they may find interesting as what they are learning applies to them too. Learning science through play can ensure that the children are more interested as it is a creative approach to teaching. 
Examples of scientific play in an educational setting are:
· Experiments 
· Observations 
· Sensory based activities
· Learning about the weather
· Cooking (taste testing)
(Care for Kids, 2020)

Care for Kids also suggests that these activities can develop their key skills including critical thinking, problem-solving, creativity teamwork skills and states that a child learning through scientific play can help gain a better understanding of the world. (Care for Kids, 2020) Frobel’s theory of learning through play links to what care for kids is stating as Frobel believed “Children build their understanding of the world through play, which also enables them to discover their connections to the natural world and their surroundings and through and in his play, he can feel himself to be independent” (Froebel Trust, 2020) this suggests that learning through play is a powerful creative approach to the child’s learning that enables the child to be their self and be independent, this could mean that through letting the children play independently making their own choices during their scientific play they can learn through their own first-hand experiences. 

Through science education activities, children have the chance to learn and develop many different skills and qualities. These include problem-solving, analytical, and collaborative skills as well as perseverance, teamwork, and communication skills. (First Discoverers, 2018) Children need to develop different skills to become more knowledgeable and support their development. Raising Children claim that “As children learn new skills, they also develop their confidence, self-esteem and independence. therefore, supporting children to learn new skills can be an important factor in enhancing their overall development. (Raising Children, 2021) This supports that because through science play children are developing many different skills it is also supporting the children’s overall development that being their social and emotional which they can gain through collaborating, communicating and teamwork with other children. Vygotsky’s cultural-historical theory can be implied here as Vygotsky believed “play is an important part of early childhood” and that “play promotes cognitive, social, and emotional development in children.” (Scharer, 2017) Therefore scientific play can have links to the overall development of children which is a great advantage to children for their futures.

 Where First Discoverers stated through science activities children can “improve their communication, collaboration and teamwork skills” (First Discoverers, 2018) they are suggesting that science play also incorporates working together in groups or teams. Vygotsky would agree that working in groups or collaborating would benefit the children as they would be able to learn from “the more knowledgeable other”. The more knowledgeable other is referred to as a person who, about a specific task, process, or concept, has a better understanding or a better ability level than the learner. (McLeod, 2022) this could be referred to as when children come together and work in a team, the children are then the more knowledgeable other. When working in groups they can help teach each other with the knowledge that they have on the task, therefore they are gaining more knowledge from their peers ‘the more knowledgeable other’ McLeod states that “The MKO is implied to be a teacher or an older adult, but this isn't always the case. A child's peers are frequently the people with more knowledge or experience.” (McLeod, 2022) therefore implies that the children’s peers which in a school setting would be other pupils can too be the more knowledgeable other. 

Conclusion
To conclude, the creative approach of teaching drama is key for a child’s learning as it brings many benefits to the children, such as enabling the children to express themself and open up, teaching the children right from wrong, and developing their social and emotional skills through communicating and working with others. It also meets the children’s rights with is very important. The creative approach of scientific play or teaching science through play is also key for a child’s learning as they also are developing many important skills such as problem-solving, analytical, perseverance skills, also their communication and teamwork skills, which also has a great effect on their social, emotional, and intellectual development. Therefore, teaching these creative approaches in education is key as there are many benefits to be had for the children’s learning and experiences in school.
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