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What is a Dissertation? 
 
The dissertation gives you the opportunity to follow up your own interests and to use your 
initiative in terms of what you wish to research, how you wish to tackle it and how it is to 
be presented. You will carry out an independent research study in your chosen discipline, 
though your supervisor will help to ensure that the your research idea is viable, that it meets 
the requirements for your discipline, that it is likely to be completed within the time limit 
and that it is likely to yield the results that you anticipate.  The dissertation will result in a 
document of 15,000 words, which you may supplement with photographs, maps or other 
images, or other media files that you and your supervisor consider appropriate to your 
chosen topic.   

 
Dissertation Proposal and Ethical Considerations 
Before you may begin to work on your dissertation, you MUST submit and gain 
approval for your research project by proposing an idea AND considering ethics. All 
students will need to fill out an ethical considerations form (available on the Moodle 
page).  
 

The research proposal provides a summary and background to your research plans.  It 
enables the module lead to assess and advise you on your chosen topic, approach and 
methodology.  A typical proposal format includes the following: 

1. Title Page: Title of dissertation, your name, one paragraph summary. 
 

2. Research Aims or Questions.  You should say something about why you want to 
do this particular project, what makes it a suitable topic to study, its relevance and 
any special considerations of a practical or ethical nature. 
 
3. Literature Review. You need to locate your project in terms of wider academic 
debates, particularly in your chosen discipline or subject area. You may find a gap 
in the literature which you consider needs filling, and which justifies your research. 
You may be taking a stand in opposition to some widely held views or wish to try 
out someone’s ideas in a different context. Remember that no work exists in a 
vacuum and you need to be aware of who else is working in your area of study and 
what has already been achieved. All works mentioned must be fully referenced. 
 
4. Content and Methodology of your Project. You should discuss the way that you 
will approach your study initially, the sorts of methods that you anticipate using, and 
your strategy for developing the methodology over the course of your study. You 
should indicate some sort of time-scale for your project. Some mention of expected 
outcomes and the means by which you intend to present your project. If you wish to 
include videos, audio tapes or other multi-media this should be explained and 
justified. You may wish to mention areas which would require further research 
(which could be pursued at PhD level, for instance). 

 
All work must be immaculately presented with grammar, spelling and references checked. 
Please refer to the Referencing Handbook.  
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Once your proposal has been approved you will need to complete the Ethics form in detail. 
The Ethics form is not a tick box exercise. You need to take care when filling it, as it is 
indicative of the level of comprehension you hold of doing research and being in the field. 
 
Revisiting the ASA Ethical Guidelines online and the UWTSD research guidelines will help 
you fill out the form successfully. Take note: All research comes with risks. Avoid any 
temptation to say ‘N/A’ in the risk section. Doing so will only see the form coming back to 
you for more info. 
 
Remember, you cannot begin carrying out your research until the proposal and ethical 
considerations forms have been approved and a supervisor allocated.  
 
 
Your Supervisor(s) 
Once you have ethical approval you will be allocated a supervisor. It is crucial that you 
talk to your supervisor on a regular basis while in the field and preparing your dissertation. 
After initial contact has been made, it is then your responsibility to make regular 
appointments with your supervisor. Supervisors can read and comment upon outlines, 
draft chapters, and any other related work. However, they are not permitted to provide 
feedback on more than 20% of the text which will comprise the completed dissertation. 
That said, your supervisor is a resource like the library - use both effectively.  
 
Carrying out your research 
All fieldworkers must ensure that they follow the ASA Ethical Guidelines at all times. 
 
It is essential that you maintain contact, wherever possible, with your supervisor or the 
dissertation co-ordinator (see above) in case any serious problems arise.  You should 
discuss with your supervisor whether there are any periods when they will be away or 
unavailable so that cover can be put in place. 
 
While carrying out your research, you may require help from people in other institutions, 
such as universities, libraries, museums, and so on. Make sure you have the necessary 
permission from these people to use (and perhaps reproduce) any material you wish to 
study and include in the dissertation. These people/institutions should be acknowledged in 
your dissertation. 
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Creating Your Document 
This should be presented as professionally as possible, fully referenced, typed and bound. 
A typical piece of written work will contain the following: 
 
Title Page 
A title page set out as below: 
 

Exploring Eco-Critical Communities in Wales 
 

Janet Burton 
 

Dissertation submitted in partial fulfillment 
of a M.A. (Hons.) in Engaged Anthropology 

University of Wales Trinity Saint David 
April 2019 

 
Abstract 
On a separate page you should include an abstract of your project which summarises, on 
no more than one side of A4, the contents of your project. If you have used a variety of 
media these can be mentioned in your abstract. 
 
Acknowledgements 
On a separate page you should give formal thanks to people who have helped you with 
your dissertation research – informants, supervisors, advisors, people from other 
institutions, anyone who loaned you material, helped with references, proof-read chapters, 
edited text, baby-sat, etc. 
 
Table of contents 
You must have a table of contents produced in Word (if you are unfamiliar with how to 
construct a table of contents seek out a tutorial on YouTube for the version of Word you 
are using). This will be a list of your chapter headings and the pages on which they occur. 
You may also give sub-headings and their page numbers.  
 
If you have illustrations, these must be separately listed by figure/table/plate 
chronologically. Illustrations or tables should be listed separately. All appendices should 
be included. 
 
You may also want to include a glossary, a list of acronyms or translations of terms in 
other languages. Each should be separately listed alphabetically. 
 
You can include sub-headings in the text and incorporate these in the contents page if you 
wish. 
 
Please follow the page numbering conventions below: 
 
Abstract           i 
Acknowledgements         ii 
Abbreviations           iii 
List of illustrations          iv 
List of maps          v 
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List of tables          vi 
 
Introduction          1 
Chapter One:    Methodology and Literature Review     5 
Chapter Two             13 
Chapter Three          23 
Chapter Four            35 
Conclusion          62 
References          70 
Appendix One:           75 
Appendix Two:   
 
 
 
Main Text 
Your work should be word processed and carefully edited. If you are not confident that your 
spelling and grammar are accurate ask a friend to read your final draft, as well as using a 
spelling checker. Work should be double spaced or 1.5 (not single), with a margin of at least 
one inch all around. Use a professional-appearance font and 12 point or equivalent print size 
(the point size of this document). Depending on your binding, you might like to leave a 
margin of 1.5 inches on the left hand side. Keep back-up copies on the Cloud or on another 
device, and keep hard copies from each stage in case you run into problems with your 
computer. You should also keep a final copy for yourself (just in case your submission goes 
astray). Either footnotes or endnotes are acceptable, depending on the conventions of your 
discipline, but not a combination of the two. Printing double sided saves paper, so please do 
so and save a tree! 
 
 
Referencing your work 
All authors referred to or cited in your work must be correctly and fully attributed. A 
reference list should contain all the authors you mentioned in the text (do not include those 
you have read but not actually referred to). Anthropology uses Harvard referencing.  
 
Putting it all together 
Prepare in plenty of time. This cannot be overstated. You will want to write and re-write, 
cut and paste, edit and re-edit, probably several times. Start writing your main text as soon 
as possible (e.g. literature reviews, historical survey, etc). You can always change bits and 
pieces later. Remember that ‘last minute’ editing always takes longer than you envisage. 
Prepare the final version of your contents page last of all, since page numbers will change 
as you edit.  
 
Guidelines on word count and submission  
Word limit: 15,000 words. 

10% over or under the word limit is acceptable, but please be aware that we are not obliged 
to continue reading after the word limit is exceeded. This means that you really are advised 
to make your point concisely and stick to the word limit. 

The word limit does not include your table of contents, acknowledgements, abstract, 
reference list or appendices. 
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Everything else is included in your word count, including in-text references (Harvard or 
footnotes), and table or figure captions. Basically, your word count runs from Chapter 1 to 
the end of the final chapter. 

Marking: 
The dissertation is assessed on both the quality of presentation and its academic merit: 

(i) Quality of presentation 
Considerable care and attention is required to ensure a high standard of presentation. Pay 
particular attention to: the proper integration of all references, maps, diagrams, tables, 
photographs, etc; the quality of maps and diagrams; pagination for cross-references; 
grammar and spelling; always proof-read for typing errors. 

(ii) Originality of the work 
Credit will be given for originality of thought and ideas. Where a dissertation relies 
heavily on a small number of earlier pieces of work, the extent to which this is justified 
within the overall context of the work is taken into account. 

(iii) Background reading 
The dissertation must demonstrate a full awareness of the relevant literature, and the 
objectives of the dissertation must be placed within the context of earlier studies. 

(iv) Research design and methodology 
The dissertation will be judged on the appropriateness of the research design and 
methodology, both of which must be fully explained in the text. If there are any problems, 
drawbacks or limitations encountered at a relatively early stage, ensure that you show an 
awareness of them and say precisely how they have affected your work, diverted your 
original aims, and so on. Unresolved issues, inconclusive areas of enquiry, etc. will 
generally not be penalised if full awareness and justification is made explicit in your text. 
That is, you should, where possible/appropriate, critically incorporate any highly 
problematic areas into your writing rather than allowing them to affect the successful 
completion of your research. 

(v) Analysis, interpretation and conclusions 
Assessment is made of the incisiveness of the analysis undertaken and the interpretations 
advanced. In the conclusion, the principal findings should be highlighted and examined in 
the context of previous studies. Where appropriate, consideration should be given to ways 
in which the study might have been improved and/or could be further developed. 
 
(vi) In summary: 
A clearly focused topic with scope for sustained discussion over the length of the 
dissertation, a synthetic and theoretically informed discussion of the secondary literature 
with elements of original insight, and a well-developed, clearly rationalised methodology.  
Original data or engagement with primary sources and a reflective discussion relating your 
research to theories and secondary literature. 
 
 
Some last words 
If in any doubt, at any stage, ask your supervisor or the dissertation co-ordinator. If you 
have any problems, it is best to get them sorted out in the early stages. 
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Talk to other students about their research, especially those who have completed a 
dissertation in previous years. In this way, you will be able to get an idea of how long 
things take, avoid pitfalls and get a feel for the whole project in general. 
 
We all work in different ways and at different speeds. Don't worry if someone has finished 
their dissertation several weeks before you have had a chance to start writing up. The 
nature of their project will certainly be very different from yours, so there is absolutely no 
point in making comparisons in this way. 
 
THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT OF THE WHOLE PROJECT IS THE CAREFUL 
ORGANISATION AND MANAGEMENT OF YOUR TIME. DO NOT LEAVE 
THINGS TO THE LAST MINUTE. IF YOU DO, THEN THE FINISHED PIECE OF 
WORK WILL BE SUB-STANDARD AND WILL COST YOU MARKS. THIS 
CANNOT BE STRESSED STRONGLY ENOUGH. 
 
 
  

 
 


