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This essay functions to serve the purpose of explaining what exactly the stop and search process is for England and Wales, going into where errors and missteps may have been taken and the key areas that the Police have already addressed to mitigate/cut out on previous errors and or flaws with the previous system.

The ability to perform a stop and search is heavily dependant on how it is carried out and by what context warrants the use of the search. Firstly, it should be make known that any Police officer or Community Support Officer (PCSO) in uniform has the ability to stop you but only a Police officer possesses the power to search you (HMIC, 2015) Furthermore, a Police Officer is not required to be in uniform, but they are legally required to show you their warrant card which functions as a form of identification card (Metropolitan Police, 2022) With this, they have the power and grounds to search someone, an article being carried and the corresponding vehicle (Metropolitan Police, 2022)

Before being searched, an Officer may ask on the basis of curiosity or safety as to what your name is, what you are doing in the area or where you may be going. These questions could be used to either rule you out of a search or to carry out a check where your side of a story aligns with an alibi that has been made/provided (GOV.UK, 2022)
When proceeding with the stop and search, there is a list of information which is a legal requirement and entitlement for the person in question to be made aware of. Before the search is carried out, you should be made aware of the grounds in which the search is deemed necessary, the object or article in which the Officers are looking for such as drugs, stolen items or a concealed weapon. They will then need to show you their warrant card along with their form of identification and which station that they are operating from. It is then made known as to what legal power the Officer is utilising and what your entitlements are during the search. Finally, you are told that while this search is taking place, even though you are officially detained, if you do not work with/cooperate with the officers then you will be brought to a Police Station where the search will be reattempted(College of Policing, 2022) In an effort to make it easier to remember all of the legal requirements prior to the search, the utilisation of the acronym GO-WISELY is enacted which breaks down all of the previously referred-to points in a shortened and timely manner (College of Policing, 2017) 

Even with all of the disclosed information pertaining to the act of a stop search, there are more steps to the process which are in place to protect the public from misconduct and the Police from false accusations made against a given Officer or affiliated Force. An example of this additional processing would be the locale of the search when it is carried out. 
Most searches can and will take place in a public place, however if you have anything on which you wear for religious reasons, such as a face scarf or turban, they are required and expected to take you somewhere out of public view (Royal borough of Greenwich, 2022) Assuming that  you are in a public place, you may be requested by the Officer to remove your coat or jacket and your gloves. This works within the process in which they can remove items of clothing to determine what you may be hiding. For reference, Officers can remove jackets, outer garments and gloves which is conveniently dubbed as JOG for Officers when carrying out their search (Essex Police, 2022) It should be made known that there are exceptions to this rule, but they only come about in serious or severe circumstances such as an ongoing attack or terror incident.
As you would most likely assume, a search carried out on a vehicle is classified differently compared to a search on a person and or their possessions. For example, if you are given documentation relevant to road traffic matters and the process concludes there, this then comes under a different search which is referred to as a ‘vehicle stop’ (Lincolnshire Police, 2022) 
That said, It does become a ‘stop and account’ if you or any passengers with you are asked to account for themselves in terms of location or items. If after this process, the Police Officer chooses to carry out a search on the vehicle or people inside, it would then come back under the categorisation of a stop and search (South Wales Police, 2022)
There is also a very important and gradually increasing variation of a sanctioned search known as the ‘intimate search’ where the search in question requires an individual to remove their clothing to expose an intimate body part such as breasts or genitalia. The Officer who carries out the search must have reasonable grounds to do so and a bulletproof reasoning as to why they felt it was justifiable. All searches of an intimate degree should be carried out at a Police station or failing that, a site out of view from the public, not the Police though. The search also must be carried out by two officers with them preferably being both the same gender as whomever is being searched. This search should be carried out quickly and at no point during the search should the individual ever be fully undressed. Protocol dictates that an individual should remove one half of clothing before redressing and undressing the other half (Blackstone’s 15th Ed. 2021, p.180)

Once you have been searched, the procedure states that the individual whom was searched should be offered either a written record of the stop and search, a receipt as of the time of the event, a copy of the record taken by the Police emailed to you or, worst case scenario, you may be told where to collect the record later (Liberty, 2022) 

With all of this procedure that is mandatory to have carried out, it is surprising to see how, based off statistical analysis, the need to carry out stop searches has been on the rise. According to Brown, J “Around 577,000 searches were conducted in 2019/20. 58% fewer than in 2009/10 but 52% higher than in 2018/19” (UK Parliament, 2021) The given reason for the cut of searches from 2019/20 it attributed mostly to the Coronavirus Pandemic with most people feeling unsafe out and about. However since the main isolating periods for the Country have passed, many people are now more comfortable with going back out into the public and therefore, there are more people out there that the Police are being tasked with checking up on/searching (Home Office, 2021) Now that the pandemic is over and some semblance of normality has returned for the public, so too has the rate of crime which has led to Officers needing to carry out searches on more and more individuals with suspicion of either distribution or carrying of illegal drugs, weapons or stolen items (GOV.UK, 2020)
With this development, despite there being good done by the act of carrying out searches, there is also the bad that comes with it too. Whether it be false accusations made toward an officer searching someone or an officer carrying out searches on targeted/specific individuals of political or racial gain. According to HMICFRS, since the tragic killing of George Floyd in the United States Back in May 2020 and the connected protests in the UK, individuals from black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) communities feel as though they are “being unfairly targeted” which as you would expect, undermines Police legitimacy and integrity (HMICFRS, 2021, P.3) Those from a coloured Background have faced adversity and harassment since the 1970’s due to the Vagrancy Act of 1824 which was popularly labelled the ‘Suspicion Laws’ or ‘Sus Laws’ (Bowling, B and Phillips, C, 2002 p.33-36)

Whether it be from a place of justified searching or a biproduct of discriminatory selection, statistics possess the ability to draw attention to an unequivocable truth. Directly from the Home Office, “the year ending March 2021 was driven by an increase in searches of White people individuals (up by 73,146 (26%) from 280,952 to 354,098). Based on self-defined ethnicity, individuals from a Black or Black British background were searched at a rate 7.0 times higher than that of those from a White ethnic group” (Home Office, 2021) With these statistics made clear to the general public, it cane come across as clear where there may be some distrust or even distain towards the Police as there is some supporting evidence that implies potential institutional racism. Even if by some bizarre chance that every single stop was justified by a superior, the statistics still end up sending the wrong message. 
This issue is pushed further and louder when there are reports of people caught up in multiple stop and searches over a period of time or when they do not understand why they have been targeted (Ali, A and Champion, N, 2021, p.20-22) 
An issue that is unclear as to whether it is worsening or improving would be that very young teens and even some children have been subjected to searches which, whether it be for a proper cause, sends the wrong message to the public and sews seeds of distrust and hatred for the younger generation towards the Police. This is worsened by the fact that consent of a search is not required to strip search a child or young person if it does not need indecent exposure in the carried out search (College of Policing, 2022)

As much negative press as stop searches may receive, it is equally as important to raise attention towards the good and beneficial steps taken in regard to reducing crime and criminal nature. Back in 2014, a scheme between the Home Office and College of Policing was put together called the Best Use of Stop and Search (BUSS) scheme. With all 43 forces in Wales and England voluntarily signing up to the scheme, its  targets were made known. They were to establish observation policies that would provide the opportunity of local members of the public to tag along with Officers while on patrol to see what and when it was deemed necessary to carry out a search. 
Another targeted area to be addressed was a stop and search complaint ‘community trigger’ which functioned as a means of having the Police explain to the community how powers are being used where there is a large volume of complaints.  
Finally, the last major area in which was targeted looked into race and diversity monitoring which meant that the impact of the scheme for the forces where it pertained to individuals from BAME was more heavily monitored (HMIC, 2016 P.8-9)
On a fundamental level, the searches that take place serve the purpose of questioning individuals on the topic of whether a serious case of disorder or violence has taken place in the vicinity, if you happen to match the description of whom is being sought after or if the Police have reasonable grounds to suspect that you are carrying something that could pose a risk to the public or the Officer carrying out the search (nidirect, 2022) 
This is more important now than ever before with a steady rise in knife related crime, the need for a more effective use of the stop and search could potentially cut away at the phenomena of piratic knife crime. According to Falkner, as things are in the moment, the metropolitan Police are “the Metropolitan Police is losing a battle against knife crime that is out of control in some parts of London” (Falkner, S, 2021) It also presents the opportunity for both the Police and the public where the more successful searches get carried out in a public space, the more confident the public will feel about the searches as they will have a visible reassurance that the Police are working for the public and not against them (Stone, V and Pettigrew, N, 2000) 


In conclusion, the process of a stop search in England and Wales is intentionally set up in a manner that has a lot of process and protocol which aims to make the search go as easily and as carefully as possible. It aims to reduce the risk of criminality in various forms and provides the option for the public to come along and see as to whether the Police themselves are carrying out their roles with due diligence. This is done through providing those in need of all the proper information, searching with justifiable grounds or conducting intimate searches in a respectful and private area. The Police do still have areas in which stop and searches have gained a negative wrap, especially in regards of people from BAME backgrounds. Furthermore, the issue with stop searches as of right now is that knife crime is on a rise and the search itself does not currently function as a strong deterrent towards the arming of individuals and so more needs to be decided or done on that front. The searches that are carried out on young teens and children also have had a negative effect on public perception for both the teens and concerned public members alike. On a more positive note, the Police have had some success in showing the public where they are taking the process of searches and also providing justifiable reasoning to those of the public who may feel as though it were unjust.
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