This article is from “Chinese Civilisation. A Sourcebook”: a collection of Chinese primary sources. This article is split into 4 different sections, which are all set during the first three years of the Cultural Revolution, whereby most teenagers were part of Red Guards.

The first part is a passionate manifesto demanding young people learn the revolution from practicing it. It is entitled “Long live the revolutionary rebel spirit!” and involves the youth chanting speeches such as “Rebel to the end!!” and “Arrogant is what we want to be!”[footnoteRef:1]. Primarily this article is effective in showing just how unyielding the youth during the revolution were and how inflexible they were in their attitudes of rebellion. [1:  Patricia Buckley Ebrey, Chinese Civilization (New York: The free Press, 1993), p. 450.] 


The next section is a newspaper article titled “Red guards take up to the streets to clean up the four olds” describing the enthusiasm the Red Guards displayed purging china of any feudal or bourgeois objects and habits. This newspaper argues they used the thought of Mao and his Little Red Book as a weapon which allowed them to violently attack old ideas, customs and habits. The article is mainly a narrative of events, such as “the youth climbed up traffic stands to read from manifestos”[footnoteRef:2]. The languages used seems incredibly violent, such as “Promote the spirit of Revolution which is staining our bayonets with blood”[footnoteRef:3]. This suggests just how violent and possibly carried away with the rebellion the youth were, and how they were a powerful negative force. [2:  Ebrey. p. 451]  [3:  Ebrey. p. 451] 


The next section is a report called “march valiantly along the road pointed out by Mao” issued by 11 middle school students who marched to Beijing. 8 boys and 3 girls around 18 years old walked and studied Mao’s writings, with 15 kg to carry each, up to see him. They seem inspired by the long march that happened before, and Mao’s saying that “the youth is revolutionary if they are willing to integrate with the broad masses of peasants”[footnoteRef:4], therefore the youth stopped regularly to converse with labouring peasants. They even tried to immerse themselves in a simpler, peasant style life as they washed their own clothes, cut their own hair, did their own mending and had regular small meals.  [4:  Ebrey. p. 452] 


The final section showing again just how violent the youth were, is from a Red Guard newspaper published about the different guard factions that fought against each other. The author of a “factual account of the September 11 bloodshed” states the army were called in and organisations were placed under supervision because of the “bloody slaughter of the revolutionary masses”[footnoteRef:5]. This account shows the immense violence, such as the Doctrine guards fired guns and leaders used machine guns and grenades. Statistics from this newspaper say 13 people of revolutionary masses were killed, 155 were wounded (with 17 of them seriously), and 7 were beat and kidnapped by the Doctrine Guards[footnoteRef:6].  [5:  Ebrey. p. 455]  [6:  Ebrey. p. 456] 


In conclusion, all sources state just how intense the violence was during the Cultural Revolution, and the persistent violence that occurred. All paint the Red Guards in a negative forceful light, causing murder and destruction.
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