Chart how Hitler overcame political boundaries in his rise to power 

This essay will be discussing how Hitler removed political boundaries in his rise to power. This essay will argue weather Hitler removed political boundaries peacefully and democratically. The time period for this essay will be from the end of 1932 to President Hindenburg’s death in 1934. 
The first major political boundary that Hitler needed to overcome was chancellorship. Due to the Wall Street Crash in America in 1929, Germany went into a great depression causing mass unemployment[footnoteRef:1]. This mass unemployment and dissatisfaction of the German people was used to the advantage of the Nazi party in elections[footnoteRef:2]. This exploitation allowed the Nazi Party to grow exponentially, whereby in 1932 the Nazis became the largest party in the Reichstag with thirty eight percent of the vote[footnoteRef:3]. With the support of the people Hitler only needed the support of President Hindenburg. This was given when Franz von Papen, the leader of the Catholic Center Party, persuaded Hindenburg to put Hitler in the coalition government, with the assurance that Hitler could be controlled when in government[footnoteRef:4]. On January 30th 1933 Hitler was given chancellorship, thus removing the first political boundary in Hitlers rise to power[footnoteRef:5]. Hitler being chancellor allows him to use his power to his advantage.   [1:  Encyclopedia Britannica, ‘The Nazi Party and Hitler’s Rise to Power’, (Accessed: 15th November 2024)]  [2:  Ibid: Encyclopedia Britannica, ‘The Nazi Party and Hitler’s Rise to Power’, (Accessed: 15th November 2024)]  [3:  Ibid: Encyclopedia Britannica, ‘The Nazi Party and Hitler’s Rise to Power’, (Accessed: 15th November 2024)]  [4:  Gellately, R., ‘The Oxford History of the Third Reich’, (Accessed: 15th November 2024)]  [5:  Ibid: Gellately, R., ‘The Oxford History of the Third Reich’, (Accessed: 15th November 2024)] 

The Enabling Act is another political boundary that Hitler needs to overcome to rise to power. The Enabling Act is a piece of legislation that allows Hitler to create and pass his own legislation without the use of the Reichstag or President Hindenburg[footnoteRef:6]. Temporary Emergency Powers were given to Hitler after a fire in the Reichstag. Hitler persuaded Hindenburg to grant him these Emergency Powers on the pretext of a communist plot[footnoteRef:7]. Hitler now needed to pass the Enabling Act, to do this he needed a two thirds majority in the Reichstag[footnoteRef:8]. On the day of the vote for the Enabling Act the communists were excluded from attending, the Catholic Center Party voted for the Enabling Act due to assurances made by the Nazi Party, and the Social Democrats were the only party that opposed the passing of the Enabling Act[footnoteRef:9]. This allowed the Act to pass 441-94[footnoteRef:10]. The removal of this political boundary shows how Hitler abused the democratic system and allowed him to rise to power further as a dictator. [6:  Encyclopedia Britannica, ‘Enabling Act’, (Accessed: 15th November 2024)]  [7:  Ibid: Encyclopedia Britannica, ‘Enabling Act’, (Accessed: 15th November 2024)]  [8:  Ibid: Encyclopedia Britannica, ‘Enabling Act’, (Accessed: 15th November 2024)]  [9:  Ibid: Encyclopedia Britannica, ‘Enabling Act’, (Accessed: 15th November 2024)]  [10:  Ibid: Encyclopedia Britannica, ‘Enabling Act’, (Accessed: 15th November 2024)] 


Hitlers’ removal of political boundaries can also be seen to be violent, this is shown in the Night of the Long Knives. The Night of the Long Knives was an event lasting form June 30th to July 2nd 1934 where Hitler removed political opposition in his own political party[footnoteRef:11]. In June 1934 Hitler had been the de facto dictator of Germany since the passing of the Enabling Act in March 1933[footnoteRef:12]. Hitler believed that the SA and its leaders had become too powerful and were a threat to his position as a dictator. On June 30th 1934, on the pretext that Ernst Rohm, the leader of the SA, was planning a putsch, Hitler ordered the extermination of Ernst Rohm and the other leaders of the SA[footnoteRef:13]. Along with this, in a revenge act, Hitler also ordered the murder of people who had wronged him in the past. These people included Gustav Von Kahr, who got Hitler arrested and sent to prison for the failed Munich Putsch in November 1923[footnoteRef:14]. After the Night of the Long Knives, on July 13th, the Reichstag passed legislation legalizing the murder of the leaders of the SA[footnoteRef:15]. [11:  The Holocaust Explained, ‘How did the Nazi Consolidate Power’, (Accessed: 17th November 2024)]  [12:  Ibid: Encyclopedia Britannica, ‘Enabling Act’, (Accessed: 17th November 2024)]  [13:  Ronchini, M and The Collector, ‘The Night of the Long Knives’, (Accessed: 17th November 2024)]  [14:  Encyclopedia Britannica, ‘Gustav, Ritter Von Kahr’, (Accessed: 17th November 2024)]  [15:  Ibid: The Holocaust Explained, ‘How did the Nazi Consolidate Power’, (Accessed: 17th November 2024)] 

President Hindenburg is the final political boundary that Hitler needs to overcome to rise to power. At this time, Hitler is still chancellor, even though he is effectively a de facto dictator. Due to this President Hindenburg can, at any time, remove Hitler from power. This means that Hitler had to wait for Hindenburg to die to remove the final boundary and rise to power as a de jure dictator. On August 2nd 1934 Hindenburg died, within 24 hours Hitler merged the roles of President and Chancellor and the military had to swear an oath to Hitler[footnoteRef:16]. On the 19th August an election was called to vote on weather the German people approved of Hitler being the Fuhrer and the merging of the Presidency and Chancellorship[footnoteRef:17]. Ninty percent of people voted in approval of the merging of the two roles and of Hitler as the Fuhrer[footnoteRef:18]. This peacefully removed the final political boundary that Hitler needed to rise to power as a dictator.  [16:  Ibid: The Holocaust Explained, ‘How did the Nazi Consolidate Power’, (Accessed: 17th November 2024)]  [17:  Ibid: The Holocaust Explained, ‘How did the Nazi Consolidate Power’, (Accessed: 17th November 2024)]  [18:  Ibid: The Holocaust Explained, ‘How did the Nazi Consolidate Power’, (Accessed: 17th November 2024)] 

Overall, Hitler mainly removed political boundaries peacefully by abusing the political system to become a dictator. However, there was some violence in removing political boundaries, such as the Night of the Long Knives.  
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