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This academic writing paper aims to shed light on the advantages and disadvantages of Magistrates within the United Kingdom’s legal system, including a comprehensive description of their main responsibilities when they are on duty. Magistrates, also known as “Justices of the Peace” play a vital role in the United Kingdom’s legal system. As unpaid volunteers, they adjudicate minor criminal cases and issue search warrants, arrest warrants and committal orders. Some examples of minor cases are minor thefts (street robbery or shoplifting), minor assault (slapping or punching), minor driving offences (driving over the speed limit or driving without a driving licence), divorce and child custody disputes (Dom, 2018). One advantage of Magistrates is the fact that In the UK there are few appeals in Magistrate courts meaning they are reliable and a trustworthy piece of justice for the society. However, the defendants know they are being treated well in a magistrate’s court and they may be more likely to plead guilty to avoid the risk of a more severe sentence in a higher court. This is only an advantage presented by the magistrates, but as the essay goes there will be introduced more advantages. To start from the beginning, this essay aims to provide a comprehensive overview to the readers to make them understand what the magistrates and their main responsibilities are. Finishing with a conclusion and a reference list summarizing all the key information mentioned in this essay and highlighting all the relevant sources used for the answers in this essay. At the end of this essay, the readers will have a comprehensive understanding of the Magistrate(Carmine, 2021).
The magistrate court in the United Kingdom is a lower court handling minor criminals’ cases and civil disputes. The court is presided over by a magistrate, a lay person appointed by the Lord Chancellor. Magistrates do not have to lawyers, but they must have some relevant experience in law or public services. However, magistrate have over a wide range of minor offences. They can issue penalty up to £5000. Moreover, the magistrates court is a key part of the Uk justice system. It provides a quick and efficient way to sole minor cases and civil disputes.

As mentioned above , the Magistrates are volunteers (they are not paid by the government) who play and hold a pivotal role in the UK’s criminal and family justice systems. Magistrates are also known as “Justice of the peace” handling a range of offenses, including minor assaults, theft, TV license offences, and possession of stolen goods. (Magistrate’ Court Act 1980). In a minor offense case, the case summary is heard by three magistrates, one of whom is legally trained and instructed to act as a chairperson. Despite their unpaid status, all three magistrates have the authority to impose a wide range of penalties, including unlimited fines, community service orders and imprisonment for up to one year per offense(Lucy, 2023). 
Moreover, the table arrangement in magistrates’ court promotes a more collaborative approach to justice, allowing for open discussion and the sharing of perspectives among the participants (Chris,2019). In comparison with the family cases that unfortunately include vulnerable children, the Magistrates have the power to remove a child from their home and place them in care or for adoption. However, they have the authority and legal rights to help the divorced parents make arrangements for their children. Furthermore, Magistrates also have the authority to issue court orders to prevent domestic abuse and violence which is beneficial for society and particularly children. Magistrates are required to work at least 13 days per year. After years of gaining experience, some of them may go and deal cases with defendants between the ages of 10 and 18 in the youth court (the younger children must be accompanied by an adult. In such circumstances, the magistrate will have the right to communicate with the young defendant less professionally and formally, meaning that they have the responsibility to communicate with the defendant to comprehend the proceedings (Doreen, 2018).
As mentioned above, the Magistrates play a significant role in the judicial system by adjudicating a range of criminal offences. In minor cases, such as criminal damage, drunk driving, or traffic violations they have the authority to hear and determine the matter, however regarding these examples they can impose sentences, including fines, community service or imprisonment. On the other hand, in more serious cases such as sexual offences, murders or other offences resulting in more serious injuries magistrates’ s power is limited. In this case, they are restricted to conducting preliminary hearings and determining whether there is sufficient evidence to commit a case for trial in a higher court. During these hearings, magistrates may grant bail, issue warrants, and conduct any other administrative tasks (Chris, 2019)

What are their main responsibilities?
 As mentioned numerous times above, the magistrates play a vital role in the UK’s Justice system holding immense responsibility that they must follow in the administration of justice. Their primary duty is to uphold impartiality and fair judgements because they must follow the structure and consider all the high amount of information that they will receive during a case law (Dom, 2019). Furthermore, magistrates are expected to communicate with the offenders in a respectful and disciplined way fostering an environment where individuals feel heard and understood by them. Moreover, all of the magistrates are required to be able to listen carefully and communicate with the offenders confidently, the ability to adapt to diverse situations and resolve the case accurately and fairly as possible. Another responsibility that they have is working with their colleagues professionally and maintaining discipline level at higher standards, this consists of communicating efficiently and confidence with the other members of the group. Finally, another important responsibility that the magistrates have is to consider and evaluate all the evidence that the court provided, for example, if an offended is accused of sexual abuse the magistrate must listen to the offender’s opinion as well and then take a final decision fairly(Jane, 2014).



Court closures
Over 164 magistrates courts were closed over UK  between 2010-2020. Most of the courts were closed because of the Covid-19 as social distancing measures made it impossible to safely hold court proceedings in many buildings in the UK. The remaining closures were part of a planned programme to reduce the number of magistrates courts in the UK. The closures of so many magistrates courts has had a significant impact on court users who now often have to travel much further to attend court(Daniel and Roxana, 2023) This can be particular burden for those who are vulnerable or who have limited means of transport. In some cases, court closers have also led to delays in cases being hears, as there are now fewer courts available to hear the. The Ministry of Justice has said that it is committed to ensuring that access to justice is maintained and that it will continue to monitor the impact of court closures on court users. Overall, it is clear that closure of so many magistrates courts has had a significant impact on justice systema and it is likely that this will impact be felt for some time to come(Georgina, 2020).
Advantages and disadvantages of the magistrates 
Magistrates play a crucial role in the judicial system, offering advantages and disadvantages.
An advantage of the magistrates is because they are from different backgrounds and religions this contributes to a varied workforce, enabling them to represent the community that they serve. According to a 2018 estimate, 13% of magistrates are black, Asian, or other minority ethnic (Damien, 2022). This diversity is important because it ensures that magistrates can understand and represent the needs of all members of the community. 
The second advantage of the magistrates is that they serve and save the public’s money. Magistrates are volunteers which means that they are not paid by the government and the money that would be spent on paying magistrates can be used for other purposes, such as helping people with disabilities or other health problems. As mentioned above, the magistrates have the authority to give sentences up to six months by doubling the limit would significantly alleviate the burden on Crown courts, allowing the magistrates to achieve a greater number of cases. The financial savings are estimated at approximately £40 million per year(Georgiana and Joseph, 2017). This emphasises that all of the saved money can go to vulnerable people or those who have serious health problems.
Finally, another advantage will be that the magistrates contribute when a minor situation appears, if they weren’t the principal law will be occupied with minor situations (unpaid TV license or others) and they will not have time for the major and serious cases. (Dominic, 2013)

On the other hand, as mentioned above the magistrates possess some disadvantages for the society as well. Some of these disadvantages are that because they don’t have any legal training or qualifications and they work only 13 days per year, the magistrates don’t have enough experience and capability to deal with serious defendants. This lack of expertise can pose challenges when dealing with serious defendants. 
Other disadvantages of the magistrates are based on the public perspectives, the people don’t believe that they are trustworthy and this will lead to people feeling unfairly treated by someone else.
In conclusion, this essay aimed to provide readers with a comprehensive understanding of the concept of Magistrates within the UK’s legal system. In this essay, various aspects of the main subject have been discussed including the court closures and how this affected the society, especially the vulnerable people(Jane, 2014).
Another conclusion will be that there is a wider range of advantages and disadvantages of the Magistrates. The main advantage is that they are more accessible than professional judges because they are often located in local communities, which makes it easier for people to attend court proceedings. A second advantage is save the public money on the other hand magistrate has a wider range of disadvantages as well, the main one is that will make the public feel treated unfairly in comparison with someone else
The disadvantage of the Magistrates is that they do not have proper legal training can make it difficult for them regarding complex decisions.
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