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[bookmark: _Toc216301259]Introduction  
A SWOT analysis is a contemplative instrument that is applied to analyse the internal strengths and weaknesses and consider the external opportunities and threats that affect performance. Under the PAPD module, the student has been building a set of academic skills that would have seen him succeed in Higher Education, such as academic writing, referencing, reflection, and presentation. This SWOT analysis targets a specific part of the academic writing skills of the student since the academic writing skills are the foundation of writing effective, clear, structured and evidence-based assignments. Academic writing is a focal part of Higher Education as it promotes the training of critical thinking, professional communication, and academic integrity. Academic writing is especially significant to the students who are planning to work in the field of health and social care, as correct documentation, relevance in expression and justification of decisions based on evidence are key professional skills. 

[bookmark: _Toc216301260]Strengths 
The student has several strengths related to academic writing, which have been revealed during the PAPD module. The possibility of structuring written work in clear, well-structured paragraphs can be regarded as one of the most prominent strengths (Pokharel, Sharma and Banu, 2024). The student always uses topic sentences, reasons to explain and conclusions, which assist the reader in tracking the flow of the ideas. This demonstrates a knowledge of the academic norms and indicates that the student can express himself logically and coherently. Proper organisation is also a critical part of Higher Education, and properly formatted writing helps students to develop arguments and correctly interpret academic evidence. The systematic way the student is exposed to is thus a good way of building the future academic life of the student. The other strength is that the student is developing skills of paraphrasing academic materials appropriately. Paraphrasing proves to be an indicator of involvement with the literature and means that the student is cognizant of the need to avoid plagiarism and to be academically upright. 
In PAPD activities, the student has managed to paraphrase complicated academic concepts using his own words, and this is an indication that he has an emerging voice in academics (Clarin et.al, 2023). This skill is crucial in building evidence-based arguments because the student will be able to utilise research, and at the same time, he or she will maintain originality. The tutor's feedback has also identified the fact that the student is starting to use the correct academic tone. The student tends not to use informal language, use of subjective opinions and expressions in conversations, and this is what makes his writing style professional and objective, and it fits in an academic setting. Initial tasks were an indication of the capability of finding the appropriate journal articles, books, and academic websites. Good research abilities boost the quality of academic writing as they ensure that the reasons put forth in the academic writing have sound evidence. This is especially critical in health and social care with respect to the fact that the practice of a professional is based on accuracy, objectivity, and evidence-based communication. 
[bookmark: _Toc216301261]Weaknesses 
Even though the student has shown some obvious strengths, a set of weaknesses remains, which restricts the opportunities of the student in the development of writing skills in academic areas (Dergaa et.al, 2023). A major weakness is a lack of competence in critical analysis. Although the student can explain theories and summarise academic material, he/she usually have difficulties in interpreting, comparing, or evaluating different perspectives. This leads to written texts that are more descriptive than analytical, minimising the level and efficiency of arguments. According to feedback provided by PAPD tutors, some paragraphs needed to be explained further, had more evidence justified and explained why some of the points being discussed were relevant. This implies that the student has not yet acquired the confidence and ability to form independent academic judgement. 
The other weakness is associated with the seamless incorporation of evidence when writing. Sometimes the student puts quotations or partially paraphrased content without making a clear connection to the overall argument. This creates a lack of flow in the paragraphs and may create a disjointed or disjointed effect in the writing (Rossen-Knill et.al, 2024). To successfully come up with an integration, it is needed to relate thoughts, explain why evidence is important and how it provides evidence on why to use it. Grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure are also occasionally problematic for the student. These problems may influence readability and cause some miscommunication or undermine the effectiveness of the writing. Though these mistakes are mostly severe, they may add up and lower the quality of work overall. 
The weaknesses of the student also include time management. The student occasionally does tasks near the deadline, so there is not much time to plan or revise or edit them. Academic writing is a process that has several stages, such as drafting, reviewing, and polishing ideas; thus, in a hurry, one may lack precision and deep thinking. It is hard to detect grammatical errors or vague wording due to the limited time to do the proofreading. These are weaknesses that are prevalent among students who are going into Higher Education and may be overcome through practice and formal support. 
[bookmark: _Toc216301262]Opportunities 
Some of the available opportunities include assisting the student in improving academic writing (Song and Song, 2023). One of the opportunities is the university workshops on writing academic essays, where the structured information on the organisation of the essay, development of the argument and critical thinking is offered. By attending such sessions, the student would have an opportunity to further understand the rules of writing and get professional help according to the typical difficulties. Equally, individual meetings with study skills tutors provide individual support. These appointments enable the students to be given direct feedback and explore certain areas of weakness, like critical analysis, clarity of sentences or connection of evidence to the argument.  These consist of writing guidelines on academic writing, grammar tools, a referencing guide and sample essays. The student can get such resources more than once and learn at his/her own rhythm and get explanations repeated when necessary. Improvement is also a good opportunity that tutor feedback can offer. 
Through an active process of participation in the comments to past PAPD assignments, the student can see that he or she is similarly having recurring writing problems, e.g. grammatical problems, or has less critical depth, and can use this information to inform future work (Ravi Sree and Brar, 2022). Feedback gives a sense of direction and persuades reflective learning, which is the key to constant development. Another opportunity is peer learning. The idea of discussing academic ideas with classmates can also improve the level of critical thinking, since cooperating with peers allows students to learn about various options and ways of thinking, as well as to clarify arguments and find new approaches to interpreting information. 
Moreover, the student will have numerous tasks ahead of her throughout the programme, during which she will have more chances to train in academic writing. Practice is also essential to gain confidence and acquire a more sophisticated writing style. Moreover, online resources, like academic databases, note-taking programs and templates of research plans might be used to organise ideas and enhance the efficiency of research. Such tools can be useful to assist in improving the structure of the essay and the synthesis.
[bookmark: _Toc216301263]Threats
As much as there are various opportunities that one can access, there are also several threats that might restrict the student from achieving academic writing skills (Lingard, 2023). The pressure of balancing a combination of assignments from various modules is one of the major threats. An enormous workload may affect the amount of time required for researching, planning, and revising assignments, leading to the possibility of writing in a rush or incomplete assignments. Students are less prone to investing full participation in other advanced writing activities, like critical analysis or reflective writing, when they are overwhelmed. Time constraints may also deny the student time to attend the academic support workshops or employ the assistance of tutors. 
The other threat is the academic confidence of the student. Complex writing assignments can be daunting and cause individuals to avoid difficult aspects of writing, including analysing evidence or creating critical points. Lack of confidence may also make students not venture into new writing strategies or even participate fully in feedback because they are afraid of failing. This may slow down and limit the growth of a sound academic voice (Shewell and Sansom, 2024). The threats are also caused by external factors. Personal obligations - childcare, work or family requirements can also affect the time of studying and stress levels that affect concentration and quality of writing. Financial strains may also be a source of stress, which impacts academic performance. In case the student must work in a different language, this could pose additional problems, especially grammar and vocabulary and sentence formation. These challenges may slow down the writing process and decrease confidence in writing an academically appropriate work. 
The restricted low availability of study quiet or sound technology can also be a hindrance to writing development. The lack of regular access to appropriate study conditions may prevent the student not concentrating, planning, and performing assignments at a high level. This is why these threats demonstrate the necessity to find a way of producing good time management techniques, finding an ally when necessary and designing a long-lasting study routine. The identification of these obstacles using SWOT analysis will enable the student to prepare proactive mechanisms (Wang et.al, 2022). 

[bookmark: _Toc216301264]Conclusion 
All in all, this SWOT analysis has presented an in-depth evaluation of the writing academic skills of the student, with the weaknesses and future improvements in the areas. The student has solid foundations in paragraph structure, paraphrasing and academic tone, but still lacks in the areas of critical analysis, evidence integration, and time management. The opportunity sources, such as workshops, tutor response and online resources, are good avenues to aid in the change and threats, such as workload, confidence and individual commitments, will impede change. Through the SWOT analysis, the student has been able to have a closer examination of the abilities. 
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