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Capability Brown 
landscape gardens
Nathaniel Dance, (later Sir 
Nathaniel Holland, Bt) Lancelot 
('Capability') Brown oil on canvas, 
circa 1769 29 5/8 in. x 24 7/8 in. 
(752 mm x 632 mm)



Longleate before Capability Brown

Longleat, Wiltshire (1757) 
Before Capability Brown:
Rigid Bi-Lateral Symmetry by 
Henry Wise and Gorge 
London influenced by ad 
Andre Le Notre



"All gardening is a landscape painting"
William Kent
(trained painter and landscape gardener died 1748)

Capability Brown 
- Longleat gardens (900 acres)

Brown created the effect of the 
appearance of unrestrained nature by 
planting a vast stretch of lawn 
punctuated by small clusters of trees 
or single trees irregularly placed in 
wavy belts. He shaped a formal 
garden into a naturalistic landscape 
undoing all that London and Wise had 
done before.

Longleat after Capability Brown



Newton House from the north as depicted 
in an early 18th century image showing 
possible burgage plots, farm buildings and a 
formal garden

The smooth flowing lines of the park east 
of Newton House



Thomas Gainsborough (1750) Mr and Mrs Andrews [Oil on canvas 69.8x119.4cm] 



Sir Joshua Reynolds  Lady 
Cecil Rice, 1762
(Newton House 
Llandeilo) oil on canvas 
 126.37 cm x 100.65 cm
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