Introduction 

In this essay I will be exploring the idea of originality or something being out of the box and whether this idea exists in this modern day of storytelling as the real underlying question is has every story been done and can you make a particular story interesting or feel new. This is important to me as a director as I create stories and ideas both with and without inspiration and originality is always talked about as being important in films, but I’ve never seen it as an important factor. So I want to gather this information and compose this essay to show that originality has actually not existed for a long time, and that originality on a more minute scale makes a lot more scenes as you can copy something or take inspiration from something but add original items to those stories but does that make a story original. This will influence future projects as it will allow me to look at smaller elements, I can use to make a story seem original when in actuality the story is not, I’m hoping to discover that originality is actually less important than what people believe by showing that the idea of thinking of something outside the box is actually not important and even the simplest and done things can still seem new and interesting through smaller changes. 


1st point does the idea not being original take away from it? 

I believe that an idea on a broad scale not being original does not take away from the idea as it is impossible to come up with a purely original idea today. However, I believe that what can add to a story is smaller parts being original so perhaps an interesting or different main character or a way something is being filmed or perceived this still allows an audience to be invested in. A different way to how they may to a story that is rather familiar. You can also make things personal to you as a create using your own experiences which allows people to connect and enjoy a particular story more “A facility for quotation covers the absence of original thought.” Dorothy Sayers , Gaudy Night (sawers, 1935) I believe this quote shows that a non-original thought or idea can still be interesting using the emphasis behind the idea or what your trying to show by having a curtain underlying meaning or outlook you can there for replace the absence of originality. So by using an original outlook through quotation of another meaning or event a story can still be interesting as you can change what the story actively tells the audience take for example Romeo and Juliet one of the oldest stories as the emphasis is set on the to lovers that is what the audience is drawn to however if you put emphasis on the class divide or the family war you change the emphasis, make it original and not take away from the story. From this analysis I have concluded that emphasis and quotation plays a far larger part in story telling than what I thought before as I have now realised that the punctuation of a curtain point of a film can change the audiences experience and thoughts completely so with this new look on deeper meaning and emphasis I want to incorporate emphasis into a deeper meaning as what my idea may lack in originality it will make up for in an original outlook with a meaning behind it where it will give more to the story than the blank canvas, I will also ensure in the future that the quotation allow the idea to grow rather than just hang on to try to make the idea something it is not as that will potentially ruin the story or make it too much for people to understand. 

2nd point does your own take on something make it original 

“An original idea. That can't be too hard. The library must be full of them.” – Stephen fry (fry, n.d.), this quote emphasises my point on that you can take inspiration from other original ideas and make something original from them by adding your own twist to them or merging them together to make a new idea or experience, this also eludes to the idea of an endless stream of original ideas as when new ideas are created and put out to the world those ideas can thus be created into new ideas again almost like recycling into new, but does that then mean original? Well yes to an extent as those ideas are original but only to the source material as you are still taking premade ideas which means they are not strictly original as they are not fully new.   Authenticity, allegory “Everyone's unique. Everyone's not original.” 
― Brian Spellman (spellman, n.d.), We have our difference in common 2.  This quote emphasises to me that having your own unique take or thought of something can be just as good as being original as I believe that something that is unique means that it is interesting and personal and that is what makes it better than original as for something to be original it needs to be totally different to both yourself and others and that isn’t interesting as it holds no weight behind it or meaning as it is not unique to a persons thoughts or feelings and this is how your own take can be far better than being original. 
“Be yourself; you have nothing more valuable to offer the world than the original you.” ― Matshona Dhliwayo (dhliwayo, n.d.) this quote shows the value of being unique to yourself as this can there for be original by your standards and doesn’t need to adhere to the worlds view of originality this gives personality in a film more of an enfaces as people in the industry now have their own styles they utilise in all their films as that is the style they love and there for is original to themselves take Edgar wright for example who utilises quick cuts and Texas changes consistently through each movie of his this is picked up by the audience and loved each time as is shows personality in the craft. 



3rd point can a non-original story actually be better than an original one? 

I believe a non-original story can be better than an original one in some way however as a non-original story concept can be familiar and enduring if done correctly take for example the titanic, it is effectively a love story set at a tragic time, this concept has been done numerous times with different characters, time periods, scenarios etc. however does that make the titanic bad? No, this just means this genre of film works and the core concept is one that resonates with people shows an inhering aspect to the film and many people have a love for the film for showing something which at its core is very unoriginal. So, what makes this film one of the best ever? Well, there are many points which include strong writing, good acting, interesting filming techniques (camera angles etc) and a strong message, these are the core building blocks to any film, but they are broad which allows experimentation in any shape or form I also believe that utilising a already used formula can also be a strong tactic to create a new view on another genre of film so almost merging to pre designed genres into its own genre take twilight that utilised romance and vampires both heavily used before but merged together make a strong core concept to a genre. . “perspective compression and expansion can visualize the emotional subjectivity of a characters connection” (mercado, 2019) this quote has affected the way I look at original story telling as it shows me that what you can’t do with the content or show with the content you can show with the way something is shot and this therefor is another tool that can be used to make something seem original in a far more interesting way even in a non-original idea, a way something is shot can show a range of thoughts and emotions which I will take with me in my practice in the future, however in the past I have tried to utilise this in curtain ways to show more colour to determine feelings and thoughts but never strictly lenses or angles. The revival of genres and story ideas can also be evidence towards non original story ideas as the publics changes in wants through stories can bring curtain story builds or genres back into the limelight such as superhero’s which had a resurgence in the 2010s .
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Conclusion 

In conclusion I believe that first an idea not being original does take away from it but not to the extent I believed it to be before as I still believe there is a level of interest when an idea is completely original and or seems completely original however I do also know that a film being a very good take of something like a genre or an idea can also have that same feeling maybe just not to the same extent of an original idea, second I believe your own take on something makes it personal not original as I believe personal is an original take but not an original idea as you can film something your way and design it your way in your own unique style however if the genre has already been done and the plot arche has already been done then it cant really be classed as strictly original and the third I believe non original stories actually can be better than original ones as I feel neither re guarantied to be good stories whether it is original or not as its based on strict public opinion however I do believe that the safer option is making an idea that is less original as you already have examples of similar products that have worked. 
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