The Irish Republic Document 1916 by Patrick Pearse. 
The provisional government of the Irish republic to the people of Ireland document, known as the 1916 Republication Declaration by Patrick Pearse from the steps of the GPO, Dublin.[footnoteRef:1] Patrick Pearse was a man of many talents he was a teacher, poet, writer as well as a republican political activist.[footnoteRef:2] However, the document was not all Pearse’s work. Other members of the Military Council of the Irish Republic included its members who were known as Tom Clarke, Sean Mac Diarmada, Thomas MacDonagh, Eamonn Ceannt, James Connolly, and Joseph Plunkett who added to the proclamation’s contents.[footnoteRef:3] This piece of writing will focus on analysing the proclamation Irish document 1916 and will dig deep into the analysis of what really happened during the event.  [1:  Levi Berg, ‘Patrick Pearse: Nationalist Traditionalist Revolutionary and the Murder Machine.’ Scholar Week, April 2022. Olivet Scholarship, ONU Digital Collections, JSTOR, https://www.jstor.org/stable/community.37868360 Accessed 16th June 2025.]  [2:  Robert Taylor ‘Patrick Pearse (Book Review),’ New Society (New Science Publications, 1977), 239-]  [3:  ‘Easter Rising 1916: Who signed the Proclamation?’ BBC News, 23 March 2016. Easter Rising 1916: Who signed the proclamation? - BBC News (Accessed 16th June 2025).] 

The Proclamation of the Irish Republic was a significant statement which declared Ireland’s self- determination, there were several individuals who endorsed the document. Pearse had a motivation to inspire others, he had a strong belief in Irish freedom. On the other hand, Connolly, a labour leader had a strong belief in making better lives for workers and believed this would help to encourage this to be implemented.[footnoteRef:4] Clarke had felt strongly about Irish freedom is entire life, he believed it was his only chance to come away from Britain, he was the first person to sign the proclamation due to his history and dedication.[footnoteRef:5] Moreover, Diarmada had a great passion for bringing individuals together, with his deep beliefs very much in Ireland ruling itself.[footnoteRef:6]  [4:  Edward McNally, ‘The Irish Idea: James Connolly’s Political Thought,’ Modern Intellectual History, 21.4 (2024), pp. 850–73, doi:10.1017/S147924432400050.]  [5:  ‘The Proclamation,’ BBC Home, 24th September 2014. BBC - History - 1916 Easter Rising - Insurrection - The Proclamation Accessed 16th June 2025.]  [6:  Easter Rising 1916: Six days of armed struggle that changed Irish and British history,’ BBC News, 23 March 2016, Easter Rising 1916: Six days of armed struggle that changed Irish and British history - BBC News Accessed 16th June 2025.] 

MacDonagh and Plunkett both had careers and were enthusiastic as poets and writers, their main aim was to have freedom and a strong culture in force.[footnoteRef:7] On the other hand, Ceannt had a dedication to Ireland, and he wanted to make the proclamation stick by signing it, as he wanted to make a promise and a stand to Irish individuals.[footnoteRef:8]All the individuals each had a reason for signing the proclamation. This is evident that everyone had a personal reason for signing to make a better life for others in Ireland.  [7:  Thomas MacDonagh and Joseph Mary Plunkett, The Political Works of Thomas MacDonagh: The Poems of Joseph Mary Plunkett, America (New York, N.Y.: America Press, Inc ,1917), p. xvi, p. 631.]  [8:  Denis Donoghue, ‘Easter 1916’, in Yeats’s Legacies: Yeats annual No.21, ed. by Warwick Gould, 1st ed., Vol.21 (Open Book Publishers, 2018) pp.39-62. https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv8j415.10 Accessed 16th June 2025.] 

The motivations behind the individuals signing the document were overly complex, with everyone having different views and beliefs. Some having more nationalistic beliefs with others having more socialist ones. Everyone had a reason for the passion behind the proclamation. The promises made by the proclamation did not add up to the social realities in the current time as the proclamation declared equal rights and freedom for all its individuals regardless of their gender, religion, race, or social class.[footnoteRef:9] Women were not able to have the same rights as men back in 1916 as they were not able to vote or have a political say, so while the proclamation made all of these promises that it would be the same rule for everyone this was not always the case.[footnoteRef:10] Women faced similar risks to men during the proclamation if they participated in the rebellion they could be imprisoned by the British or killed. There role was very much within the domestic category, as work opportunities and education were limited. [9:  BBC History, ‘1916 Easter Rising- Insurrection- The Proclamation’. BBC - History - 1916 Easter Rising - Insurrection - The Proclamation Accessed 16th June 2025. ]  [10:  Miriam Haughton ‘“Them the Breaks”: #WakingTheFeminists and Staging the   Easter/Estrogen Rising,’ Contemporary Theatre Review, 28.3 (2018), pp. 345–54, doi:10.1080/10486801.2018.1475363 ] 

The 1916 declaration of the Irish Republic was an event that included political, historical, and social factors that happened during World War I. It was an enthusiastic goal driven by passion and strong beliefs for independence with long lasting grievances against British rule. Ireland believed that the declaration was a way of them declaring their independence, that they wanted independence for their country and no longer wanted to be ruled and controlled by Britian.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  W. Harvey Cox, ‘Who Wants a United Ireland?’ Government and Opposition (London), 20.1 (1985), pp. 29–47, doi:10.1111/j.1477-7053. 1985.tb01066.x] 

Moreover, the main groups that pushed for independence were the Irish Republican Brotherhood known as the (IRB) as well as the Irish volunteers. The IRB was a clandestine group who believed in the fight for independence by any means possible, including insurrection. They believed that the British rule was unfair, and Ireland should be freed. On the other hand, the Irish Volunteers aimed to protect Ireland from being ruled by Britian as they felt that doing it peacefully was not an option, as peaceful measures had failed in the past.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  ‘The Irish Republican Brotherhood,’ BBC History,1916 Easter Rising- Profiles. BBC - History - 1916 Easter Rising - Profiles - The Irish Republican Brotherhood Accessed 16th June 2025.] 

The document clearly shows how enthusiastic the Irish people were especially when the document states.
 ‘Ireland summons her children to her flag and strikes for her freedom.’[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Copy of the Proclamation of the Irish Republic, 1916. JSTOR https://www.jstor.org/stable/community.29825218 Accessed 16th June 2025.] 

This quote from the document shows their commitment to action, that they are there to make a stand and to promote change. At this point, in the fight for change and freedom, the several individuals mentioned above, and the groups felt threatened; their shout for doing things in a peaceful manner had failed which left them no choice. Politically, they held strong nationalist ideologies, envisioning and Ireland free from British interference and ran by its own people; their long-time goal being a fully independent and sovereign Ireland, where Irish culture and interests could thrive without external control, being more personally ran by the Irish.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Catherine Frost, ‘Summoning Sovereignty: Constituent Power and Poetic Prophecy in Ireland’s 1916 Proclamation of the Republic’, Constellations (Oxford, England), 24.1 (2017), pp. 76–88, doi:10.1111/1467-8675.12268. ] 

Individuals may have been influenced by past events where countries and individuals have freed themselves away from outside ruling. World War I influenced thoughts due to Britain’s involvement in the war which created a distraction and an opportunity for Irish nationalists to go against British rule. The 1798 rebellion was certainly inspiration for the fight for freedom, where the Irish had lost the fight before to be freed; they wanted their country to have freedom like America, however the British army was too strong and managed to put a stop to their plans. This made them more determined than ever to succeed.[footnoteRef:15]  [15:  David Brundage, Irish Nationalists in America: The Politics of Exile, 1798–1998, 1st edn (Oxford University Press, 2016), doi:10.1093/acprof oso/9780195331776.001.0001] 

The Irish Proclamation of Independence was a huge declaration to the world. The document was read out in Dublin at the general post office, on the 24th of April 1916 during the Easter Rising as a resistance to British control.[footnoteRef:16] The individuals who wrote the document wanted to share it with all Irish individuals and afar too, they especially wanted the British government and other countries to hear it, they wanted everyone to know that Ireland was now an independent republic.[footnoteRef:17] As the document was read aloud, the individuals spoke clearly on why they wanted the break away from Britian going over past grievances such as how badly they felt they had been treated by Britian; they expressed how they felt that Ireland had the right to freedom and right to govern oneself. The document was printed on paper for everyone to view, it was also handed on to people and the word of the document spread by word of mouth. Unfortunately, it was not advertised in newspapers. The document was made to be public, so it would not be kept a secret, making sure this was not a private matter, to gain support from others.  [16:  Charles Townshend, Easter 1916: The Irish Rebellion, New edition. (Penguin Books, 2015]  [17:  Fearghal McGarry, ‘The Easter Rising of 1916: The Aftermath’, BBC History, last updated 3 March 2011. BBC - History - British History in depth: The Easter Rising of 1916 Accessed 17th June 2025.
] 

The Irish made it clear how they have fought long and hard to gain freedom and now wanted to create a government that promoted equality and respect. Ireland wanted their national identity; they wanted a country free from British influence and have the right to their own beliefs, culture, and language. Ireland wanted each Irish person to be able to have their say. The document certainly left a mark. Everyone was taken back by the proclamation to start with, and it took individuals along time to warm to it. Some were taken back and frustrated that this was read on Easter rising. 
This document was a cry for help from the Irish people who wanted to spread the word loud and far, they had previously failed during the Irish rebellion. The failed support from the French, when they were previously promised military aid; lack of unity and the brutal repression, loss of lives; made it a worrying time.[footnoteRef:18] The Irish document caused many mixed emotions for individuals, many felt confused and full of fear, Britain felt angry and intimidated. Some of the Irish people supported the document while others took time and felt unsure. Individuals felt very uneasy with past historical events leading to imprisonment by the British, death and further suppression by Britian.[footnoteRef:19] The main aim of the document was to reach the Irish People so that they would be on side.  [18:  Caoimhe Nic Dhaibheid,’ The Irish National Aid Association and the Radicalization of Public Opinion in Ireland, 1916-1918’ The Historical Journal, 55.3 (2012), pp. 705-29 https://www.jstor.org/stable/23263270 Accessed 17th June 2025.]  [19:   Cian O’Driscoll, ‘Knowing and Forgetting the Easter 1916 Rising’, The Australian Journal of Politics and History, 63.3 (2017), pp. 419–29, doi:10.1111/ajph.12371] 

The Proclamation itself outlined several key promises, including ensuring religious and civil liberty, equal rights, opportunities to all its citizens, and declaring the right of the Irish individuals to the ownership of Ireland. The documents aim was to create a democratic republic where the government gained its rightful powers from individuals no matter their religious or social background.[footnoteRef:20] This view challenged British rule and the social classes by promising a fair and equal society. The timing of the document was not the best, as Britian were already fighting a war and emotions were already high. It was not the best idea for Ireland to pick a fight.  [20:  F. S. L. LYONS, ‘The Rising and After,’ in A New History of Ireland, Volume VI (Oxford University Press, 2010), doi:10.1093/acprof: oso/9780199583744.003.0009 ] 

The British were not fond of the document, they did not respond in a pleasant manner, they instituted marital law; arrested and killed the risings leaders to put a stop to the rebellion, they also increased their military stance.[footnoteRef:21] Many Irish people were taken back and upset with how the events had been handled. The Irish people soon realised that they had suffered enough. The Irish wanted freedom, their own identity, and a country free from religion. The proclamation also acted as a foundational document for short-lived Irish Republic established during the Easter rising.  [21:  Emmanuel Destenay, ‘Conscription, Rural Populations and the Dynamics of War and Revolution,’ Rural History, 33.1 (2021), pp. 105–17, doi:10.1017/S0956793321000170
] 

On the other hand, looking at other events during 1916 it soon becomes evident that there were certainly more than one event taking place around the same time as the Irish Proclamation. Such as the case of Sir Roger Casement, which was published in the newspaper in 1916 in the New York Times.[footnoteRef:22] When analysing the document and the letter for comparison it is clear to see the similarities. The Irish proclamation shows the Irish peoples fight for freedom, with Irish individuals having been treated so unfairly by British people. Where on the other hand the case of Sir Roger Casement shows a different viewpoint, affected by how the British people felt. The letter might doubt if the rebellion was valid and look closely at what Casement did, by asking for German support for Irish independence during World War I which was not allowed.[footnoteRef:23] [22:  Paul Rouse, The Contested Life of Roger Casement, New Statesman (1996) (New Statesman Ltd, 2025), CLIV, 42–43. ]  [23:  BBC History, ‘Wars and Conflict:1916 Easter Rising- Insurrection: Sir Roger Casement and the German Connection’. BBC - History - 1916 Easter Rising - Insurrection - Sir Roger Casement and the German Connection Accessed 17th June 2025.] 



The Irish Proclamation uses strong, emotional language to show Irish people how desperate they are for the fight to freedom. Phrases like
 ‘Ireland summons her children to her flag.’[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Copy of the Proclamation of the Irish Republic, 1916. JSTOR https://www.jstor.org/stable/community.29825218 Accessed 17th June 2025. ] 

 Shows the words encouraging passion to create a sense of patronise. On the other hand, Casement’s letter uses a steady and more careful approach. For example, he was engaging in a form of diplomacy by approaching a foreign power to support the Irish cause.[footnoteRef:25] Casement would have had to justify why Germany should get involved in Irish affairs; he would have had to choose his words carefully to avoid alienating potential allies or making his situation much worse. Both the document and the letter were written at desperate times with a call for help. With Casements letter being a more personal statement and a cry for help. Casement went against the Irish proclamation’s method of fighting for Irish freedom instead he took it upon himself with a slightly more personal approach leading to his execution for treason. [25:  Paul Rouse, The Contested Life of Roger Casement, New Statesman (1996) (New Statesman Ltd, 2025), CLIV, 42–43] 

When looking closely at both the document and the letter, they both show diverse ways of trying to influence what people thought about the Irish history. The proclamation was something that gave people hope and excitement but also dread, while Casement’s letter highlighted more what he did by either praising him or blaming him. The proclamation and the letter use exaggeration and unclaimed statements differently because they both had different aims and audiences. The Proclamation often used strong, exaggerated language to make things seem like there was an urgent call for change, showing a population of close enthusiastic people in Ireland fighting against unfair treatment. The letter about Casement might have made him look like either a traitor or a hero. This shows the passion in words of the document and letter, but each one was a different cry for help. Each word on both is there to try and sway public opinion. 
Even thought the Easter rising was happening, it put a stop to larger plans such as Irish volunteers all over the country seizing important locations, a shipment of weapons arriving from Germany to help the rebels; and a coordinated effort between different Irish groups to fight the British. Moreover, the Rising was scaled back, these other events did not happen, making the actual rebellion much smaller and more isolated than it was meant to be.[footnoteRef:26]  [26:  Marie Coleman, ‘“There Are Thousands Who Will Claim to Have Been ‘out’ during Easter Week.”: Recognising Military Service in the 1916 Easter Rising’, Irish Studies Review, 26.4 (2018), pp. 488–509, doi:10.1080/09670882.2018.1523355] 

Many individuals had views on the Irish Proclamation in 1916 such as Eoin MacNeill a leader of the Irish Volunteers, he wanted to put a stop to the Easter rising.[footnoteRef:27] However, he did believe in independence for Ireland but was not fond of the timing; he felt that it was too soon to be putting such a document forward with little support. MacNeill believed that the event should only happen if there was more public support in place for a better chance of success, he released a countermanding order to Irish volunteers which he hoped would stop such events taking place. Even though he did not manage to stop Easter rising it did work a little bit by causing confusion so many did not attend. [27:  F. S. L. LYONS, ‘The Rising and After,’ in A New History of Ireland, Volume VI (Oxford University Press, 2010), doi:10.1093/acprof: oso/9780199583744.003.0009 ] 

Moreover, it is always difficult to fact check documents and letters within historical times, however relaying on the information and historical evidence it is clear to see that the document and letter helped to understand the events that took place helping readers and researchers to have more of an open mind when digging into certain historical events. The Irish Proclamation makes big statements about Irish independence, equal rights, and the creation of a new republic. To evaluate the claims of the Proclamation, comparing its meaning with accounts in The Easter rising by Tim Pat Coogan, reviewed by Robert Moore; which details the events and drive behind the rebellion.[footnoteRef:28] Later government documents, such as the ‘Constitution of Ireland 1937, shows how the proclamations ideals were implanted into the new state.[footnoteRef:29]  [28:   Robert Moore, ‘1916: The Easter Rising’, Library Journal (1976) (MSI Information Services, 2002), 113-]  [29:  Thomas Mohr, ‘Religious Minorities under the Constitution of the Irish Free State, 1922–1937’, The American Journal of Legal History, 61.2 (2021), pp. 235–72, doi:10.1093/ajlh/njab002 ] 

On the other hand, Roger Casements letter, which in some parts criticises British rule can be compared with his other writings such as the collected poems of Roger Casement, showing his committed advocacy for Irish independence.[footnoteRef:30] Moreover, even though the Easter rising was smaller than planned, it was like the American Declaration of Independence 1776 because both declared freedom from a bigger power.[footnoteRef:31] They both showed a strong pull for independence, even though they happened in various places and diverse ways, this then encouraged others to fight for freedom.  [30:  Roger Casement, Some Poems of Roger Casement (Project Gutenberg)]  [31:  Robert Hole, The American Declaration of Independence of 4 July 1776, History Review (Bedford, England) (History Today Ltd, 2001), pp. 38–38] 

In conclusion the Irish Proclamation 1916 was a strong document with strong enthusiastic wording. The document certainly did make a massive impact especially for Ireland as they fought hard for freedom even at the expense of loss of lives which showed they were enthusiastic in what they believed in. emotions were already extremely high with the events of World War I. On the other hand, big promises were made when the proclamation was written, however looking at the document now and what times were like back then, not all promises could be upheld. 
Moreover it is clear to see the lengths that Irish people went to, to be able to get the freedom they so desperately required this is evident in Casements letter were his fight for freedom led to his death alongside the other signatories of the proclamation as they stood up for what they believed in that led to their execution by the British. In 1949 Ireland finally became a republic, so it was evident that their fight had paid off.[footnoteRef:32] I agree with the Proclamation as it made changes that needed to be implemented and focused on movements, to make a better life for Irish people. The proclamation laid the pathway for future social and political reforms in Ireland.  [32:   Lee Ward, ‘Republican Political Theory and Irish Nationalism,’ The European Legacy, toward New Paradigms, 21.1 (2016), pp. 19–37, doi:10.1080/10848770.2015.1097137
] 
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