Evaluate the impact of the assisted dying for terminally ill adult's bill
[bookmark: _Int_anW58qso]This essay will concern the Assisted Dying Bill for Terminally Ill Adults Bill, which is currently in the process of aiming to legalise assisted suicide for individuals over 18 years old that have been given the expectation of 6 months left to live (BBC News, 2024). This new law would then possibly lead to the alteration of existing laws, as well as being a reason for new laws to be introduced. Issues regarding ethics have been a highlighted concern of the assisted dying bill, such as contradictions to law (Human Rights Act 1998). However, this Bill would give terminally ill adults a choice to die with dignity, on their own terms, rather than being forced to tolerate unnecessary suffering. This being said, there are many areas of the bill that need to be reviewed and potentially reformed which will be discussed within this essay.
The assisted dying for terminally ill adults bill is a current and ongoing debate within parliament. It aims for the legality of terminally ill adults to be able to make an informed decision on their choice to end their life with professional medical assistance. The conclusion of whether the individual would be able to act upon their choice to end their life would be a protected conclusion as of medical necessity to ensure that the correct measures are being taken (UK Parliament, 2024).There are many requirements that need to be assessed in order to qualify for an assisted death. For example, it would only be applicable to terminally ill adults with less than six months left to live, it is essential that mental competence needs to be proved, and this should be reviewed by 2 doctors to guarantee that there was no coercion involved (ITV News, 2024). This bill was in the committee stage where the bill is reviewed and amendments are proposed (England and Fox, 2025). On the 28th of March 2025, the bill had been considered by a public bill committee and every line was carefully scrutinised (Baker, 2024). 
There have been various previous attempts to change the law on assisted suicide. For example, according to Dignity in Dying (2025), the bill was initially suggested to the house of commons by Lord Falconer in 2014. The bill was founded on principles from the Oregon Death with Dignity Act, 1997, which has approved of assisted suicide. Although of this, the Bill was dropped due to the oncoming general election and no progress was made with the bill until 2015 where Rob Marris (Labour MP) re-introduced the idea, yet it was dismissed by the second reading. Furthermore, Baroness Meacher in 2021 proposed the bill to the house of commons but ran out of time so it couldn't pass other important stages. Now Kim Leadbeater (Labour MP) has been contributing to pushing the bill in terms of legalisation. Following theses previous attempts and current situation of the bill, if is to get approved by both houses and get given royal assent, there needs to be consideration of the changes that it could make to existing laws as well as the impact it could have on the creation of new laws in regard to the bill. 
Firstly, assisted suicide is currently an illegal act within the UK as stated under section 2 of The Suicide Act (1961), ' D does an act capable of encouraging or assisting the suicide or attempted suicide of another person’ (The Suicide Act 1961). As the Assisted Dying Bill for Adults would juxtapose this offence it would either need to be amended or abolished. It would be reasonable to alter the act to highlight an acceptance for the 
[bookmark: _Int_elokPicc]assisted suicide of terminally ill adults performed by professionals (doctors) and this would need to be made clear. As well as law modification as a result of the proposed bill, new offences may also be created. One example may surround coercion. There is a possibility that this new bill could lead to a vulnerable individual being coerced by doctors, family, friends or even the media into a decision to end their life. Therefore, this factor needs to be evaluated when it comes to protecting individuals that the bill could impact. Additionally, new laws may come into place due to the assisted dying bill. For instance, the recording of assisted suicides would need to be documented and monitored to avoid chances of medical negligence. Medical misconduct is already a large issue and is at its peak because during 2022-2023 there were 229,458 recorded complaints in the UK (Rigby, n.d.). Therefore, it is crucial that there is reassurance that the assisted dying bill will not be an added risk to the increasement of this figure, potentially causing more disputes within the NHS. 
According to the Equality and Human Rights Commission (2018), every person in the UK is entitled to important rights and this can be found under the Human Rights Act 1998. Article 2 of the Human Rights Act (1998) addresses the right to life. One key case that demonstrates this is the case of ‘Pretty V The United Kingdom’. This case concerns 43-year-old women who was battling a progressing motor neurone disease. She is deteriorating rapidly, and her condition is worsening. She proposed for the help of her husband to assist her suicide without her husband being prosecuted. The application was however refused because Article 2 of the human rights act ‘protects not life itself but the right to life’. The law states that ‘Everyone’s right to life shall be protected by law’, and all though she was not allowed to be assisted to end her life, the court still considered human rights (The Human Rights Act 1998). The article recognises that it is the individual's choice whether to live and so it is for the individual protects their right to self-determination about topics of life and death. (European Court of Human Rights, 2005). As Kim Leadbeater states, adults that she has spoken to with terminal illnesses want “the right to die with dignity and compassion” and “the right to choose a compassionate death” (UK Parliament, 2024a).

There are many arguments that are in support and against the Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill that has contributed to its controversiality. One argument in defence of the bill is that it would offer terminally ill adults the choice of ending their suffering on their own terms as well as decreasing suicide rates in the terminally ill. Research reveals 3000-6500 people who are terminal in the UK attempt to commit suicide whilst 300-650 commit suicide every year. The bill could decrease the amount of non-assisted suicides. In a survey, 75% of the people supported legalising assisted dying in the UK, and only 14% did not (Dignity in dying, 2021). Therefore, this argument supports the notion that the bill advocates for human rights rather than attacking them. 




Conversely, one argument against the bill is that it could cause problems surrounding malpractice. For example, in the case of ‘Mortier v Belgium’ a son of a woman who had been euthanised had stated how the system in Belgium did not protect his mother, a vulnerable individual (Michell, 2023). In the case, as a result, judges concluded Belgium had violated article 2 of the European convention of human rights because the correct measure were not taken to protect the mothers right to life (Contributor, 2022). Therefore, in many situations the bill could be considered dangerous as there is potential for incorrect precautions to be taken, resulting in malpractice. However, a counter argument of this is that the chance of this happening has been acknowledged as Leadbeater says that the bill ‘would contain the most robust and strongest set of safeguards and protections in the world’ (UK Parliament, 2024b). This would therefore prevent malpractice from occurring.
There are several suggestions to reform the bill, to improve clarity amongst who can use it, when people can use it and why some people may not be able to use it. Firstly, there should be a solid system put into place for the individual to discuss other options other than assisted death. For example, the person should be made completely aware of palliative care options before making their decision, to ensure there is not another option that they would prefer. To further protect the vulnerable there should be new laws created surrounding coercion, such as if someone was to suggest that assisted death was their only option. According to Parliament.uk (2025), in a UK survey, 24% of people are not aware of palliative care or have never heard of it. By ensuring that every terminally ill individual is aware of palliative care, it makes assisted suicide a last resort choice. As the individual must be proven to be mentally competent, a psychiatrist should be present during the process of evaluating whether the person is applicable for assisted dying alongside two doctors.
In conclusion, the Assisted Dying Bill for Terminally Ill Adults Bill would have a beneficial impact on adults who are terminally ill and struggling because it would give them a choice; deterring non-assisted suicide as well as ending unnecessary suffering. Although there are many issues that the bill could cause such as a threat to human rights, it is empowering for the individuals that it is ended for to end their life with dignity which some may say is important. By outlining the characteristics of who is eligible for an assisted death and why, it may educate the public which could lead to less controversy and more understanding surrounding the bill. Finally, this bill not only would largely impact society but would be a positive impact on terminally ill adults.
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