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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
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	NAME: 
Harrison Bright
	 ID No.: 2115653

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Combating drug trafficking in England and Wales- is enough being done?

There always appears to be a reoccurring nature in regards to drug crime, as the police do make arrests and appear to make a difference in the short term as per Essex Police (2024) “drug testing on arrest can help people out of the cycle of re-offending and into treatment.” Meaning those who are arrested are offered the opportunity to be given help. However, despite this, it does appear that drug trafficking is a continual issue that reoccurs and with no definitive end goal. As such, my dissertation would like to explore whether enough is being done in regard to this in both the short term and long term.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 
The Research Aim:
To critically assess the evolving nature of drug crime/ drug trafficking in England and Wales.
The objectives for the Aim:
1) Explore the evolving nature of drug crime in England and Wales through the review of recent literature.
2) Identify the current legislation and strategies being used to combat drug trafficking/ drug crime in England and Wales.
3) Evaluate the public’s perception of how drug crime can be combatted in England and Wales.

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.
A government report that would be considered to be used as a part of the research would be the Black (2020). In this report it offers many key statistics such as “27,000 young people now identify as gang members, many drawn into drug dealing” Black (2020). These statistics will be able to support objective 1; to explore the evolving nature of drug crime in the UK, as this report can provide key statistics to understand the state of crime in the UK. 
Another government report that would work with the last report would be the Review of Drugs Part Two; prevention, treatment, and recovery by the Department of Health and Social Care (2021). This report continues the work of the last report but also states strategies which the government would put in place. Such as “drug-focused prevention programmes in schools” (Department of Health and Social Care, 2021). Having a source such as this in my work will help assist me in adding information in regard to objective two. Considering this is discussing a strategy that the government has put into place in terms of preventing drugs, it may not influence current drug users at this moment in time. However, in terms of long-term goals, it would be a prevention tactic in regard to assisting young people who may be easily influenced. Making them aware of the effects of being involved with drugs and possibly drug crime in the future.
A different government report from the Home Office called Official Statistics Crime outcomes in England and Wales 2023 to 2024. From march 2019 to march 2024 there has been a rise of 8 days on average to come to any discission in relation to drug offences as per (Home Office, 2024). Having a source such as this will be helpful as it has shown me that the judicial system is taking more time and more consideration before coming to a decision however, it could be seen as being indecisive which may not be helping those who are arrested as drug users. To add further context further research is needed.

A strategic plan that’s in place which was created by the Home Department is called From Harm to Hope: a 10-year drugs plan to cut crime and save lives (2023). Reviewing a strategy such as this allows myself to be able to see how the government plans on combating drugs in the long term, considering it covers 10 years. Within this 10-year plan, there could be also short-term fixes until the 10-year plan is implemented which can be also reviewed. 
The current legislation surrounding illegal drug use is The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (Amendment) Order 2024 and The Misuse of Drugs and Misuse of Drugs (Designation) (England and Wales and Scotland) (Amendment and Revocation) Regulations 2024. This legislation allows me to establish what the current standards are in the UK in regard to drugs. Doing so makes it clearer what drugs are deemed as illegal, which will aid my research as I am aware of what substances to look for in my research in regard to objective two.
A different organisation report is by the National County Lines Coordination Centre (NCLCC). This organisation released a report called the NCLCC County Lines Strategic Assessment 2020/2022 (2023). By reviewing this report, offers insight into how the police approach policing drug crime in various areas across the UK, as well as including statistics and themes of drug crime. This source could be used in assistance to objective one as it offers insight into drug crime or could be used about objective two as it also discusses policing strategies in terms of combating drug crime.
An organisation report that would be of assistance is Deaths Related to Drug Poisoning in England and Wales: 2022 Registrations by the Office for National Statistics (2023). This will be able to assist regarding objective one as it will establish the severity of drug crime. With offering numerous statistics in regard to taking illegal drugs such as “among males, there were 114.3 drug-poisoning deaths registered per million in 2022 (3,240 deaths), compared with 55.8 deaths per million among females (1,667 deaths)” (Office for National Statistics, 2023). What could be then explored further is if there are issues with males being attracted to drug crime more as there is a large imbalance between both genders in terms of drug poisoning.
A textbook that can be used is Gangs, Drugs and (Dis) Organised Crime by Robert Mclean (2019). This textbook will offer information from an academic approach offering more of a background in relation to drug crime. In turn, assisting in terms of objective one as one of the book’s aims is “to shed light on gang organisation as a means for gang business by exploring the interplay between structure and activity, and how this evolves in conjunction with, and as a consequence of, gang evolvement” (Mclean, 2019). This will assist me when trying to understand drug crime from a policing standpoint as to how the police may look to counteract drug crime. 
“Drug dealing is the root cause of a significant amount of gang offending. It provides wealth to a select group at the top of the hierarchy.” (Crown Prosecution Service , 2021). Meaning both drug crime and gang crime would need be investigated further as they both are connected to one and other. Analysing how both these crimes are being combatted by looking at what strategies are currently in place and if there is a need for improvement.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
A quantitive survey method being considered is a questionnaire. A questionnaire would consist of a multi-question document and within each question, a participant would be required to state an answer. These questions would have multiple choices however, only one answer is required per question. It would be an effective way of gauging data by asking enough people about the subject matter. In this questionnaire, I would like at least 100 people to participate as there is a significant proportion of data and having a large number of participants would make this data more accurate to the public’s perception as a collective.
Another qualitative survey method under consideration would be an interview. An interview would consist of multiple questions but with more depth than a questionnaire. Allowing an individual to answer more freely and honestly in terms of their opinion on the matter, meaning an individual’s opinion is heard as one person not as a whole collective. In this regard, I would allow lecturers, students and members of the public to participate as I would want a variety of opinions from different backgrounds. I would want to interview at least 5 people; this then would not overwhelm me but give enough information to review.
A qualitative survey method being considered is a questionnaire undertaken in such a way that I would position my street in a busy area, and ask participants to answer a single question. This questionnaire would consist of only one question in principle which can be conducted easily. This may not provide a vast amount of data like the previous questionnaire however; it could be done on a larger scale. This would mean there would be a much larger proportion of the public included allowing the public opinion to be more accurate This would include lecturers, students but mainly members of the public. As there would only be one question asked it could be asked to a vast amount of people; significantly more than other questionnaires, a goal for this questionnaire if used would be to ask 100 participants.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 
I will be looking to include members of the general public in my research. I will want to get at least 100 participants involved if not a bigger sample, as the more people that are involved the more accurate the results will be toward society as a whole. I will be using social media platforms including Facebook and Linked In to share my survey for others to complete, those who will be completing this survey also live in England and Wales who will be over the age of 18 and I will include an age question in my survey. This is known as the snowball sampling which is where “research participants are asked to assist researchers in identifying other potential subjects.” As per Oregon State, 2010. By myself sharing this survey then of those who see my survey will share this survey which in turn creates a snowball effect.
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