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Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project

Please remove the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Sean Patrick McGuinness O’Neill

	STUDENT ID No.: 2124735


	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:
Police Services in Western Society and their relationship with the Media – What effect is the media having on Public Perception on Policing.

I believe this topic to be worthy of consideration as it offers an important insight into how Police services in the West are being seen by the public whom they serve. I believe there is extensive amounts of consideration for varying perspectives within this topic, many of which beg to be explored and examined for an interesting conclusion.

I believe this subject to be Hot Topic and there is a vast amount of data, case studies and interesting perceptions to explore. Police Services across Western Society have been scrutinised publicly and I want to explore if this has influenced public perception and what leads the media to cover these stories. Furthermore, I want to explore the relationship between Police forces and their media counter parts. Is this a collaborative working relationship or a political standoff.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

Within this topic I have several objectives. This is an extensive topic and I believe there are a lot of perspectives and interesting avenues to explore.
1. How has the Media Affected Public Perception of Policing in Western Society.
2. How is this impacting Police forces across Western Society.
3. To identify and explore and discrepancies or biases in media depictions of Policing and their potential influence on public opinion.
4. To explore the influence of demographic factors (age, race, age, ethnicity) on how individuals interpret and respond to media representation of Western Policing.
5. To explore how Police Services in Western Society communicate with Media outlets and how this relationship has developed.
6. To explore the effectiveness of communications strategies employed by law enforcement agencies in western societies to counteract negative media portrayals and manage public perception.
7. What is the motivation for Police portrayal across media outlets (financial, fact finding, political or a moral obligation)
8. Summaries whether the media is portraying the Police services fairly. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Given the topic, there are many media examples and case studies of negative, and positive portrayals of Policing. I intend on researching these portrayals and how they have developed over time. Mainstream media will be essential when researching this. I also intend on consulting government reports and legislation, has the media been given more or less power to scrutinise Policing.
Case studies will be essential, I want to explore data that underlines public perception, does the community feel confident in reporting crimes and the Police ability to produce positive results. This will be found through government reports and media surveys.

I also intend on enquiring with Local Police forces on the results they have seen, such as number of reported Crimes in a particular demographic (BAME) and whether the influence of social media has caused an increase or decrease in the number of incidents reported to Police as a direct result of media. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I will conduct a survey with both Police staff, officers, partnering agencies and the public. The objective is to explore their observations from both a Policing standpoint, but also a potential non-bias standpoint. I want to discover whether participants believe the media to be portraying the Police fairly, or whether the media negatively portrays Police Services for financial or political gain.



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I intend to speak directly to media outlets. I want to understand their objectives and motivations for reporting Police related stories. Is there fairness? Or is there a bias towards reporting more negative policing stories as opposed to positive ones. I also want to understand what affect media outlets believe they are having on public perception, and was that the desired outcome?
 
Also, I want to speak directly to media teams working within Policing organisations to explore tactics and ways of fighting misinformation being portrayed in the media. 

With the use of the survey, I hope to obtain results from members of the public who offer a unique perception.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Confidentiality and Privacy – I intend on ensuring that all participants for my surveys and professional discussions are consulted about their privacy and their confidentiality. 
Bias – I intend on ensuring that my research is based only on fact and not on any unconscious bias.


	TIME SCALE:
I intend on affording myself plenty of time to conduct the surveys, professional discussion, and research into case studies.  
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