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AIM(S)
o To investigate theories concerning the nature and definition of religion.

e To explore modern on secularisation and the alleged decline of religion in the modern
world.

« To examine the nature of astrology as religion.
e To investigate the relationship between cosmology and some of the world’s major
religions.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module successful students should be able to:

o demonstrate a critical understanding of the religious context of astronomical,
astrological or cosmological belief;

« show a sophisticated awareness of the contested nature both of religious claims and of
beliefs concerning the relationship between the stars and the numinous;

« critically evaluate debates concerning the nature of religion;

e critique contemporary debates concerning the implications of modern cosmology for
religious beliefs;

« critically compare practices in astral theology in different cultures.

CONTENT

1. The function, nature and definition of religion,
1.1 Inclusive and exclusive definitions of religion
1.2 Functionalism
1.3 The Religious experience
1.4 Secularization and privatization.

2. Astrology and religion.
2.1 Astrology’s origins in religion



2.2 Astrology’s identity as a religion
2.3 Cosmotheism
2.4 Cosmogonies
2.5 Salvation in the stars
3. The use of the stars in religion
3.1 Celestial journeys
3.2 The soul’s origin in the stars
3.3 Sacred calendars
3.4 Angelic journeys and astral beings
4. Astral Religions
4.1 Egyptian solar religion
4.2 Hermeticism and Gnosticism
4.3 Mithraism
4.4 India
5. Cross cultural comparisons
Africa, Australia, the Americas
6. Cosmogonies
7. New Age, Theosophical and modern Pagan cosmologies

ASSESSMENT
Written Assignments: 5000 words of written work

One 2000 word assignment (40% of total marks).

Critical Review of a Chapter in a Book
Example assignment: ‘Write a critical review of the Introduction (pp. xi-xvi) to Cumont, Franz,
Astrology Among the Greeks and Romans, New York: Dover Publications 1960 [1911].

One 3000 word assignment (60% of total marks).

Essay
Example assignment: ‘Plato said that astronomy led to knowledge of the gods. Consider the
consequences of this statement.’
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