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Through out this essay I will be discussing John Dewey, Burrhus Skinner and Lev Vygotsky also discussing how we use their practices throughout my school environment and linking them to policies. 
Our primary school based in rural south west Wales we use a variety of teaching methods and strategies, these are influenced by many theorists, which are all to teach and help the learning and development of children. Throughout our school environment learning is the main priority, learning is a process where children gather knowledge, skills even behavior traits, this can be done in many ways. Learning and teaching go in partnership with one and other as teaching needs to be in a style or manner of how the children/child learn, also keeping an open mind of what works for some children might not work for other children. Teaching is no longer taught from behind the desk it’s about embedding in our children today that they can be active independent learners with a positive growth mindset. As Carol Dweck states “In a growth mindset, challenges are exciting rather than threatening. So rather than thinking, oh I'm going to reveal my weaknesses, you say wow here's a chance to grow”. (AZ quotes Carol Dweck) Throughout the year groups within the primary school children are given a lot of independence, this can start from early years being the milk monitor right up to year six being the reading ambassador's this gives children a sense of being, inclusion and pride. This links well with John Dewey theory children learn by doing “give the pupils something to do not something to learn; and the doing is of such a nature as to demand thinking learning naturally results” (AZ quotes John Dewey) John Dewey was a social philosopher from America who had a theory of children learn by doing and that teaching of education should be based on real life situations. John Dewey theory of progressive education is reflected in our school as the children are asked at the beginning of term what are your interests? What would you like to learn about? By doing this theory children have a choice and they can explore their own interests. By relating to the learning of real life experiences the children become ethically informed citizens. Which links to our new curriculum created by Graham Donaldson. The new curriculum is to develop children for the future it consists of four purposes that will mean all children and young people will be healthy confident individual's, ethically informed citizens, ambitious capable learners and enterprising contributors. “these purposes should guide all future decisions about national and local educational priorities and underpin all teaching and learning in Wales” (summary of successful futures government of wales) By following the new curriculum children will or would have had an interesting and challenging experience in school, that will then help and shape them to succeed in everyday life. Off site visits are regularly made by the class to an outdoor area relating to the topic, by doing this children can relate to the learning by experiencing the natural world in firsthand. Engaging in the activity their experiences contributing to the learning outcome showing an understanding and appreciation of the world we live in. When returning back to class the children are asked to reflect on what they have experienced “We do not learn from experience we learn from reflecting on experience” (teaching and learning reflection John Dewe. ) The children have invested in their own learning/education therefore it is meaningful to them which encourages the WANT to learn. John Dewey believed that being a teacher was more of a facilitator to the children, to help them study what they are interested in. Ultimately learning through experience combined with subject matter that was engaging with a child centered approach made applicable to each child would lead to great young adults, who have developed problem solving skills by using their own minds with an positive active approach results in knowledge and understanding. Beng a community school where “success for all” (author own website) the school realizes the importance of social engagement between the school, families and students. This relates to the theorists Lev Vygostky. Vygostky was a developmental psychologist from Russia. He is known for this theory of how social experiences influences the child development. “through other’s we become ourselves” (picturequotes Lev Vygotsky) he believed that a child language is learnt/part of social interaction, also that children who are learning a new topic or concept can benefit and learn from the teacher or peers. Our school links to his theory throughout the year groups and throughout the curriculum, classes have what is called co-operative learning groups which a is learning group with peers that encourage and engage one and other whilst developing social interacting skills. Lev Vygotsky also believed like Piaget that learning also happens through play this is widely spread throughout the school from flying start to year six also through the LRC (learning resource center) right through to intervention's and nurture groups. Play is important of a child's day its where they can express themselves nd learn social communication skills. Whilst the children play, they develop language skills listening skills, cognitive and imaginative skills also social and emotional skills the children are unaware that they are learning these skills as its all through play. The children are constantly earning language from each other every day. This all adds to the children's knowledge and shows importance of interacting with other and why play is so important. Whilst the children of this primary school are learning the new curriculum and how to develop a growth mindset the school also encourages children to behave in the correct manner. In order to do this the school have created a behavior charter tailored for all year groups to follow, each child follows the behavior charter knowing their own rights which was created by the UNCRC. This links well to Burrhus Skinners behavior theory. Burrhus Skinner was known as a behavior theorist who’s born in the United States of America who got his findings from pigeons and rats for his studies. He believed individuals are shaped by rewards and consequences this is known as operant conditioning. This is reflected throughout the school, as children know their UNCRC rights, so they have the freedom to behave how they choose, as long as they are willing to accept the consequences if they apply. “everything we do and are is determined by our history of rewards and punishments” (skinner blog spot 2019). Rewards and sanctions are reinforced throughout the school to show children what is right and wrong behavior's, loss of breaktimes is the sanctions for bad behavior's, this is a learnt behavior and can shape the child/children just as Burrhus Skinner. 
To conclude this assignment on three main theorists used through the primary school, Vygtosky and Dewey linked well together as they have a belief of constructivism theory, they believed that learning is  active process with social interactions with motivation on new subjects based on real life topics with a prior knowledge, embedding hands on problem solving. Whereas Skinner believed the behaviorism theory in that children re just responding to stimulus, the teachers are responsible for designing the learning environment, also shaping the child ‘s positive/negative behavior's through reinforcement. By following these theorists' theories along with the new curriculum, keeping the children's rights in mind children of today should have successful futures, with a good standard of core conditions.  
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