

HPEN 6/5012: Welsh writing wales: Narratives & Nation States

STEVIE DAVIES, THE ELEMENT OF WATER

How does it fit with the other texts – questions of: 
TIME –WHEN SET (in relation to each other; in relation to now)  and
SPACE – WHERE SET (ideas of home/institutions/clubs/schools/military establishments)
Discussion of
(i) Heini and homosexuality 
· The relations between Wales and Europe (compare Azzopardi). 
(ii) · the function of Wales in constructing ideas of otherness
(iii) · stereotypes? – enabling, disabling
(iv) · Relation of nationality to questions of gender? 
(v) · The protagonist(s) and the relations between them?
(vi) · The function of the Romance plot? 
(vii) · Public and private spheres?
Passages for discussion: seminar

HISTORY – WHAT SORT OF HISTORY? 
· Of overt/actual power 
· Of hidden knowledge and its continuing impact on individuals both 
(i) inside the family - Michael and Wolfi ; Renate and Issiel;
(ii)  on the way people interpret others p.80ff  Rachel as ‘Jew’; p.95 Issie as Mischling

READ AND DISCUSS
NATIONS & NATION STATES  
- relation between Wales and England    (Wales as small home V  untrustworthy state powers 
p.26ff	‘But Issie was Welsh, not German, and free of all that.’
p. 27	Issie will never work in England again, nor Wales or Scotland, especially not Scotland. Ireland not mentioned
p.35	Patterson reveals interchangeability of empires: Nazi & British  (Now facing ‘a common foe’ (compare Paul on p.16 –‘ The Amis will turn on the Soviets, you’ll see’)
p. 40 	Wolfi and American fashion 
pp.44-6   the polish girl :Germany and Poland as ‘imagined countries’
p.94 	racial categories) through the military. 
p.80 	children from Singapore – picked up langUAGE to anathematise ‘lower races’ Unpicking simple binaries at every level – 
p.59 	cruelty of children sawing wasps in half 
pp.80 ff Rachel bullied and the crawling 
[bookmark: _GoBack]pp.85 ff. structures that create bullying and bigotry– 
p.87	we are them and they are us 
p.211 	Blutehof?

IDEAS OF HOME & HOMELESSNESS
p.15	‘Paul shed tears. ‘The Fuhrer is my family. And if he should fall, I am an orphan. We are all orphans. Where would we go? Where would be our home?
p.25	water was home: it was Pwll Du and Rhossili on Sunday mornings…. She would show those English bastards how to dive.’ 
p.151 	Rachel: we don’t go back
p.159 	Wolfi and Effi
Michael’s guilt. Issie not German but Welsh see p.28-30 (antis and gossip and Jewish displaced welsh )unpicking ideas of ethnicity with the supreme example – Nazi - that sucks you in. Renate not vicious but young, unquestioning 





Patterson’s life would be empty, a dull round of bossing and beaurocracy without the war. … Isolde wondered whether, in that case, it mightn’t be better to chuck the lot – he didn’t fight p.57
· 

Think of its narrative use of time - why and how does it function?

pp. 90 – confrontation bet Michael and Wolfi - Michael never a Nazi (immediately after Issie realises that we are them and they are us)
pp. 96-7 – Michael’s nightmares - the gold crowns of teeth and hair bagged. Must be stopped

Creating purity/believing purity 
p.103-4	 the tanks of sperm/ the tweezering of Paul’s chest – (hair as ape-like). 
Paul’s cosmetic secrets: one of my ancestors must have married a Slav woman….
p.105 	the entourage stopping to coo over blond boy. 
p.106	Hypocrisy – Paul murdering his own comrades. 
p.116	 the party and the assessment of Effi’s face – categories.
Quarrels bet Paul & Renate culminating in the bottle-blond of Issie
p.125 	Issie and Wolfi – on bad seed
p.127 	Issie’s memories of Denis – issue of double standards – counterbalance between mother and child
p.146 	 Heini - his beloved Gunther hung as deserter (p.205 – ‘you filthy queer’)
p.212	Rachel missing 

p.220 on… stone Madonna made clean and presentable 
p. 229 slave workers
p.248	 they had not seen … the rise of the cold water drives them back



