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Bibliographical Exercise
The bibliographical exercise is focused on a book ODS 00168 Commentaria in quatuor Prophetas Maiores. This is a commentary on the Old Testament books of the four major prophets. It was published at Antwerp, in Belgium, in 1625, by ‘Martinus Nutius’ for the French King Louis XIII.
The title page is transcribed as follows; 
[Within a printed illustration border] SANCTVS| SANCTVS| SANCTVS| COMMTARIA| IN QVATVOR | PROPHETAS | MAIORES.| Auctore R.P. CORNELIO CORNELII| A LAPIDE, è Societate Iesv,| olim in Louanienfi , ninc in Romano Collegio| Sacrarum Litterrarum Profeffore.| Poftrema edition aucta et recognita. |ANTVERPIÆ| APVD MARTINVM NVTIVM.| ANNO M. DC. XXV.| Cum Priuilegio Cafareo, Regis Galliœ, et Princ. Belgarum.| EX BIBLIOTHECA VATICANA. 
Unusually, the book contains three other page titles. This indicates that the volume is a compilation of four induvial commentaries. 
[Printed on page 565] COMMENTARIA| IN| IEREMIAM| PROPHETAM,| THRENOS, | ET| BARVCH| Auctore R.P. CORNELIO CORNELII| A LAPIDE, Societ. IESV, Sacrarum Littera-| rum in Collegio Romano Profeffore. |ANTVERPIÆ| Apud MARTINVM NVTIVM| ANNO M. DC. XXV.| Cum Gratia & Priuilegio. 
[Printed on page 933] COMMENTARIA| IN| EZECHIELEM| PROPHETAM.| Auctore R.P. CORENELIO CORNELII| A LAPIDE, Societ. IESV, Sacrarum Littera-| rum in Collegio Romano Profefflore.| ANTVERPIÆ| Apud MARTINVM NVTIVM| ANNO M. DC. XXV.| Cum Gratia & Priuilegio. 
[Printed on  page 1261] COMMENTARIA| IN| DANIELEM| PROPHETAM| Auctore R.P. CORENELIO CORNELII| A LAPIDE, Societ. IESV, Sacrarum Littera-| rum in Collegio Romano Profefflore. | ANTVERPIÆ| Apud MARTINVM NVTIVM| ANNO M. DC. XXV.| Cum Gratia & Priuilegio. 
The Colophon is found printed under these title pages, 
[Colophon on *,  Ooooo, Bbb and Kkkk ] ANTVERPIÆ| Apud MARTINVM NVTIVM| ANNO M. DC. XXV.| Cum Gratia & Priuilegio. 
The registration of the signature is as follows;
 *6, **6, ***6, ****6, A - Z6, Aa - Zz6 , Aaa- Zzz6 , Aaaa- Hhhh6 , Iiii4 (Iiii4, Iiii5 wanted), Kkkk- Zzzz6 , Aaaaa- Mmmmm6 , Nnnnn8 , Ooooo- Zzzzz6 , Aaaaaa-Cccccc6 , Dddddd4 (Dddddd4, Dddddd5 wanted), a6 , B-C6 , d-f6 , G6 , b6 , i6 .  
The following leafs follow a sequence of six with the exception of Nnnnn8 . The format closely relates to Octavo but differentiates with the two missing blank pages. 
Pagination;
From the title page to page one there are no numbers or roman numerals. The following sequence of the pagination is,
 Preface, 1-218, 223-224, 221-224, 229-230, 227-228, 231-232, 231-328, 317- 320, 333-338, 393, 340- 766, 769-768, 769-1241, 1241, 1243- 1296, 1270, 1298-1334, 1333, 1336-1424 + index. 
As the sequence demonstrates, some page numbers are organised in the wrong order. 






The publication, Commentaria in quatuor Prophetas Maiores, was written by the Jesuit Cornelius a Lapide or as it is transcribed in the Commentaria in quatuor Prophetas Maiores, Auctore R.P. CORNELIO CORNELII| A LAPIDE. According to Wim François,  Cornelius a Lapide was ‘one of the most prolific Bible commentators of post-tridentine Catholicism’.[footnoteRef:1] He was born in 1567 in Bocholt, which is today Flemish Limburg as Cornelis Cornelissen van den Steen. He began his studies in the humanities and the philosophy at the Jesuit colleges of Maastricht and Cologne, he then further studied at the University of Douai, for half a year, and in Leuven, for four years, in theology. In the year of 1592, Cornelius a Lapide entered the society of Jesus and was ordained as a priest in 1595. Through teaching philosophy, he was made a professor of scripture and of Hebrew at Leuven in 1596. In 1616,  Cornelius a Lapide left for Rome to continue his teaching career in scriptures and Hebrew until writing his scholarly works and his biblical commentaries.[footnoteRef:2] François comments that  Cornelius a Lapide, during his time in Rome, worked prolifically to create scholarly commentaries on the books of the bible. He is known to have published of ‘commentaries on all the books of the Bible (with the exception of the Psalms and the Book of Job)’.[footnoteRef:3] The published Biblical commentaries encapsulated questions on the ‘textual traditions, interpretation history, and the doctrinal content of the Bible’.[footnoteRef:4] Cornelius a Lapide continued to use the ‘Antwerp printers Martinus Nutius and Jacobus Meursius’ to publish his biblical commentaries including the volume in question.[footnoteRef:5] The Commentaria was published in 1625, and given that he only began publishing his works from 1616, the collated volume containing  four commentaries is very likely a first edition in this format. The individual commentaries each have their own title page which suggests that each may have been published earlier as singular commentaries.  [1:  Wim François, ‘Grace, Free Will, and Predestination in the Biblical Commentaries of Cornelius a Lapide’, Annali Di Storia Dell’Esegesi, 34.1 (2017), pp. 175–97 (p. 175),<DOI:10.1163/22141332-00401004>.]  [2:  François, ‘Grace, Free Will, and Predestination in the Biblical Commentaries of Cornelius a Lapide’, pp. 178–79.
Luke Murray, ‘Jesuit Hebrew Studies After Trent: Cornelius a Lapide (1567–1637)’, Journal of Jesuit Studies, 4.1 (2017), pp. 76–97 (p. 78), <Doi:10.1163/22141332-00401004>.]  [3:  François, ‘Grace, Free Will, and Predestination in the Biblical Commentaries of Cornelius a Lapide’, p. 179.]  [4:  François, ‘Grace, Free Will, and Predestination in the Biblical Commentaries of Cornelius a Lapide’, p. 179.]  [5:  François, ‘Grace, Free Will, and Predestination in the Biblical Commentaries of Cornelius a Lapide’, p. 179.] 

Luke Murray describes Cornelius a Lapide as a man who, ‘never doubted the authority of scripture as the word of God, he remained open to integrating the advances of the nascent modern sciences, and perhaps, even, the philosophy of Descartes’. [footnoteRef:6] Cornelius a Lapide was alive during the time of the humanist renaissance where philosophy and study of languages thrived, alongside a time of the Reformation which impacted the structure and scholarship of the Church. Cornelius a Lapide was a professor of scriptures and used both the commentaries of the church and outsider references such as writings by ‘Alfonso Tostado, Martin Luther and Cornelius Jansen “The Elder”’. [footnoteRef:7] When writing and engaging with the biblical commentaries Cornelius a Lapide approached the Bible first and foremost as the word of God and used the guidance of the church doctrines and dogmas when interpreting and commenting on the books contained in the Bible.[footnoteRef:8] Murray argues that A Lapide presents a transition in the discourse of Bible studies because he attempted to combine both medieval and ancient approaches towards the scriptures, incorporating ‘humanistic and historical studies of the early modern period’.[footnoteRef:9]  Cornelius a Lapide firmly believed that God and the Church preserved the scriptures from any error but believed in thoughtful study. Murray describes how Cornelius a Lapide was ‘firmly convinced of the importance of doing a solid historical and philological study of scripture’ to gain a greater understanding of the word of God.[footnoteRef:10] He commented on the importance of ‘Vulgate’ (Latin) as part of an authentic scripture and this is demonstrated in the Commentaria in quatuor Prophetas Maiores.[footnoteRef:11] Murray identifies  Cornelius a Lapide’s approach to writing and engaging with biblical commentaries as one that incorporates the ‘humanistic studies into Catholic biblical studies that was to benefit subsequent scholars’.[footnoteRef:12] Throughout his life he was untouched by controversies of heresy and was never censored within his career.[footnoteRef:13] He died in 1637.[footnoteRef:14] [6:  Murray, ‘Jesuit Hebrew Studies After Trent’, p. 79.]  [7:  Murray, ‘Jesuit Hebrew Studies After Trent’, p. 80.]  [8:  Murray, ‘Jesuit Hebrew Studies After Trent’, p. 97.]  [9:  Murray, ‘Jesuit Hebrew Studies After Trent’, p. 97.]  [10:  Murray, ‘Jesuit Hebrew Studies After Trent’, p. 97.]  [11:  Murray, ‘Jesuit Hebrew Studies After Trent’, p. 97.]  [12:  Murray, ‘Jesuit Hebrew Studies After Trent’, p. 97.]  [13:  Murray, ‘Jesuit Hebrew Studies After Trent’, p. 76.]  [14:  Murray, ‘Jesuit Hebrew Studies After Trent’, p. 78.] 
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