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[bookmark: _Toc515122308]What is evidence-based policing and why is it used? 
Evidence based policing is a method used by law enforcement which creates outcomes, explanations and guidance that are supported by the most reliable factual data and research (Sherman 2024). This ensures that policing strategies, policies and practices are educated and informed (College of Policing 2024). What is evidence considered to be? The definition of evidence can be described as something which provides proof or supports a claim, (Merriam-Webster, 2025) Anything which indicates an idea, can be considered as evidence. Physical evidence such as weapons, blood prints, DNA and more. Moreover, there are several other sources such as CCTV, crime data and crime rates which also provide evidence for policing strategies (Rasmussen University 2025) Why is this important?  According to Blue force Learning (2025), using evidence enables judgements to be made on reliable data rather than intuition and speculation which is a previous method which police relied on. This allows for more logical and successful policing; this is important as allows police to make informed decisions. As a result, evidence-based policing allows for increased public safety, public trust, provides transparency to the public, highlights crime hot spots and promotes crime prevention by recognising crime 1trends. 
[bookmark: _Toc472070375]What is evidence-based policing models? 
When gathering evidence, law enforcement will often use different template models such as SARA, ATAS, POP and more to assist in gathering data. Police utilise these approaches to interpret and resolve crime; This is especially beneficial when emphasising on long-term solutions, instead of the previous short-term fixes and only responding to isolated occurrences. This is due to gaining a deeper comprehension of a problem and discovering its root causes; for instance, the SARA model. The SARA model is a widely employed method for discovering the fundamental causes of a crime, identifying solutions, and evaluating their effectiveness. (South Cambridgeshire District Council, 2025) 
[bookmark: _Toc1436336285]What is the SARA model in evidence-based policing?
The SARA model can be constructed into four sections; Scanning, Analyse, Respond and Assess. The model is a widely utilised and popular framework in problem-oriented police work (Goldstein, 2015, p. 45). According to, Criminal Know How (n.d), law enforcement collaborates with the community to priorities current issues that are occurring, during the scanning phase. By posing concerns such as, the frequency of which the problems occur, officers can then determine several contributing elements to a problem. It also allows law enforcement to determine the extent of the problem, and the repercussions of failing to address it. The SARA model’s analysing phase entails determining and understanding the circumstances and situations which are surrounding the problem; this includes, gathering relevant information and defining the problem’s cause (Center for Problem-Oriented Policing, n.d.). During the next stage, enough information and a high comprehension of the situation should be obtained. The response phase of the SARA model involves creating a strategy to address the problem; It is during this phase that law enforcement will contact multi-agency services to assist in the plan, if necessary. Implementation of a plan is the main criteria of this phase (South Cambridgeshire District Council n.d). The last step is analysis. To determine how well a given response addresses an issue at hand, this step entails analysing and evaluating its effectiveness. It necessitates addressing what aspect of the response caused it to be ineffective; in addition, it requires the plan to be altered and changed if it was unsuccessful (Evidence Based policing 2024),

[bookmark: _Toc1003424144]What makes the SARA model successful? 
[bookmark: _Int_k3X8jlRe]The SARA model’s ability to identity reoccurring issues of the public and police concerns, is one of its major advantages. Prioritising those issues and gathering data to discover its root cause, is also vital. (Center for problem-orientated policing n.d). The reason it is significance being, identifying the cause of a current issue does not guarantee its resolution fully. By discovering the root causes, it prevents the situation from occurring in different forms and various locations. 
The SARA model offers a structure to policing, it allows police to identify and discover solutions in an organised manner. This makes it successful as it allows police to break down a situation and identify its causes. 
 This is important as once the police understand the underlying causes of an issue; it allows them to create strategies which are effective long-term. Meaning that, it allows authorities to tackle the source of the problem and avoid it reoccurring; this will overall reduce crime; using models such as SARA has a significant impact in lowering crime and disturbances (National institute of justice 2009). 

[bookmark: _Toc720285066]What are some limitations of the SARA model? 
While being an extremely successful model, the SARA model also comes with limitations. Considerable time, personnel and a huge array of financial resources are required to execute the SARA model; particularly, when it requires a multi-agency approach and agencies which are provided with more funding than other (College of policing n.d). Many aspects of the SARA model, such as the scanning and analysing stage of the model often requires gathering and assessing substantial quantities of data; doing so, can be expensive. To collect and gather this data, will require specially qualified professionals and specific equipment, which can create a strain on smaller and already underfunded police stations. Meaning, it limits their capacity to fulfil their current duties and commit to new ones as their resources will be widely spread. 
There are some other limitations which can be considered.  For instance, it can be argued that the collective data which police will be reviewing may not always be reliable. One of which would be due to unreported crime cases; this may occur for several reasons, such as, social stigma, lack of police trust and more. Official crime data does not incorporate any unreported crime, meaning that it can give police underestimated crime data. As a result, the public and other authorities may be under the impression that crime is a lot lower than anticipated and can cause police to create false crime reduction solutions. 
Although it is an effective strategy for tackling long-term issues, some may argue that it also comes with a risk of police oversimplifying a complicated issue in many ways which can lead to several issues. As a result, this can create ineffective problem-solving strategies. (Goldstein, 1979). This would be since the method comes with the potential risk of ignoring fundamental causes and misinterprets long term solutions by oversimplifying a problem and focusing only on the current problem, instead of the root cause. 
[bookmark: _Toc502800361]How is this applied in real life?
Numerous police forces employ the SARA model during real word investigations. The Newport Police Department in Virginia is one such instance. During their efforts to stray away from traditional policing methods, they decided to move towards more proactive, problem-solving techniques and use the SARA model as a result. During the scanning phase, they discovered a high rise of anti-social behaviour in certain hot spot area. During the analysis phase, they researched elements which may have contributed to this cause; such as environment, community engagement and more. To resolve this, they created several response strategies which were created to improve public trust and lower anti-social behaviour. They achieved this by implementing targeted patrols and increase o police presence in the community, they modified the overall appearance of the community, and increased engagement within the community. These strategies and use of the SARA model created an overall reduction in crime (National Institute of justice, 2007).
[bookmark: _Toc1559293691]Conclusion
To conclude, the overall effectiveness of the SARA model can be argued to be successful when used in correct circumstances. Negatives such as over-simplifying the use of the model can overlook root causes of a situation. However, the SARA model offers an effective structure to policing and is a substantial improvement from traditional policing which relied on instinct and personal experience. The SARA model offers solutions based on evidence and gathering reliable information which evaluates the cause and solution of a situation. When used correctly, the SARA model offers a huge and structured method of evidence-based policing. 
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