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The three levels
of the curriculum

There are three levels to the curriculum
» The planned curriculum
» The enacted curriculum

» The experienced curriculum

The planned curriculum is about what knowledge
is deemed most worthy.

The ‘enacted curriculum’ is about how the
curriculum should be conducted.

The ‘experienced curriculum’ is defined as what
actually happens in the classroom (Marsh, 2009).




Reggio Emilia vs The Foundation Phase

The Reggio Emilia approach

The approach was developed by Loris Malaguzzi in the town of Reggio Emilia in Italy.
He was influenced by theorists such as Vygotsky, Piaget, Montessori and Froebel.

Children’s learning is promoted through all of their expressive languages. It is based
on a image of a child who has enormous potential and who is the subject of rights
(Kinney and Wharton, 2008).

It is for children aged 0-6 years old.
The Foundation Phase

The Foundation Phase is a statutory curriculum in Wales with set areas of learning.
Each area has their own set of aims and outcomes.

It is for children aged 3-7 years old (Welsh Government, 2015).




Malaguzzi’s ldeas

Key features and factors

The image of the child

Progettazione

The expressive arts

Community and parent school relationships

The Environment

And, teachers as learners (Learning and Teaching Scotland, 2006).
The image of the child

The image of the child is a child subject of rights. Educators view children as individuals who have
unlimited potential and that are eager to interact and contribute to the world.

Children have the right to ‘realise and expand’ their potential and are driven by curiosity and
imagination.

They view children as being delighted in being resFonsibIe for their own learning and need to be
listened to and loved (Learning and Teaching Scotland, 2006).




The Progettazione/Curriculum

Reqgio Emilia

The approach is more of a self-guided curriculum based on projects that the children are interested
in. Teachers observe children closely in order to understand what interests children the most and
build open the children’s interests. Topics of study can come from the children’s ideas, topics that
the teacher know the children will be interested in, from families and from the community (Teaching
and Learning Scotland, 2006).

Foundation Phase

Wales do have a specific curriculum to follow with statutory areas of learning that include objectives
and aims for learners. Children’s views are taken into consideration more within the ‘experienced
curriculum’ and school culture. Whilst they cannot choose what they learn, Foundation Phase
classrooms try to create learning activities that will interest the children and different ‘learning areas
which the children often get a choice with what area they would like to go to (Welsh Government,
2015). Children’s rights are highly emphasised in Wales, it was the first country to make the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child part of its domestic law in 2011. (Children’s
Commissioner for Wales, date unknown).




The teacher’s role

Reqgio Emilia

Teachers are co-learners and partners in the learning process. The role of the teacher is to
encourage and discover, not control or lead. In order for this process to be effective, teachers need
to be attuned to the child’s thoughts in order to ask effective open-questions and offer assistance

rather than take over or instruct. This is an example of VVygotsky’s zone of proximal development
(ZPD) (Pound, 2006). Teachers are

» To Support and encourage children to reflect and question
» Viewed as a tool in the learning process.

» And, observe at times or ask children open-ended questions as co-learners (Teaching and
Learning Scotland, 2006).

Foundation Phase

In a Welsh classroom, teachers are often viewed as more of a person who imparts knowledge
rather than a co-learner. However, they do encourage children to be active learners (Welsh
Government, 2015). A method use by many schools is the traffic light system.




Expressive arts over literacy and
numeracy?

Reggio Emilia

»  The arts are used an a vehicle for learning, where are the Foundation Phase
quotes using ‘play as a vehicle for learning’ (Welsh Government, 2015).

»  Children are encounter express themselves through a variety of different ways
such as drawing, dance, puppetry, music and sculpture (Teaching and
Learning, 2006). It is believed that the arts play a key role

»  They acknowledge that imagination is a factor in widening a child’s knowledge
and understanding of the world

»  The Iearninﬁ (process is more important than the final product and therefore the
arts allow children to revisit subjects through different ways to gain different
perspectives (Teaching and Learning Scotland, 2006).

The Foundation Phase

> In 2008, the Welsh Government released a Literacy and Numeracy framework.
The Welsh Government have that these skills need to be embedded in the
curriculum in a more meaningful wazy in context with their age and stage of
development (Welsh Government, 2017). In contrast, Reggio Schools do treat
children as individuals and not what is typical of their age.

The Hundred is there.
The Child
Is made of one hundred.
The child has
A hundred languages
A hundred hands
A hundred thoughts
A hundred ways of thinking
Of playing, of speaking.
A hundred always a hundred
Ways of listening
Of marveling, of loving
A hundred joys
For singing and understanding
A hundred worlds
To discover
A hundred worlds
To invent
A hundred worlds
To dream.
The child has
A hundred languages
(and a hundred hundred
hundred more)
But they steal ninety-nine.
The school and the culture
Separate the head from the

body.
They tell the child:
To think without hands

To listen and not to speak
To understand without joy
To love and to marvel.
They tell the child:
To discover the world already
there
And of the hundred
They steal ninety-nine.
They tell the child:
That work and play
Reality and fantasy
Science and imagination
Sky and earth
Reason and dream
Are things
That do not belong together.
And thus they tell the child
That the hundred is not there.
The child says:

No way. The hundred is there.

Loris Malaguzzi, Founder
of the Reggio Emilia
Approach
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Whilst children have a lot of opinion
in child-planning and participation,
they need to be aware that
communities have structures.
Critics say that should children
should not be led to believe that
everything can be negotiated and
that rules are an important part of
structure in society. In agreement
with this, another criticism is that it
doesn’t teach children foundational

rules for when they attend their next
school (Chertoff, 2013).




Conclusion

There are now many attempts to recreate the
approach in countries all over the world such
as New Zealand, America, Britain and
Sweden.

The town in Italy where they first started the
approach now have more than 78 centres.

In comparison

Whilst there are vast differences in approach
in comparison to the Foundation Phase, there
are similar elements but they are implemented
in different ways. The main differences are
their views on what is most important and their
teaching deliverance.
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