





Task 1 – Preparing for Higher Education


	  Preparing for higher education is a crucial step in the academic journey of students, as it sets the foundation for future success. This summary explores key aspects of preparing for higher education, including academic readiness, selecting the right institution, financial planning, and building a well-rounded profile.
 	 To ensure a smooth transition to higher education, students must develop essential skills. According to Smith (2020), a textbook on college readiness, students should focus on improving their critical thinking, time management, and study skills. These abilities will empower them to handle the rigorous demands of college-level coursework effectively.
Essential digital skills are the skills needed to use technology for work, learning and daily life. According to the UK government’s Essential Digital Skills Framework, there are five categories of essential digital skills for life and work:

· Communicating
· Handling information and content
· Transacting
· Problem solving
· Being safe and legal online

Some examples of essential digital skills include being able to use devices like a computer, tablet or mobile phone for simple, personal and work tasks; finding and using information on the internet; understanding how to be safe and responsible online; and communicating socially and professionally using email, messaging and social media¹.
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 Selecting the right institution plays a pivotal role in shaping a student's higher education experience. An article by Johnson (2022) in The Chronicle of Higher Education emphasizes the significance of considering factors such as academic programs, campus culture, location, and extracurricular opportunities when making this decision. Prospective students should research institutions thoroughly and visit campuses to gain first-hand insights.
Higher education often comes with significant costs, making financial planning essential. Williams (2021), in a journal article titled "Navigating the Costs of Higher Education," highlights the importance of exploring financial aid options, scholarships, and grants. Additionally, students should create a budget, consider part-time employment, and explore student loan options cautiously to manage their financial obligations effectively.
 Apart from academic achievements, higher education institutions often seek students with diverse interests and experiences. A newspaper article by Thompson (2023) in The New York Times suggests that students should engage in extracurricular activities, volunteer work, and internships to develop their skills and demonstrate a commitment to personal growth. These experiences help students stand out during the application process.
Preparing for higher education involves several essential steps that contribute to a successful transition. By focusing on academic readiness, selecting the right institution, financial planning, and building a well-rounded profile, students can maximize their potential for a fulfilling higher education experience. Proactive research, planning, and self-reflection will enable students to make informed decisions and embark on their higher education journey confidently.
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Task 3- Presentation Link (please email the link to your tutor also)

https://youtube.com/watch?v=OCfV5BHjVSE&feature=share


Task 4- Reflection

1. Description – I started university and had to get used to online learning and resources. I found it difficult to navigate the online platform and find the resources I needed. I also struggled with writing my first assignments.
2. Feelings – I felt overwhelmed and frustrated. I was worried that I wouldn’t be able to keep up with the work and that I wasn’t cut out for university.
3. Evaluation – The experience was both good and bad. It was good because it challenged me and helped me develop new skills. However, it was also bad because it was stressful and made me doubt myself.
4. Analysis – Looking back on the experience, I can see that I was struggling because I didn’t have enough support or guidance. I also didn’t have a clear understanding of what was expected of me.
5. Conclusion – If I could do it again, I would seek out more support and guidance from my professors and peers. I would also make sure that I had a clear understanding of what was expected of me before starting my assignments.
6. Action Plan – If I find myself in a similar situation in the future, I will make sure to seek out support and guidance early on. I will also make sure that I have a clear understanding of what is expected of me before starting any assignments.








Task 5- Personal Development Plan

	Student Name
	Student Number
	Module
	Code

	ILIES CORNELIU LAUREAN
	2238974
	Learning in the Digital Era
	BMPL4007
BMPS4009

	What goals do I want to achieve?

	How will I measure my progress?


	What resources or support will I need?

	How is the objective relevant to my personal aspirations?

	What is the timeframe for the achievement of my goals?


	Specific
	Measurable
	Achievable
	Relevant
	Timebound

	
Acquiring discipline-specific knowledge and research skills, developing communication, creative thinking, and problem-solving skills, planning your expenditure and managing my time effectively, prioritizing my mental well-being and surrounding myself with positive people, joining a sports team, volunteer project, or student organization, finding an internship in my desired industry and building a strong professional network, gaining additional certifications or educational credentials, striving to achieve the salary you want and work for a specific company or organization¹.
	
To measure progress include tracking my grades and academic performance, setting specific goals and objectives for each semester or academic year, monitoring my personal growth and development, and seeking feedback from professors and peers.
	
Academic advising, tutoring services, career services, mental health counselling, financial aid and scholarships, student organizations and clubs, and library resources.
	
More positive, confident, productive.
Improving personal skills in society and professionaly.
Building a better character for upgrading personal knowledge and be reliable.
	
Weekly work and study for the assignment making sure to upload it before the deadline.
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(1) 10 Smart Goals for University Students - Best Assignment Writer. https://bestassignmentwriter.co.uk/blog/10-smart-goals-for-university-students/.
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Stick to reputable websites,
academic journals, books, and
trusted experts in the field.
Evaluate the credibility, authority,
and relevance of the sources
before using them.

Use reliable sources —O—

Start by identifying what you want
t0 leam or achieve. Clearly

Define your leaming goals —QO— defining your goals will help you
stay focused and find relevant
information.

Finding and using information
= Many universities and organizations
provide access to digital libraries
Explore online libraries and and databases. These resources
databases 0= ffer a wide range of academic
papers, articles, books, and

research materials.

With the anundance of information
available online, it's essential to
Develop information evaluation critically evaluate the content you
skills O come across. Consider the author’s
expertise, potential biases, and the
currency of the information.

Before diving into critical thinking
and writing, make sure you have
solid understanding of the topic at
hand. Research and gather

Understand the topic =)= information from reliable sources to
gain a comprehensive
understanding of different
perspectives and arguments
related to the subject.

Challenge assumptions and ask
probing questions to uncover
deeper insights. By questioning
and seeking answers, you can
develop a more nuanced
understending of the topic.

Becoming a digital Ask questions ==

learner (1)

Examine the information you have
gathered and critically evaluate its
credibility, relevance, and reliability.
Consider the source, the author’s
credentials, potential biases, and
quality of evidence provided.

Analyze and evaluate information —O—

Thinking and Writing critically

Use logical reasoning to analyze
and connect ideas.This process will
Develop logical reasoning —O— enable you to construct well-reasoned
and coherent arguments
in your writing.

Whenever you make a claim or
present an argument, back it up
with relevant evidence. Use facts,
statistics, research findings, expert
opinions, to strengthhen your
arguments and make them more
persuasive.

Support your arguments with o
evidence

Practice effective writing
techniques, such as clear and
concise expression,proper
grammar and punctuation, and
coherent paragraph and sentence
structure.

Develop your witing skills —O—

Microsoft Word , Microsoft
PowerPoint , Microsoft Stream

Microsoft tools —O—

Online Assessments tools

Technology for asse:

Online portofolios

Video Assessment tools
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