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In changes announced August 19, 2009, the eBay Partner Network moved to a system it called
Quality Click Pricing (QCP). Under QCP, eBay paid affiliates for each click sent to an eBay site.
Rather than a simple revenue share or payment per ACRU, eBay’s QCP payment depended on the
short-term and long-term revenue of the traffic that the publisher sent to eBay.

In an FAQ to affiliates, eBay explained its approach to setting QCP payment rates:

When we assess traffic quality, we look at both the short-term and long-term incremental
value that the traffic brings to eBay. This includes elements like bidding and buying activity
and long-term value of new users, but also includes other sources of value to eBay like PayPal
and advertising revenue.

Short-term value is evaluated bylooking at the amount of incremental revenue generated
by purchases, PayPal and advertising, as well as the engagement of those users on eBay (for
example, the amount of time they spend on the eBay site). In particular, we look for purchases
that happen as a direct<result of the publisher’s marketing efforts, which is most often
indicated by sales that/happen closer to the click. We do evaluate auctions and buy-it-now
purchases differently as there are different behaviors that are typically observed for auctions.

Long-term incremental value is driven by new users who return to buy on eBay time after
time. The more your new users return to eBay to buy, the more incremental value they drive
for eBay, and the more you get rewarded.

eBay adjusted each affiliate’s QCP payment daily for the previous day’s traffic, analyzing both the
previous day’s traffic as well as the affiliate’s historical traffic. After a QCP payment rate was set, it
was notchanged.

If an affiliate sent very little traffic to eBay, eBay pooled the affiliate’s traffic with other small
publishers.and paid a default QCP amount.

Existing affiliates were transitioned to QCP payments effective October 1, 2009. Starting in late
August 2009, a “QCP Preview” screen let affiliates see the QCP earnings they would have received
had QCP payments already been in effect.
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