My SCRIPT
Good afternoon, I am Maria Davies and my student number is 1808366. This poster will be explaining the new Act 2018 that is coming into place in 2021, also the implications it has for the early years practitioners. The Additional Learning Needs and Educational Tribunal Act was created and passed in 2018. The new act has made changes to replace Special Education Needs with Additional Learning Needs, even though the name of the act has changed the definition remains the same. 
Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal Act 2018 states that a child with Additional Learning Needs regardless of how severe their learning needs or disabilities are, they are entitled to additional learning provisions in order to access education like any other children. 
The name of the act has changed from Special Education Needs (SEN) to Additional Learning Needs (ALN) this act was created and passed in 2018. It should have been introduced in schools by 2020 but is extending the time to 2021 due to the changes of the Curriculum (Curriculum for Wales, 2018). However the delay is going to have an effect on the children from having their statements and support that they are entitled to as families have stated they have received letters from the local authorities saying that they are no longer writing statements as this process has been put on hold until 2021 (SNAP Cymru 2020). According to Dauncey (2016) the current act is out-dated, it was created 30 years ago and the current needs of ALN pupils and education settings have changed, the law needed to keep up with the modern changes of life. According to Special Needs Jungle (2018) the current act had issues in that the local authority were able to refuse your child a statement, refuse to assess your child’s needs or even amend their statement, despite this with the new act parents/families can challenge the authorities on their decision. The Government’s aim is to make sure that all learning from 0-25 will be encouraged and supported to overcome barriers to learning and to be able to achieve their full potential. ALN is when a child or young person is identified to have significant difficulties in learning, more than others the same age Gov. Wales (2020). 
[bookmark: _Hlk39649169][bookmark: _Hlk39649227][bookmark: _Hlk39649389][bookmark: _Hlk39649439]The Government (2018) have also changed the system of the Individual Education Plan (IEP) they will, from 2021 be called Individual Development Plan (IDP), which are similar except they will hold a lot more information, instead of just the child’s education needs. Also Special Education Needs Coordinator (SENCo) will soon become (ALNCo) , (SNAP Cymru, nd) state that the whole child and their families will now be more involved than before because (Curriculum for Wales, 2018) it is important that the child be included to voice their wishes, and wants and their families are included, for them to be informed of any changes, get the advice they need, also it is a time for seeing their child’s progression and next steps. According to Article 13 on the Rights of the Child they state that every child has a right to voice their opinions and to be heard and express their thoughts (UNICEF 2019).
The Welsh Government recognised that a more modern approach to support the system was needed as the current system was out-dated by 30 years, this draws upon why the Additional Learning Needs Education have changed to support the children through education and their life choices which is a good reason to extend the age from 0-25, as the older children will be able to have the support they need to move forward into further education.
AGE
[bookmark: _Hlk40042759]The new statutory framework which is coming into force in September 2021 will be supporting children and young people with additional learning needs from birth through to 25 whilst they are in school and move on to further education, unlike the current Special Education Needs provision which only supports children from school age (usually 3) up to the age of 16.
[bookmark: _Hlk40042890][bookmark: _Hlk40042929]The Welsh Government propose that the new framework will help children and young people transition into schools and colleges easier as they will still get the same support they need and have had throughout their previous school years, this will make it easier for staff  to continue supporting with interventions and approaches that have been working well for the child to reach their goals (Department of Education, no date). 
The Welsh Government (2020) aim to make sure that all Children and young people with an Additional Learning Need will be supported to overcome any barriers of learning, and to be able to achieve their full potential by offering a collaborated process of assessments, planning and monitoring to provide the essential support that is necessary for them to achieve their outcomes. Multi agency collaboration offers an honest and clear system in providing information, therefore they provide children, and their families the guidance and support that they need to help them achieve positive outcomes SNAP Cymru, (2017) emphasise that there is not enough collaboration within professionals SCIE, (2017) state that by professionals not collaborating together it means that some children may slip through the net and not get the support and help that is available for them.

IDP 

[bookmark: _Hlk39488393]The Individual Development Plan is an entitlement to all children and young people who have an additional learning difficulty/disability, regardless of the severity. It will provide details of the child’s difficulties, the targets that are put in place, what is important to them, their likes, dislikes, how can we support, what is working, what is not working for them to achieve their goals (SNAP Cymru, n d). The emphasis of an Individual Development Plan will be on making provision’s that deliver tangible outcomes that can contribute in a meaningful way to the child or young person’s achievement of their full potential (Dauncey 2016). The difference between the plans are that the Individual Development Plan can replace or integrate other plans, for example, Individual behaviour plan, Personal Education Plan, Individual Education Plan, Health Care Plan and so on (SNAP Cymru, n d), however the Individual Education Plan was solely for supporting the children’s education (Autistic society, n d ),  Dauncey (2016) Emphasise that by introducing the IDP, it will be more compliant and responsive than the IEP, as it will be more flexible over time to take into account of any changes in the child’s needs and circumstances and also they only have to be updated once a year, whereas the IEP has to draw up another plan every time the child moves from Action to Action Plus or onto a statement. 
However even though the IDP only has a review once a year to assess if the child is making progress within their given targets, any queries or worries that come to light in the mean-time will also be assessed and added to the IDP, also the targets within the IEP are quite short, the target might only include, forming letters, playing in a group etcetera, with an IDP the targets will not only be about their education but will also be about their needs as a whole child (SNAP Cymru, 2017).
SNAP Cymru (2017) also state that whereas an IEP will be reviewed twice a year or termly and also they can be reviewed at parents evenings given more allocated time, to make it easier for the parents, furthermore when their IEP is being reviewed, the targets if achieved can change onto the next target sooner. Welsh Government (2020) state that although the IDP will take longer to process because it covers not only targets of their education but also on the child’s needs, provisions, details of curriculum exemptions and more, it is till a quicker process than the current SEN system, with this system the process can take up to 26 weeks, however the time scale for an IDP should be processed within 35 school days. However the Independent (2020) emphasise that parents state that long delays in getting the support for their children has meant that some parents have had to give up their jobs to fight the system for support. 
[bookmark: _Hlk39489618]Unlike statements, that stop when the child leaves school, an Individual Development Plan will continue up to 25 years of age if the young person goes onto further education (SNAP Cymru 2020), this means that with the new act they aim to meet a smooth transition with their IDP, when he/she leaves school to move onto further education they have the correct support that they have already been receiving (Estyn 2018). Furthermore, goals should be modified to each individual Child’s needs and abilities as the new curriculum states that education will be designed to the individual child’s ability which will work alongside the new Additional Learning Needs (Curriculum for Wales, 2018).


SENCO
Special Education Needs Coordinator will be changing to Additional Learning Needs Coordinator’s under the new act. If an individual is already acting as a Special Education Needs Coordinator’s they can undertake the role of an Additional Learning Needs Coordinator, however, prior to the act if there is a new starter coming into the role then they will have to meet the requirements prescribed by law. The key responsibilities for the Additional Learning Needs Coordinator, are to make sure the children with Additional Learning Needs are met within the education system. They help to identify the needs through producing an Individual Development Plan, ensuring that they are produced to the child’s unique ability and are appropriately reviewed throughout the year. 
With the current system being SENCo (SNAP Cymru nd ) stated that the system did not collaborate with the parents on the process of the procedure, however, they state that with the new system the role of the ALNCO include the child and their families on a regular basis to go over any concerns or worries to the IDP, this draws upon the importance of inclusion which is important to the child in regarding their views, wishes and feelings and also including with families in giving them advice, information and allowing them to engage in making informed choices, I know in my setting that when the child is having a review on his or her IDP that the child and the parents attend the meetings with other agencies, the child has a voice of opinion as long as they are within age and ability to do so. 



