A BRIEF SURVEY OF THE SHORT STORY
Chris Power looks at masters of the short story through the ages (from The Guardian)
 

'Enough heroin to kill the whole street': does Anna Kavan's life overshadow her fiction?
The details of Anna Kavan’s life loom large over her work, says Chris Power, but the brilliant light of her short fiction illuminates psychological trauma and mortality
31 July 2019

Rebel, radical, relic? Nadine Gordimer is out of fashion – we must keep reading her
Returning to his survey of the best short story writers of all time, Chris Power looks at Gordimer’s long career documenting South African apartheid
14 April 2017

James Salter's unreliable genius
Some of his short stories have conspicuous faults – not least in their portrayal of women – but the best show a unique, sad beauty
13 October 2016

George Saunders's funny, sad stories from a divided nation
With a surrealism that owes a lot to the real world of ordinary Americans, his stories offer sharp, moral parables of contemporary life in the US
7 July 2016

Samuel Beckett, the maestro of failure
Better known for his plays, Beckett felt his prose fiction was his central work, and his fearlessly bleak short stories are among the 20th century’s greatest
18 May 2016

A brief survey of the short story: Lucia Berlin
Sketching lives very similar to her own, Berlin’s stories of hardscrabble lives resemble Raymond Carver’s – while also invoking some of Proust’s spirit
24 February 2016

A brief survey of the short story: Elizabeth Taylor
Her work may be set in a world of dated manners, but its hard insights into social vanity and anxiety speak all too clearly to our own
2 November 2015

A brief survey of the short story: Silvina Ocampo
While her collaborator and fellow Argentinian Jorge Luis Borges created fantastical worlds, Ocampo infected the recognisable with strangeness and cruelty
25 May 2015

A brief survey of the short story: David Foster Wallace
For all its elaborate formal tricks, Wallace’s work is marked by a deep desire for authentic connection, to his subjects and to his readers
19 March 2015

A brief survey of the short story: Varlam Shalamov
Shalamov’s great work on the Soviet gulag, Kolyma Tales, acquires philosophical dimensions when seen as an epic cycle
19 February 2015

Books blog A brief survey of the short story: John Updike
The longevity and prodigal output of this ‘conspicuously autobiographical writer’ give his complete works the shape of an entire life
12 January 2015

A brief survey of the short story: Robert Aickman
Written with real psychological depth, these enigmatic tales rise far beyond straightforward ghost stories, writes Chris Power
5 December 2014

Books blog A brief survey of the short story: Nikolai Leskov
Chris Power:  Perennially falling into and out of fashion, he is a stunningly versatile writer and a very un-Russian Russian great
30 September 2014

A brief survey of the short story: Barry Hannah
Chris Power:  A writer who captured the violence, bigotry and wild humour of the American deep south in line after unpredictable line
13 August 2014

A brief survey of the short story: Italo Calvino
Chris Power:  A writer of dizzying ambition and variety, each of his stories is a fresh adventure into the possibilities of fiction
24 June 2014

A brief survey of the short story: John McGahern
Chris Power:  Returning over and over again to the same territory, these bleak but beautiful stories build into a complete fictional world
20 May 2014

A brief survey of the short story: Isak Dinesen
A Dane who wrote almost exclusively in English, Isak Dinesen used lurid subjects, including incest, murder and witchcraft, to explore philosophy, morality and questions of identity, writes Chris Power
14 April 2014

A brief survey of the short story: Jean Rhys
Filled with doomed women in loveless relationships, Jean Rhys's prose would be very hard to read if it weren't so extraordinary, writes Chris Power
5 March 2014

A brief survey of the short story, part 56: Clarice Lispector
This darkly addictive Brazilian writer is more concerned with perceptions of objects than conventional plot structures, writes Chris Power
4 February 2014

A brief survey of the short story, part 55: Edgar Allan Poe
Chris Power:  He's no prose stylist, but the psychological territory mapped by his tales set a fictional compass still in wide use
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A brief survey of the short story, part 54: Dambudzo Marechera
Chris Power:  A writer who considered fiction a 'form of combat', his work is complex, challenging – and uniquely potent
27 November 2013

A brief survey of the short story part 53: Katherine Anne Porter
Chris Power:  Full of both concrete and hallucinatory detail, Porter's slender output includes some of the very best American stories
27 August 2013

A brief survey of the short story part 52: Juan Rulfo
Chris Power:  Rulfo is one of the greatest Latin American writers. His spare, startling short fiction, set in tumultous post-revolutionary Mexico, possesses an elemental, universal quality
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24 July 2013

A brief survey of the short story part 51: Sherwood Anderson
In his story cycle Winesburg, Ohio, midwest maestro Sherwood Anderson lavishes love on a collection of grotesques whose lives have been distorted by an inability to communicate
21 June 2013

A brief survey of the short story part 50: Ivan Turgenev
Chris Power:  Turgenev's work is imbued with sorrow but pulses with life, and bears powerful testimony to the fleeting beauty of existence
24 May 2013

A brief survey of the short story part 49: Guy de Maupassant
Chris Power:  His prolific output of sensational stories for the popular press should not obscure the incomparable art of his best work
22 March 2013

A brief survey of the short story part 48: Angela Carter
Chris Power:  By harnessing the peculiar power of fairytales, Carter invested her stories with a vibrant emotional and intellectual energy
1 March 2013

A brief survey of the short story part 47: Machado de Assis
Chris Power:  Still neglected by English readers, the Brazilian writer is one of the very greatest of the early modern era
24 January 2013

A brief survey of the short story part 46: Roberto Bolaño
Invested with a rare belief in literature's importance, his enigmatic stories encompass deep feeling and extreme violence
16 November 2012

A brief survey of the short story part 45: John Cheever
As National Short Story week draws to a close, Chris Power considers a master of the form who brings something shadowy and troubled – not to mention enchanted – to his depictions of suburban New York
23 October 2012

A brief survey of the short story part 44: Frank O'Connor
The way he captured 'the tone of a man's voice, speaking' combines storytelling tradition with Chekhovian objectivity
6 September 2012

A brief survey of the short story part 43: Flannery O'Connor
O'Connor brings an enigmatic intensity to her gothic vision of the American South
2 August 2012

A brief survey of the short story part 42: Danilo Kiš
Chris Power:  Muddling the real and the fictional, the power of Kiš's stories lie in their ability to capture truth by doctoring history
21 June 2012

A brief survey of the short story part 41: Rudyard Kipling
Chris Power:  George Orwell thought he was 'morally insensitive and aesthetically disgusting', but Kipling's stories are both original and exciting
11 May 2012

A brief survey of the short story part 40: JD Salinger
Chris Power:  Salinger's style evolved over the years before his self-imposed silence, but his stories share an 'uncanny, hypnotic readability'
20 March 2012

A brief survey of the short story part 39: William Trevor
Chris Power:  Trevor's greatest skill is seamless characterisation: words that appear authorial are actually those of his protagonists
10 February 2012

A brief survey of the short story part 38: Isaac Babel
Somehow both flamboyant and spare, these stories hum with a sense of the new
11 November 2011

A brief survey of the short story part 37: Alice Munro
Chris Power:  The easy, conversational flow of her stories conceals an almost Proustian complexity of construction
7 October 2011

A brief survey of the short story part 36: Denis Johnson
These potent tales are as tightly-controlled as their addled characters are chaotic
25 August 2011

A brief survey of the short story part 35: Tadeusz Borowski
Chris Power:  In Borowski's stories atrocity is piled upon atrocity, but it has been argued that the close identification of character with creator was a deliberate moral decision

A brief survey of the short story part 34: Ernest Hemingway
Chris Power:  Stripping down fiction to austere minimalism, these are some of the most influential stories ever written
13 April 2011

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 33: Deborah Eisenberg
Chris Power:  Intellectual and moral seriousness blends with great wit in the stories of Deborah Eisenberg, as well as a gift for metaphor
9 March 2011

A brief survey of the short story part 32: James Joyce
With just one collection of stories, Joyce left his mark on almost every short story writer who followed him
9 February 2011

A brief survey of the short story part 31: Boccaccio
Chris Power:  The 100 stories of his Decameron, moving through a wild array of moods and subjects, were a watershed in European literature and continue to inspire nearly seven centuries on
3 December 2010

A brief survey of the short story part 30: Bruno Schulz
Chris Power:  A writer who redraws the boundaries between fact and imagination, Schulz is a master of what he called 'the mythicisation of reality'
20 October 2010

A brief survey of the short story part 29: Eudora Welty
Her reputation as a regionalist tends to obscure the rich sophistication of the work
25 August 2010

A brief survey of the short story part 28: Vladimir Nabokov
There's no doubting that he's a master writer – but not of short stories
22 July 2010

A brief survey of the short story part 27: Jorge Luis Borges
Chris Power:  With a quiet style and exuberant use of references, Borges scrutinised reality in short yet labyrinthine works
10 June 2010

A brief survey of the short story part 26: JG Ballard
Ballard's eerie detachment, expressed via the manic repetition of a select few motifs, makes him more relevant now than ever
16 March 2010

A brief survey of the short story part 25: Leo Tolstoy
Chris Power:  The best of Tolstoy's short fiction confronts the reality of death better than any other writer
11 February 2010

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 24: Lydia Davis
Chris Power:  Eschewing literary convention, Davis's stories blur diary, report and prose, with passion for language and cool wit as constants
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A brief survey of the short story part 24: Lydia Davis
29 December 2009

Books blog 2009 was the year of the short story
Alice Munro won the Man Booker International, Raymond Carver's widow published a revised edition of What We Talk About When We Talk About Love, and fine collections appeared from old hands and debutantes. This year proved that reports of the short story's death have been greatly exaggerated
3 December 2009

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 23: JF Powers
Chris Power:  Powers's depictions of frustrated priests have a subtle humanity that the most secular reader can appreciate
20 October 2009

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 22: Julio Cortázar
Chris Power:  Cortázar's vividly experimental, uncanny tales are among the best work of 'el boom' in Latin American writing
14 September 2009

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 21: Saki
The icy comedy of HH Munro's stories has kept their power to shock nicely preserved
19 August 2009

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 20: Nikolai Gogol
Chris Power:  One of the most profound, and influential, writers Russia has ever produced, he is also probably the funniest
15 July 2009

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 19: Ray Bradbury
Chris Power:  A prodigiously inventive writer, the sprawling breadth of his output is a true marvel
11 June 2009

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 18: Stefan Zweig
Chris Power:  For Stefan Zweig, the first and second world wars destroyed an entire way of life, one kept alive in his subtle, striking, page-turning stories
7 May 2009

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 17: Jane Bowles
Chris Power:  They are hardly known, but her acutely sensitive stories deserve to sit next to Mansfield, Rhys and Woolf
1 April 2009

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 16: Donald Barthelme
Chris Power:  Too often dismissed a tricksy postmodernist, his stories pair their formal games with a powerful engagement with real life and an unforgettable wit

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 15: F Scott Fitzgerald
Chris Power:  He himself belittled them, and critics have followed suit, but these stories have a rare poise and beauty
4 February 2009

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 14: MR James
Originating as tales to be read by candlelight to fellow dons, the stories of MR James remain subtle, scholarly and scary
6 January 2009

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 13: Franz Kafka
Kafka's 'obscure lucidity' ensures that his stories remain fertile however many times you read them
28 August 2008

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 12: Heinrich von Kleist
He committed suicide at 34, but Heinrich von Kleist was no nihilist. His work, though, is riven with flickering hope and mountainous sorrow
5 August 2008

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 11: Katherine Mansfield
Although some of her work is stunningly bad, the best of it ranks alongside the greats
18 April 2008

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 10: Grace Paley
The late Grace Paley's multi-layered evocations of New York seethe with the beautiful, twisting complexities of that never-sleeping city
22 February 2008

Books blog A brief survey of the short story: VS Pritchett
The prolific VS Pritchett captured the extraordinary strangeness ordinary life - but who remembers him today?
11 February 2008

Books blog A brief survey of the short story part 8: Robert Walser
A tortured life provided the material for a very bleak, sometimes very funny master of the form
29 January 2008

Books blog A brief survey of the short story: part seven
Etgar Keret's startlingly unorthodox - and very brief - fictions are some of the best in Israeli literature
6 December 2007

Books blog A brief survey of the short story: part six
Best known as one of Fitzrovia's most memorable drinkers, Julian Maclaren-Ross wrote brilliant stories between his binges
3 December 2007

Books blog A brief survey of the short story: part five
With or without minimalist editing, the humanity of Raymond Carver's storytelling puts him in the same league as Chekhov
22 November 2007

Books blog A brief survey of the short story: part four
Using limpid prose to blend traditional and modernist storytelling, Ryunosuke Akutagawa is an under-acknowledged master
16 November 2007

Books blog A brief survey of the short story: part three
Mavis Gallant's immaculately plotless tales are much loved by other writers. We readers shouldn't let them hog her
7 November 2007

Books blog A brief survey of the short story: part two
HP Lovecraft was a master of fantastic horror tales, but the hate which drove his work was all too real.
A brief survey of the short story: part two
30 October 2007

Books blog A brief survey of the short story: part one
Anton Chekhov's subtle portrayals of complex, morally ambiguous characters set an example writers are following to this day.
25 September 2007
