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This scrapbook will
demonstrate how theoretical
approaches to learning
underpin classroom practice.
It will focus on the work of
various theorists and how
their theories have influenced
classrooms to date.
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- ," - Cognitive Constructivism Theory

.4 e The Cognitive Constructivism Theory of learning and
- teaching is based on Piaget’s beliefs that humans cannot be
r-: given information that they immediately understand and use

e Instead, human beings must build their own knowledge and
t meaning through experiences.(Cognitive Constructivist
Theories)

e The definition of cognitive is the mental faculty of knowing,
which includes perceiving, recognizing, conceiving, judging,
reasoning, and imagining.(Dictionary.com)
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- Schema

+ Assimilation

+ Accomodation
* Equilibration

process.

+ Learning is an active
rather than passive

- Learning should be
whole, authentic and
"real" to be effective.
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Equilibration

New Situation

Disequilibrium
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Knowledgeable
Other (MKQ)

The Zone of
Proximal
Development
(ZPD)

Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD)

“..what we call the Zone of Proximal
Development...is a distance between
the actual developmental level
determined by individual problem
solving and the level of development
as determined through problem
solving under guidance or in
collaboration with more capable
peers” (gotsky 1978, .56).
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Vgotsiy, L1578, Mnd nsadety: The Development of Higher Mental Processes, Cambiiige, MA, Karvard Urivesity Press.

Beyond reach Vgosky

at present

Vygotsky

+ Social constructivism
o Learning occurs by
participating in groups
« Zone of Proximal development
o Solving problems with help
o Scaffolding
Guided Exploration/ Discovery

Piaget & Vygotsky

« Interested in
development of the
individual

+ Children play an
active role in their
discovery of new
understanding/
schema

+ Children are active
in their learning

+ Exploration /

Discovery

Psychological constructivism
o Learning is individual
+ Universal stages
+ Construction of logic and
univerisal knowledge comes
from self’
+ Independent Exploration/
discovery

Within the ZPD are those skills or tasks too
difficult for a child to master on his or her own;
but that can be done with guidance and

encouragement from a knowledgeable person

Classreom
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! WHAT IS BEHAVIORISM?

" This theory implies that the learner
responds to environmental stimuli
without his/her mental state being a
factor in the learner’s behavior
Individuals learn to behave through

A conditioning -
Two types of conditioning
! -Operant
-Classical
s s
[ Positive rewards = Positive behaviours
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- ,J : The 3 Major Types of Behavioral Learning The Skl nner BOX
3 Skinner’s operant conditioning chamber (AKA Skinner box)
. L o . . was designed to teach rats how to push a lever. This
a Classical Conditioning Operant Conditioning Observational Learning behavior is not natural to rats, so operant conditioning
— I with positive and negative reinforcement were performed
LRl in order to teach the behavior
1 >~ ! . “ Positive reinforcement:
u ° ‘ A rat was rewarded with food
ol " 4 e when he pressed the lever.
e r “Negative reinforcement:
. ® i A rat was able to turn off electric
S ] shocks produced by the floor by
’ pressing the lever.
A neutral stimulus A response is increased Learning occurs through
is ussocnuted with or decreased due to observation and
a natural response reinforcement or punishment imitation of others
- = » R
e . 3
’ ( “A person who has been punished is not \+ ‘lq
Skinners theory of behavioural learning implies thatif |~ . thereby smplz)/ Iessr:nclllned tﬁ behave m_; b,
children experience positive reinforcement for learning | : b glvenr:/vay, a:f est, he learns how to avol .
& - i
and behaviour they are more likely to rein act that = B:;'S rr.ment. " _ " hat h »
behaviour than carry out a behaviour that would have ucation is what survives w erj’w at has —
been learned has been forgotten r—

negatlve consequences. j

In education today there is always a debate as to whether teachers practice behaviourism or
constructivism when applying teaching methods. Constructivism is presently considered the more
i popularin “education policies, education models and education practices, focus is on
constructivism” (Brown,2006 p109)

BF, Skinner.




