The importance of supporting children and families with additional complex needs
This briefing paper provides practitioners and key workers with appropriate information with can be used as a guidance when working with young children with Additional Learning needs alongside their families. It discusses relevant legislations and links with articles within UNCRC. The UNCRC aim is to acknowledge the rights of all children, ensuring that they grow up safely in the spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance, freedom, equality and solidarity. 
Article 2 
All children regardless of race, ethnicity, gender or background should not experience discrimination and each child has the right to be protected against it. 
· Article 2 states that each child has the rights in place in the UNCRC and should not be discriminated against these rights. Policies within the setting should be monitored and updated in accordance to the changing legislations of the rights of the child.
· Practitioners should support equality by using an enabling approach with a positive attitude to reduce the chances of discrimination. This should include practitioners working in an inclusive, non-judgemental way and being committed to encouraging a diverse culture within the setting. The Active Social Care Limited (2020) encourages practitioners to be confident within their role and to confront any signs of discrimination within their setting.  
· The Welsh Government is committed to the UNCRC and ensuring that all young children fulfil their potential regardless of their background. Families Firsts is an organisation in Wales which specialises in supporting families with complex needs and The Welsh Government (2021) state that taking Wales forward must include commitment to supporting families from the start to reduce unfortunate childhood experiences that can have lifelong effects. The Early Intervention Foundation (2017) supports this by encouraging early intervention, where action is taken as soon as possible to prevent these problems for children and families becoming much worse. 
Article 3
The best interests of the child should always be top priority
· Article 3 in the UNCRC states that the child’s interests should be considered at all levels of society and should be thought about when making choices that will affect them. They also believe that people in power should respect and support children’s rights. 
· The Committee on the Rights of the Child have introduced multiple General Comments to help people understand the measures of the UNCRC. General Comment 14 focuses on the best interests of the child to be taken as a primary consideration. 
· It is suggested for practitioners to make the child’s best interest’s a priority by ensuring they are protected and well cared for whilst considering what is best for them within the setting. 
  Article 23
Each child whom has a disability has the right to live fulfilled life with the specialised care they require. 
· All children have the right to a safe and happy life. A disability should never get in the way of a child fulfilling their life and practitioners should make sure there is equality for those children with additional needs within education. A child with a disability should not be treated badly or be restricted from activities they are interested in, as this would be taking away a child’s rights which they are entitled to according to UNCRC. 
· Young people with a disability are entitled to the specialised care they require and the Local Education Authorities state their role is to ensure a child’s medical diagnosis is made and to focus on the child’s individual needs which gets monitored and recorded annually. Lindon (1998) believes this allows the child to celebrate their progress and discover any changes that need to be made. 
· All children with disabilities have the right to live a fulfilled life, express their views freely on what affects them according to UNCRC Article 7 and should be allowed to:
· Join in with activities that they wish to take part in without their disability restricting their opportunity
· Feel involved throughout school and engage with their classmates
· Get access to extra support when needed
· Have their own opinion and say in situation's that regard them.

Article 28
Every child has a right to an education. 
· Article 28 states that all children have the right to an education regardless of their gender, race, disability or background. This means all young people have the right to both primary and secondary education, where they have the option to then progress onto further education in college or University. 
· The Welsh Government (2020) current legislation is to protect all children’s rights within education up to the age of 19 but are currently in the process of changing the protection rights for people up to the age of 25. This allows more support for the transition between secondary education to further education, which is a positive improvement in Wales’ legislation to protect young people’s rights in education.
· The Education sector suggest that the Welsh Government can support children throughout their education by putting these measures in place:
· Make efforts to reduce school dropout rates
· Ensure teachers and practitioners do not use violence against children
· Make sure teachers and practitioners do not humiliate children within the setting
· Make observations to ensure that no children are being bullied by their teachers, practitioners or peers. 
· Teachers and practitioners are encouraged to work alongside the children’s interests, allowing them to be independent to help development. Montessori supports this by focusing on self-directed learning, as she believes education is an individual development process that should take place in harmony. (Learning Theories, 2017). 
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