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COMMON LAW
	The English Legal System is the foundation of justice in the United Kingdom. The system is based on common law principles, meaning that legal decisions are made by interpreting and applying precedents rather than relying on written statutes or laws (Chico and Taylor, 2018). This essay will explain this in detail, looking at the historical development of common law, the differences between it and civil law, and examples of how it works in practice. This essay will discuss the concept of the English Legal System exploring the history of common law, differences between it and civil law, and examples of how it works in practice.
What is Common Law?
The concept of common law dates back to the 12th century when a system of law developed in England based on custom and judicial decisions. This system was known as the common law and was distinct from the civil law of the continent, which was based on written statutes. Common law was based on the idea that justice should be derived from the people's customs rather than written laws, and the courts of England and Wales further developed it.
Common law is based on legal precedents rather than written statutes and relies on common sense and fairness principles. When a legal dispute arises, the court must look to previous cases that have dealt with the same or a similar issue and then apply the same principles to the current case (Chico and Taylor, 2018). This is known as the doctrine of stare decisis or the principle of precedent. In other words, legal decisions are made by interpreting and applying precedents rather than relying on written statutes or laws.
What is Civil Law?
Civil law is a system of law that is based on written codes and statutes rather than common law, which is based on legal precedents. This means that when a legal dispute arises, the court must look to the relevant statutes and apply the law as written rather than look to past cases for guidance (Watkins, 2017). Civil law is the dominant legal system in Europe and is also used in many other countries worldwide. In a civil law system, the court is bound by the written code, so it is an effective way for the government to enforce laws and maintain consistency in the legal system. Civil law is also more efficient than common law because it is not necessary to spend time researching prior cases (Watkins, 2017). Additionally, civil law is more accessible to the public, since the law is written in plain language that is easy to understand.
Differences Between Common Law and Civil Law
The main difference between the two laws is how decisions are made. In common law, the courts are not bound to follow written statutes or laws and instead must look to past cases for guidance. In common law, the courts are not bound to follow written statutes or laws and, instead, must look to past cases for guidance on how to rule in a particular case (Chouaibi et al., 2022). This is known as precedent or stare decisis. Precedent means that judges must consider past cases similar to the case at hand and base their decisions on these past cases. This means that a decision in one case will influence the decision in future cases as long as the facts are similar. This type of system is used in the United States, Britain, and many Commonwealth countries. In civil law systems, the courts are bound to follow the law as it is written. These laws are codified and are meant to provide a clear and consistent answer to any legal question. This type of system is used in continental Europe among other countries throughout Latin America and Asia.
Another difference between the two systems is how they are codified. In common law, the law is not codified and is instead based on the courts' decisions. This means that court decisions are used as a basis for future decisions, and the judges in each case determine the law. This system is known as stare decisis, or "let the decision stand." This system allows the law to adapt to the changing world. It also allows for greater judicial discretion in interpreting the law (Chouaibi et al., 2022). In civil law, the law is codified and written down in a series of codes and statutes. These codes and statutes are usually written by a legislative body and outline the law of the land. This system is based on rules and regulations, and the law is determined in advance. This system allows for greater certainty in the law, as the rules are written down and clear. It also allows for greater predictability in the law, as the same rules will apply to similar cases.
History of Common Law
The history of common law dates back to the 12th century when a system of law developed in England based on custom and judicial decisions. This system was known as the common law, and it was distinct from the civil law of the continent, which was based on written statutes (Chico and Taylor, 2018). Over time, the courts of England and Wales further developed the common law. Common law principles are based on the notion that legal precedents set by one court can be used for guiding future cases. This creates consistency, predictability, and fairness in the legal system. Common law is still used in many countries around the world today and is an essential part of the legal system.
One of the most important developments in the history of common law was the enactment of the Magna Carta in 1215. This document established the rule of law, and it set out the rights of the individual in relation to the state. It stated that no one, not even the king, was above the law and that the law should be applied equally to all. It also provided for the protection of certain basic rights, such as the right to property. The Magna Carta is considered to be the foundation of the English legal system and the basis of the common law (Webb, 2018). It is seen as one of the earliest forms of constitutional law, as it limited the power of the monarchy and established a system of checks and balances. It also provided a basis for the development of a system of government that was based on the consent of the people. 
The Magna Carta has had a lasting impact on the legal systems of many countries around the world. It has been cited as a source of inspiration for the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the European Convention on Human Rights (Webb, 2018). It has also served as an important source of guidance when interpreting laws and regulations. The Magna Carta is an important part of the history of common law, and its impact is still felt today. It established the principle of the rule of law, provided for the protection of certain basic rights, and set out the rights of the individual in relation to the state (Webb, 2018). It also provided a basis for the development of a system of government based on the consent of the people.
Examples of Common Law in Practice
One example of common law in practice can be seen in the case of Donoghue v Stevenson (1932). In this case, a woman named Mrs. Donoghue had purchased a bottle of ginger beer from a café in Scotland. When she drank the ginger beer, she discovered a decomposing snail in the bottle (Abhyuday, 2021). She sued the café owner, Mr. Stevenson, for negligence, and the case was heard in the House of Lords. The House of Lords decided in favor of Donoghue, establishing the precedent of the "neighborhood principle." This principle states that one must take reasonable care to ensure that their actions do not cause foreseeable harm to those in the vicinity (Abhyuday, 2021). This is an example of common law in practice, as it established a legal precedent that could be applied in similar cases in the future. The decision established the principle of negligence in law, which is still applied today.
In conclusion, this essay has discussed the concept of the English Legal System exploring the history of common law, differences between it and civil law, and examples of how it works in practice. Common law is a system of law that is based on legal precedents rather than written statutes, and it relies on the principles of common sense and fairness. Civil law, on the other hand, is a system of law that is based on written codes and statutes, and the courts are bound to follow the law as it is written. The history of common law dates back to the 12th century, and it has been developed by the courts of England and Wales over time. Examples of the common law in practice can be seen in the case of Donoghue v Stevenson (1932), where the House of Lords established the principle that people owe a duty of care to each other.
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