 
The purpose of this essay is to explore and understand the education system in Nigeria. This essay will look at the historical timeline, the influences of colonialism, defining what colonialism is, highlighting the importance of global citizens and exploring two barriers which hinders a child’s education in Nigeria. This essay will briefly explore the global issue which is happening in Nigeria and what the sustainable development agenda is doing to help with the situation. This essay will look at what the government and partnering countries are doing to support and break down the barriers arising. To ensure this essay is critically analysing, it will compare with local policies such as the successful futures in Wales, also keeping in mind the the United Nations convention of the rights of the child (UNCRC) and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC). To conclude, the essay will highlight salient points made and offer recommendations and opinions.  
Okunola (2020) states that Nigeria was formed in 1914, when colonial authorities merged the North and South protectorates of Nigeria, which in turn collaborated over four hundred ethnic groups and tribes, making it the largest British colony in the world.  Okunola also states that Nigeria gained independence from the British empire in 1960, which started off with British style of Government with a population of over forty five million people. In 1966 Nigeria was ruled by a violent military coup, the country was run like this for twenty nine years until restoration of democracy in 1999. According to web solutions (2022) Nigeria is the tenth largest nation in the world, it is also the largest nation in Africa. Web solutions highlights that before the British arrived in the early nineteenth century there were two types of education, in the Islamic North education was religious in nature and the community would teach children as young as five the teachings of the Qur’an and the Arabic alphabet. Web solutions state that the second type of education Nigeria had before British occupation was children were taught practical skills they would need to function in traditional society, they would learn of their customs and was assigned specific duties, such as sweeping, the boys would learn of farming and the girls of domestic duties. Web solutions highlights that in 1976 Nigeria passed a law making education compulsory for all children between the ages of six and twelve. The traditional values and practical skills learning seem they way of life for Nigeria for a very long time, it seems that British input derived Nigeria away from traditional life to a more colonialism way of living. 
According to the oxford Dictionary (2022) the term colonialism is defined as 
“The policy or practice of acquiring full or partial political control over another country, occupying it with settlers, and exploiting it economically.”
According to Wangare (2021) the positive impacts of colonialism in Nigeria has been the introduction of a modern idea of Government, meaning Nigeria has become an independent Government, another benefit is improvement on health care, they have introduced money currencies which is called Nigerian naria, the development of infrastructure has improved as well as literacy and the creation of a huge political unit. Wangare also highlights the negative effects of British colonialism, these are, constant war and conflict, the economic war and conflict, the loss of culture and identity, the slave trade and humiliation and the loss of land. 
 “Global citizenship means being aware of and living in a way that’s consciously friendly to people around the world”. (Schattle, 2008). 
   
The EF Academy Blog (2022) highlights the importance of being a global citizen as being more aware, making people advocate for serious issues, such as human rights, religious pluralism, gender equity, the rule of law, to protect the environment, to sustain an economic growth and alleviate poverty. The EF Academy Blog also state that being a global citizen allows you to participate in the community, making the world a more equitable and sustainable place, the blog states it help you become a problem-solver, to think critically, communicate ideas effectively, therefore, global education in the classroom is very important, however the blog does not highlight the barriers. According to Oxfam (2022) a global citizen is someone who has the knowledge and awareness of the wider world and where they stand in it. Oxfam highlights that a global citizen is someone who take an active role within their community and help the planet be a more peaceful, sustainable and fair for all. Nigeria’s global citizenship has been affected due to the negative effects on colonialism.
The journal of Education and Practice (2015) states that a barrier which hinders a child education in Nigeria is gender discrimination. Girls in Nigeria face devastating situations which not only stop their rights to an education but also the right to be a child, these include, child marriage, early pregnancy, domestic behaviour and human trafficking. According to the US department of state (2021) Nigeria does not meet the minimum standards for eliminating trafficking, however they are making significant efforts to do so. The EF academy blog also highlights that many parents are reluctant to sending the girls to school because woman folk are deemed to be built for child birth and domestic duties for their future husbands, therefore men feel threatened when a woman is educated in politics and economy. The ACRWC (1999) article 21 point 2, states that child marriage shall be prohibited and effective action, including legislation, shall be taken into consideration and specify the minimum age of marriage to be 18 years old, also it states that marriage registrations should be an official registry. Pichere (2015) talks about Maslow’s Heirachy of needs theory, which can be clearly seen within this barrier to education, if the girls of Nigeria do not feel safe within their own home or community, how are they suppose to thrive and feel a part of their community. They are ostracised because they are girls and living in archaic times, where the wife stays home and cares for the children and the home and the husband is the bread winner. According to Harvard University (2022) an adverse childhood experience is when a child experiences physical and emotional abuse, neglect, mental illness and household violence. For the girls of Nigeria this might be the case, which then has a detrimental affect on society, if the girl grows up to withhold the same values and beliefs as her parents and then inflicts the same lifestyle she has experienced, then the vicious circle of abuse is going to repeat. The Forward organisation (Foundation for Woman’s Health Research and Development),  is the leading African woman-led organisation working to end violence against woman and girls, they offer support to victims of child marriage, domestic and sexual violence, they are preventing the abuse and discrimination. With their support, they are enabling  African woman and girls to have the dignity, health and equality they deserve. The impact of the organisations has been phenomenal, for example, one thousand one hundred and eighty five girls and young woman have developed leadership and confidence-building skills, one thousand seven hundred and fifty two men and woman have raised awareness of violence against woman and girls, and so much more. However, when you take into consideration that the Forward organisations predicts hundred and fifty million girls will become child brides by 2030, much more is needed to be done to put an end to this global issue. Another global issue which affects children’s education in Nigeria is poverty. 
Concern worldwide (2022) defines poverty as the state of being extremely poor. Concern worldwide highlights extreme poverty is when a family has to go for days without a meal, having to each a maize or starch every single meal to fill their stomach, because they cannot afford to grow a more nutritional or diverse diet, having to dilute the food with lots of water (which could be unsanitary water). Extreme poverty is when a household would have to sell their livestock to provide their next meal, to travel for miles for a health centre, when basic clean water is unavailable and when electricity is outside of their reach. According to Aljazeera (2022) more than eighty two million Nigerians live on less that $1 a day which is seventy five pence in English currency. According to Hopper (2020) to understand what motivates a human, Maslow proposed that humans need to been structured into a heirachy. The first layer of the heirachy is food and water. If a child is living in poverty then this need is not being met, which means their eduction path is hindered. Water aid (2022) is a charity which influence Governments to change laws, link national and international policy makers with people and rally support from people and organisations around the world. Water aid highlight that seven hundred and seventy one million people in the world, one in ten do not have clean water close to their home. When taking into consideration that poverty is a global issue, it should not be left down to charities alone to fight this problem, it is down to national and international policy to stand up and do something about it. 
The Sustainable Development goals created by the United Nations, which was created in 2015, by the General Assembly who adopted the 2030 agenda, included seventeen sustainable development goals, their principle of “leaving no one behind” is an holistic approach to achieve a sustainable development for all. The seventeen goals are; no poverty; zero hunger; good health and well-being; quality education; gender equality; clean water and sanitation; affordable and clean energy,; decent work and economic growth; industry, innovation and infrastructure; reduced inequality; sustainable cities and communities; reasonable consumption and production; climate action; life below water; life on land; peace and justice strong institution and partnerships to achieve the goal. The goals also emphasised the importance of inclusion and development of people with disabilities. The UNCRC (2022) make agreeable statements, article two, non-discrimination, article three, best interests of the child, article six, life; survival and development, article twenty three, children with disability, article twenty four, health and health services, article 27, adequate standard of living, article twenty eight, right to education, all underline the seventeen sustainable goals, embedding UNICEFS work in preserving children’s lives and ensuring they have the best future. 
The way in which UNICEF support children in Nigeria to attend school and learn is, it advocates for education to be prioritised and targets children who are least likely to receive an education. The programme offers quality education in a safe learning environment, to gain skills and knowledge. This essay will now explore policies from Nigeria compare it to Welsh Government policies. 
 The National Policy on education in Nigeria (2014) states that national development and social change is a beacon for education, education is vital in an united Nigeria, it improves and maximises skills which in turn develops society and education is a right for every Nigerian regardless of gender, social status, religions, ethnic background, colour. According to Ewoh-Odoyi (2021) the Nigerian Government still struggle with different forms of gendered marginalisation issues against woman, in some aspects of Nigerian society; which is due to the cultural, economic and legislative challenges. Ewoh-Odoyi also state that in march 2016 the Nigerian senate failed to enact the bill of ‘gender and equal opportunity’ which would forbid physical, sexual, psychological, social, economic and cultural abuse which would interfere with the integrity of a female or male human being. According to Liberty (2022) the human rights act law which passed in the UK in 1998, states that everyone has a right to life, the prohibition of torture and inhuman treatment, protection against slavery and forced labour, the right to liberty and freedom, the right to a fair trial and no punishment without law, respect for privacy and family life and the right to marry, freedom of thought, religion and belief, free speech and peaceful protest, no discrimination, protection of property, the right to an education and the right to free election. With the human rights act in mind and considering Ewoh-Odoyi statement, it is evident to say that the human rights act doesn’t stretch as far a Nigeria, not all of the children get to choose when and where they marry, woman and girls are being discriminated still and not everyone has the luxury of liberty and freedom, least of all a right to an education. 
The Successful futures created by Graham Donaldson in 2015 highlighted recommendations that needed to be incorporated into the curriculum; these are called the four purposes; which are; 
“children should be ambitious, capable learners, and ready to learn throughout their lives, they should be enterprising, creative contributors, and ready to play a full part in life and work, the children should be ethical informed citizens of Wales and the world and they should be healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives and valued member of society.”
The four purposes within the previous statement, should be reflected throughout all the teachers teaching and planning to ensure every child can thrive and be pillars of the community. When looking at both policies for Nigeria and Wales it is evident to say that both countries have different opinions on what needs to be incorporated into their policies, when it comes to a child’s education. In Nigeria it is highlighted that everyone is entitled to a education regardless of gender race and so on where as the Welsh policy they do not highlight this importance because every child within the UK receive an education regardless of gender or race, theirs no differences which stop anyone from learning. Although the UK it a multi-cultural and multi-diverse society, the education system is accessed by all, meaning a Nigerian girl living in the UK would receive an education and not forced into marriage, she would live and thrive like children should do.
In conclusion, it is evident to say that Nigeria’s education system has evolved over the years, with the help of British input, however it is down to the reader to decide if it was for the best or has Britain destroyed traditional values and customs. To be a global citizen it stipulates that we should advocate for serious issues, in my opinion I feel this is clearly being achieved within Nigeria, tackling the gender discrimination global issue and protecting the rights and lives of young girls being forced to marry and have children young. The ACRWC is working towards a better future for girls, ensuring that marriage should not happen before the child is 18 and a legal registry is required, making it harder to create c hold brides. The forward organisation is making phenomenal progress in ending violence to woman and children and offering support to victims, however when looking at the statistics of how many child brides there could be in 2030, this is still a long way to go and change needs to happen. This essay then looked at a global issue of poverty. When I read what extreme poverty would look like for families, it made me appreciate the life I have and made me realise I could be doing more as a global citizen. The human rights act (1998) is an important policy and should be engulfed in everyone’s laws, everyone should have the rights to their own life and how they live it, a recommendation I have for the Nigerian government is to adopt the policy and put the policy into practice immediately. When researching the Nigerian policy alongside the successful futures in Wales it was clear to say that both countries have different values and opinions what education looks like within their country. In my opinion it seems Nigeria is still fighting for the rights for girls to have an education where as Wales are encouraging students to thrive and learn through an holistic approach, meaning every aspect of a child’s education will incorporate the four purposes.
This essay then looked at the sustainable development goals, the UNCRC and UNICEFs work in order to achieve a brighter and prosperous future for everyone around the world, the ‘leaving no one behind’ statement is very bold and powerful, which in my opinion, should make people listen and realise that that global issues, third world countries face should be everyone’s problems and no one should suffer the the feeling of an empty stomach, the thought that your child could be having a child themselves. These documents and policies should be the beacon towards a better future for all and taken more seriously. 
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