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    Demonstrating a critical understanding of the drivers of advocacy provision in Wales, UK and beyond towards Human trafficking.
                                                      
When the acquisitive need of a wealthy individual rises over another human, it aggregates to human trafficking which leads to enduring physical, psychological and societal damage. The illegal action of transferring people within a country or trans-nationally for the purpose of exploiting them by forcing them into sexual deeds or into labour is Human trafficking.
Let us discuss what drives advocacy provisions across the UK and beyond, however the major focus will be across the UK.
National Crime agency (2023) remarks referrals for human trafficking and modern slavery have risen; by the end of the year 2022, in UK about 7936 potential victims were referred, which was a 10.3% increase compared to the previous year and most of these worked industries like construction, agriculture, sexual deeds, drugs and so on. 
In order to establish security and protection for these potential victims and to guarantee their voice is heard on this issue, Advocacy is of most crucial importance in the UK. Advocacy aims to protect and promote the rights of the human-trafficked victims and it honestly contemplates their wishes when making decisions about their lives.
Hope for Justice (2023) lists out the root causes of human trafficking as Poverty, lack of education, regimes of restricted mobility, Identity /discrimination and limited or no labour protection. It also states the victims of human trafficking and modern slavery often lack knowledge on the basic human rights they are entitled to, which includes;
· Right to Equality
· Freedom from discrimination or interference 
· Right to life, liberty, freedom of movement and security of person
· Freedom from slavery, torture or cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment
· Right to freedom of speech, or to own property
· Right to education, to desirable employment or adequate living standards
· Right to participate in the culture of your community.
Advocacy plays a vital role in educating these rights to the human-trafficked victims. In general advocacy influences the growth in government policies and it enables the victims to avail themselves of the resources and services available for them that they were unaware of. This makes the victims bring their hidden inner energy out and feel stronger.
The Guardian (2020) reported during the Covid-19 lockdown, the offender gangs continued to coerce young children involve in county line drug trafficking; in order to put an end to this a police taskforce was established in December 2020 involving an amount of £1 million grant offered by the Government to stop county lines drug trafficking. A best example is the case of Mohammed (Zakaria) [2019] EWCA where the offender exploited children in county lines activity with drug-dealing; later he was awarded 12 years imprisonment.
During this period, Advocacy Charities like CARE, Barnardo’s, ICOS and so on came forward to render their advocacy services to rescue the victims during this unprecedented time; protect them and educate them about their rights.
The Home affairs committee in UK Parliament (2023) commented Chair, Dame Diana Johnson MP has remarked Human Trafficking as a despicable crime, and as it is money-making, it has widespread across the country; hence in addition to the Modern Savery Act 2015, new measures and steps are to be taken to prevent trafficking, protect victims and punish offenders.
The Chair’s announcement was supportive to the potential victims, and it also created a sense of fear for the offenders and exploiters. It is a crucial time for the role of Advocacy to fight for the rights of the potential victims and create positive change in the lives of victims.

      [image: ]
The Purple balloons in the picture depict the Advocacy services spread across the UK. Some of these charities that greatly involves in advocacy services are; 
1. Migrant Help – Dover
2. British Red cross – Swansea
3. Khai TZedek – Staffordshire & Cheshire
4. Moving on project – Hampshire
5. Barnardo's National counter trafficking service – Southampton
6. Snowdrop Project – Barnsley
7. Merseyside Anti-Slavery Partnership – Merseyside
8. Love 146 – Southampton
9. Women on the frontline Ministries - London
10. The Passage - Westminster

The Guardian (2022) reported that Maya Esslemont, the Director of After Exploitation has uttered, since the Nationality and Borders act was launched by the government, the trafficked victims have no safety or a guaranteed support although they were acknowledged as survivors by the decision-makers of home office.
This lack of enough support from the UK government to the human trafficked victims in 2022 caused a sense of disappointment among the Charity Advocacy organizations like ECPAT UK, Justice Care etc. They believed this minimal support for trafficking victims is due to the diplomacy and tactfulness of the home office. 
ECPAT UK (2023) states that the role of Anti-slavery commissioner as declared by Modern slavery act 2015 is to stimulate noble practice in the investigation, detection, prosecution and protection of Slavery and Human trafficking offences and recognizing the victims, with an intention of supporting them. However, there was a significant gap of 18 months towards the functions of advocacy with no recruitment done for the commissioner’s role while the Government made some crucial changes towards treating the trafficking victims by executing Nationality and Borders act 2022 and Illegal Migration act 2023 which constructively removed the safety to the trafficking victims.
GOV.UK (2023) states Nationality and Borders act 2022 prevents peoples’ illegal entry into UK, not abiding by the business model of criminal trafficking networks and assists the genuine refugees/asylum seekers; also, it clears out people with no rights from the UK.
GOV.UK (2023) states Illegal Migration Act 2023 prevents illegal entry of people into the UK by various illegal means of transportation, disguising as asylum seekers or trafficking victims and pretending to have legal rights in the UK.
It was apparent that, although these two acts were launched by the UK Government to stop the illegal entry of people into the UK, it did hinder the process of identifying human trafficking victims and it interfered with the support and assistance provided to the genuine human trafficking victims by the UK government, just as in the case of  Basfar v Wong [2022] where the victim easily entered the UK without being identified in immigration, however, was forced into labour soon.

INews (2023) reported Former Prime Minister Theresa May furnished a mortifying judgement on the Government’s ‘New small boat bill’ which aimed in preventing illegal entry of people through small boats into the UK, that it would decline all the support and assistance provided to the victims of trafficking who have been trafficked into the UK. However, May also suggested that there was no adequate evidence about the relation between modern slavery and small boats to enforce such a ban.
On the brighter side, Advocacy organizations for Modern slavery and human trafficking like Human trafficking foundation, Anti-Slavery International, ECPAT UK, Migrant Charity, Helen Bamber Foundation raised their concern towards this decision of home office.
Home office UK (2017) has published ‘The Modern slavery awareness and victim identification guidance’ which is a non-statutory guidance to help public sectors in identifying and responding to human trafficking and modern slavery.
This was a great contradiction because when the UK government had already introduced the guidance on identifying the human trafficking and slavery victims in 2017, their Bills passed in the recent times 2022 & 2023, concerned with restricting illegal entry into the country, massively interfered with the function of victim identification and providing support.
Advocacy Charities like ECPAT UK, NSPCC and Barnardo's’ wrote to the UK government to pay extra attention towards the advocacy assistance to the human trafficking victims and to provide additional guidance on identifying the victims appropriately.
The Anti-Slavery Organization (2018) expressed that, through their public advocacy and campaign, they forced the UK government to frame policies which can prohibit offenders from exploiting people, however ‘The Anti –Trafficking Monitoring group’ revealed that the mechanism that home office identified to provide support to the survivors was a definite failure because it did not protect them.
They created an alliance under the name ‘Anti-Slavery Monitoring group’ which intended to inspect all types of human trafficking, including internal trafficking in the UK and the trafficking involving British nationals.
 Naomi Phillips (2012), the Director of policy and advocacy - British Red Cross advises that the survivors of trafficking need a long-time support from the UK government to prevent them from falling back into the hands of the offenders, however the home office provides them with the entitlement of accommodation and financial aid for 45 days only, which Phillips believes is unfair.
British Red cross believes this support is not adequate and it would lead to poverty, struggling to manage with their mental health and opportunities to fall back into the hands of the traffickers again. Hence, British Red Cross joined hands with Ashiana and Hestia and came forward with the following support to the survivors of trafficking;
· A year of accommodation support
· Specialist mental health support
· Follow up with home office to extend their stay for up to 30 months (about 2 and a half years) and provide them with clear immigration status.
Human trafficking /Slavery victims are often vulnerable requiring proper attention and support. They may be poor, homeless, drug addicts, friendless and isolated. These factors affect them mentally and make them vulnerable to trafficking.
Crown Prosecution service (2023) reported children were trafficked for couriering drugs and they refused to act as evidence out of fear. CPS advised consideration should be made to deeply assess the most vulnerable victims; Psychologists and Advocates should be referred to the extremely vulnerable victims of trafficking in order to generate evidence of their abuse; understand how best to communicate with them and provide them support accordingly. The best example here is the case of R v KWA [2018] where it was considered children’s consent will not be essential to prove the crime of traffickers.
The Care Quality Commission (2023) remarks that the services provided by the stakeholders in supporting the victims were not up to standard, hence CQC carried out inspection and produced the report to home office. As a result of the report, Salvation Army was offered the prime responsibility to improve the services like safe home, advocacy, counselling etc to support the victims.
Care Act 2014 – Section 42 advises of care and support to adults that are incapable of protecting themselves, by identifying the type of abuse they undergo and providing them with appropriate support.
For example, the MSVCC – Modern Slavery Victim Care contract follows the guidance of the Care act 2014 – Sec 42 and offers support to the trafficked individuals that have disabilities or addictions, by providing accommodation with specific adaptations suitable for their condition along with mental health support. An appropriate example will be the case of R v JXP [2019] where the trafficked victim was forced into drug addiction to be sexually exploited, later the victim was offered psychiatric assessment, counselling and shelter.
BBC (2022) released the speech of the former prime minister Teresa May addressing human trafficking issue in Ukraine and she advised the UK authorities and international authorities to function together to put an end to children fleeing Ukraine towards west side. She advised, as the traffickers functioned too quickly in 24 hours in targeting the vulnerable, the tech organizations must help to create a record to spot and follow children and the advocates must assess them once the victims are identified.
While the Ukraine war issue has been a remarkably significant concern across the world, May has realized the importance of advocacy towards the human trafficking victims of Ukraine and has provided adequate advocacy support.
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The Guardian (2014) reported that due to constant rise in the count of child trafficking victims in the UK in 2014, Former PM Theresa May ordered child trafficking victims to be given personal advocates in home office trials considering their mental state and to provide appropriate support. 
May announced the following responsibilities to the Advocates;
· Advocates will assess the needs of trafficked children under the scheme designed to stop traffickers forcing children into child trafficking., following: Modern Slavery awareness and Victim identification guidance.
· Advocates will help them with language barriers and represent them with meetings with CARE and Immigration officials, following: Section 55 of the Borders, Citizenship and Immigration Act 2009.
This order was taken seriously by the home office and local authorities, and independent advocates were appointed for the child trafficking victims in due course to support them in trial.
Local.gov.UK (2023) introduced new modern slavery guidance which unfolds council’s part in managing modern slavery and human trafficking, which finds out that homelessness in the UK has led to human trafficking and modern slavery as they are highly vulnerable. Home office functioned along with six pilot area associations to provide accommodation to human trafficking victims which would develop a sense of security and integrity in them. Out of these associations, the London Borough of Red Bridge housing association executives provided long term tenancy support to the victims along with advocacy support to make them feel independent and the specialist advocates of Leeds assisted the victims to get in contact with the local services to obtain settled housing support.
It is an appreciable deed of the UK Government that it joined hands with the housing associations and advocacy agencies to provide accommodation support to live with respect and freedom. LGU also promoted NRM’s pathway to assess and provide accommodation to the victims.
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 In addition to this, Gov.UK (2023) refurbed The Homeless code of Guidance in 2021 particularly to emphasize the need for shelter for human trafficking victims. It stated that the local housing authorities and social services must have consider this guidance during the execution of their functions towards homeless people that are at risk of human trafficking
Refugee council & The Children’s Society (2014) exposed the lack of appropriate advocacy support towards trafficked children and potential victims of trafficking in some parts of the UK. Due to the lack of advocacy support, there were remarkable drawbacks towards protection of the victims which included;
· Prolonged and numerous assessments on the victims which impacted the mental well-being of the young victims.
· The lack of knowledge and understanding among social workers in identifying the correct victims of trafficking and incorrect assessment of age, which led to placing them in adult prison and immigration detentions.
· Dis-continuity of care and constant change in allocation of social workers.
· Victims subjected to frequent interviews where they had to repeat their stories of trauma continuously leading them to depression.
· Children’s criticism towards lack of contact and not being listened to.
The voluntary advocacy organizations and welfare solicitors argued this lack of proper care and support towards the child trafficking victims is an embarrassment to the UK government.
The Refugee council advised, in order to overcome this humiliation, the UK government must design a system of protection to protect children from trafficking by appointing independent advocates that are trustworthy among children as soon as they are identified by  the authorities and their major responsibilities would be to educate the potential child victims of trafficking on their rights and also make sure their voice is heard towards any unfavorable decision made against their desire or any legal process they are made to involve in.
This fact above disclosed by the Refugee council emphasizes why advocacy is important to prevent trafficking in the UK and what happens when there is no advocacy towards child trafficking. The allocation of advocates towards preventing child trafficking would ensure statutory guidance is followed on conducting lawful assessments in identifying the victims, providing them support and to guarantee a harmonious and child-centered approach.
The Children act 1989 - Section 17 sets out a general duty on the government to protect and promote the protection of children within their locality who need support.
Department of Education (2017) published a statutory guidance on protection of child victims of modern slavery ‘Care of unaccompanied migrant children and child victims of modern slavery - PDF’, which provided directions to local authorities and professionals including advocates.
Similarly, Department of Education and Home office (2011) launched a supplementary and non-statutory guidance ‘Safeguarding children who may have been trafficked - PDF’, which provided directions to the officials working with trafficked children including advocates, to protect and promote the protection and welfare of trafficked children. 
Department of Education (2018) also introduced a statutory guidance ‘Working together to safeguard children – PDF', which was meant to be used alongside aforementioned guidance for the same motive of safeguarding children from trafficking and it provided guidance to advocates and other officials that worked with child victims.
The Council of European convention on Action Against Trafficking (ECAT) was endorsed in 2005 by the council of Europe and the agreement was held into force in relation to the UK in 2009. Its aim was to combat human trafficking and establish appropriate investigation and prosecution procedures. The European Convention on Human Rights act (1953) - Article 4 forbids slavery and forced labour.
Crown Prosecution Servies (2020) states, during trials prosecuting advocates must bear the responsibility of cross-examining the victims with appropriate questions to find out if they have been persuaded and forced into trafficking just as in the case of  William Connors and others [2013] EWCA, which proves the crime of the traffickers, thereby bringing government shelter support and discretionary leave to remain in the UK to the victims.
This fact highlights the importance of advocacy in bringing justice to the victims and unveiling the immoral face of the traffickers to the world. This develops a sense of trust and belief within the victims towards advocacy and a sense of fear among traffickers.
Sentencing council (2023) recites, if the deed of an individual is proved to be human trafficking, then appropriate sentence awarded to them is Life imprisonment or a high-level community order of 18 years’ custody, according to Section 2 - Modern Slavery act 2015.The Sentences may vary according to the culpability of the offender and they may be categorized as below;
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According to Section 16 & 17 - Sexual Offences act 2003, for the crime of abuse of position of trust by engaging a child in sexual activity, the offenders are awarded a sentence of 5 years’ custody or a community order of 2 years’ custody.
According to Section 11 of the Moder Slavery Act 2015 act, if an Individual or a group of individuals are proved to have used vehicle, ship or aircraft to perform a deed of human trafficking, then these will be forfeited. 
The Sentencing procedures and guidelines are huge to be discussed, however the above-mentioned are the majorly used ones in the UK in the last 5 years.
To sum up, Advocacy is a backbone for a country to uplift its status of crime-free environment and the government of the country will need to provide freedom to any advocacy bodies, government-oriented or non-governmental, to exercise their duties in preventing human trafficking. Hence, for reduction of crimes like human trafficking, improving mental health of the victims, advising on their rights and entitlements, providing security, rejuvenating the inner strength of the trafficking survivors and finally to shape a nation devoid of human-traffickers and trafficking victims, Advocacy plays an indispensable role.
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