Is the linguistic diversity worth protecting?
Linguistic diversity is an important feature of humanity as it is the primary way we communicate with others, express ideas, and preserve culture. There are around 7,000 different languages in the world, however unfortunately the number is steadily decreasing. This is due to reasons such as globalisation where dominant languages such as English, Mandarin, and Spanish are being pushed across the world, pushing the smaller endangered languages out. The dominant languages are being used in places such as businesses, education, and politics, leaving little room for native languages. 
Linguistic diversity can provide insight into the evolution of the languages we use today. Languages are always changing and adapting through methods such as language contact, borrowing from other languages, and splitting off into different languages. For example, thousands of the words used in English are borrowed from the French language after the Norman conquest in 1066. Linguists can compare different languages and language families to find common ‘ancestor’ languages and gain deeper understanding of the history and evolution of modern languages. Preserving a wide range of languages allows researchers to build a more complete picture of human and linguistic evolution.
Culture and identity are important reasons to protect linguistic diversity. Each language has their own phrases, stories, and traditions which have been passed down throughout history. For many, especially Indigenous and minority communities, speaking their native language will help them feel connected to their identity and ancestors. Linguistic diversity allows people to have a sense of belonging and connection with their identity. It also helps minority communities to preserve their knowledge and traditions. There are some languages that are not in written form, therefore if the language is not protected all its history, knowledge, and traditions will be lost. 
The way different languages are structured changes the thought process of their speakers. Depending on what language you speak you are likely to interpret experiences and thoughts differently to someone speaking a different language. Lera Boroditsky uses an example of the Kuuk Thaayorre people from Australia, explaining that in their language they don’t use left and right but instead use cardinal directions. Speakers of this language develop an exceptional sense of direction. Without language diversity humans would all have the same way of thinking and lose these unique traits. 
Some may argue that preserving thousands of languages is impractical as global communication relies on a few dominant languages. While they are useful for communicating across the globe, it is still possible to maintain the local, smaller languages. Most of the world’s population are bilingual or multilingual, using the dominant languages for international purposes while speaking their local language in day to day life.
In conclusion, linguistic diversity is worth protecting as it preserves unique linguistic systems, culture, traditions, and ways of thinking. Each language contains Though dominant languages allow people across the world to communicate with each other it should not come at the expense of smaller languages.
