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INTRODUCTION

[bookmark: _Int_8N98oLqm][bookmark: _Int_4hhfDZnv][bookmark: _Int_n7b0KGUN][bookmark: _Int_1ZCPSMDy]Globalisation effects each one of us on daily basis, from mobile phones technology, fashion, technology, connectivity, and travel. As with everything globalisation has its advantages and disadvantages. 
[bookmark: _Int_LwwDax1F]This article will take you through a brief history of globalisation right from when it first began in 50 B.C.E. to the currant day, I will touch on 7 components of globalisation going more in depth with technological, political, and culture globalisation and give you an insight in to how these components effect global businesses .










Definitions of globalisation
1. Globalisation is a term used to describe how the world depends on different countries to share economies, culture, and populations by trading goods, services, technology, people, and information. PIIE.(2022)

2. investopedia.com describes globalisation as the spread of the flow of financial information, goods, technology, jobs, and information across national borders and cultures

3. Globalisation describes how trade and technology can flow through different countries making the world a more connected and interdependent place.
Fernando.J.(2022).

4. Globalisation is the speed up of movement
and exchanges of humans, goods, services, capital technologies and cultural practices. Skare,M.(2021)




The evolution of globalisation

[bookmark: _Int_4zovBFsU]Many scholars have reported that Christopher Columbus’ voyage to the new world sparked the start of globalisation, when in reality globalisation began in China between 50 B.C.E. and 250 C.E. with the invention of the silk road, an ancient network of trade. 
The silk road spanned over 4000 miles and took 90 days to make, it was the first extensive over land trade route, starting in Xi'an in China, progressing to the great wall of China, through Pamirs and Afghanistan moving on to levant then finally ending in Anatolia. 
[bookmark: _Int_E4Y0HfbO]The road linked Asia, the Mediterranean and Europe, ideas, products, and customs began trading throughout these countries. Borgia,h.(2022).
Although the road was an innovation and had enabled trade it did not come without faults; it was unsafe and a long brutal journey for all but was potentially fatal for Europeans travelling through Muslim controlled territory, at this point there really was not any other form of travel.


[image: ]
Britannica.com (2020)


The silk road naturally evolved with advances in metallurgy, transport, and agricultural production. With coins, new improved roads, Chinese silk, Roman glass, and Arabian spices trade increased and globalisation progressed to the age of exploration. Briney,A (2022)







The age of exploration
Europeans began exploring the world by sea and discovered countries such as Africa and America, they told stories of their experiences and knowledge when they returned to Europe, this era permanently changed the world and began transforming geography into the modern science we know today.
With increased wealth in Europe from trading goods, spices, and precious metals, navigation and mapping improved, which resulted in the world's first nautical map replacing the traditional Portland chart, the magnetic compass was developed which aided sailors massively in their quest to find riches. Briney,A.(2020)
Not everyone benefitted from the age of exploration, two major factors contributed to this, the first being colonization.
[bookmark: _Int_wtCYYImY]Europeans travelled to native America seeking land, when they learnt that the indigenous people held the view that land should not be owned but used as a resource for the benefit of the community, they erected fences and used violence to claim the land for themselves.
Secondly and probably the most devastating impact was disease, Europeans bought many diseases including smallpox when they inhabited New England, and statistics state that between 1616 and 1618 75% of the indigenous population was wiped out through smallpox this happened as they did not have antibodies to fight the disease, older generations were more susceptible to it and in turn much of the knowledge and tradition was lost with them. Daly,C (2021)

The age of revolution
[bookmark: _Int_neAqwHVy]Between 1775 and 1848 society went through many significant revolutionary moments such as, the American revolution, the French revolution, the Irish rebellion, the Haitian revolution, the revolt of slaves in Latin America, the industrial revolution.
[bookmark: _Int_UMkn1mP9]Ideas of equality, fraternity and liberty were formed throughout America, France and Latin America aided by the progression of factories, railways, steamboats, cars, and planes.
The age of revolution helped shape our modern international system and contributed to the replacement of absolute monarchist with a government who were grounded by a written constitution of rights.
As well as nation states, that were based around shared culture and history, these revolutions changed the world. our would be a much different place had the age of revolution the not taken place. Briney,A.(2020)







The information age

The information age also known as the computer age, new media age or digital age came about in the mid 20th century and is still progressing today.
[bookmark: _Int_z5ytOXuF]During this time came about the fastest, most fundamental advances in technology in history, mass amounts of information were now widely available to people, thanks to the renaissance creating the idea of inventions, although we were not advanced enough at the time it influenced the information age and the idea was later used to develop new inventions.
[bookmark: _Int_4qMuEuiE][bookmark: _Int_xjiATcZg]The information age touched on many aspects of life including people, technology, science, the economy, culture, and the way we as humans think, society became smarter but lazier, suddenly everything could be dome from the comfort of your home from shopping, paying bills, connecting with friends and family, even work could be done from home.
[bookmark: _Int_sJx63bor]Businesses were hugely influenced by technology and used it for many aspects including media, marketing, supply chain, data, and management. It helped with the Speeding up processes, gaining a competitive edge and an increase in economic and political globalisation. Thomas,D.(2019)




A brief insight into the categories of globalisation.

Social globalisation: 
Social globalisation is the integration of societies of the world, in a globalised world people are no longer regionalist, where they are dominated by tribes or clans they can no longer keep the effects of good and bad economy, disease and technology to themselves, the recent pandemic is a prime example of how interconnected countries can spread disease causing havoc to the entire world.
[bookmark: _Int_7EEokKox]In our world as it is to today you can connect with friends, family and have long term relationship with someone on the other side of the world, with the push of a button we can connect with likeminded people creating an interconnected world. 
This is a revolution for many, but it seems to have created a society in which people have become lazy and now lack in communication skills and cultural views. Multiplyer.(2021). 








Economic Globalisation:
Economic globalisation integrates several economies into an interconnected marketplace, they continually influence and impact each other and become interdependent, meaning a recession or dive in stock markets in one country will have affect another country.
[bookmark: _Int_c1utoeM1]With cross border trading and rapid developments in science and technologies businesses now have reduced transportation and communication costs and can identify opportunities for investment. Irag,A.(2020).

Cultural globalisation:
[bookmark: _Int_TRXmZCnV]Cultural globalisation can be described as extending ideas and culture across the world, encouraging engagement across boundaries where we learn unfamiliar cultural values and attitudes and improve relations to have a better understanding.
[bookmark: _Int_VV83CMAr] We are able invest in new cultural products and have seen many cultures working together in areas such as tourism, pop culture, internet communities, and multinational businesses. Crozet,c.(2017)
Ecological globalisation:
Ecological globalisation deals with environmental issues such as, population, biodiversity, food, climate change, global environmental, degration, and the gap between the rich and poor.



Financial globalisation: 
[bookmark: _Int_PT11JWT0]During the last 20 years financial markets globally have become interconnected, integrating financially, financial globalisation has benefited national economies, investors, and savers in the cross-border flow of finances which has developed he financial sector, becoming larger allowing for lower cost ways to produce products and increased global competition, in turn this makes way for prices to be lower and enables businesses to make a larger choice of products resulting in communities and countries developing. Hausler,G. (2022)

 Political globalisation:
Is the expansion of political interrelations across the globe it helps raise political issues and unites governments of different nations and agree to abide by one set of rules and guidelines.
Before the second world war national governments were responsible for the welfare of their own citizens, that was until 1945 when governments became members of international institutions such as World Trade Organisations (WTO), United Nations (UN) and EU these organisations promoted issues like safe rules for international trade, trade liberation and disputes, they helped with trade disputes and having transparency when making decisions , maintaining international peace and ensured friendly relations with all nations  while promoting social progress. Giddeon,A. (2009)





[bookmark: _Int_lTOMe5sX]The last component of globalisation is technological I will go more in depth with this component and explain how it directly influences businesses globally.

Technological globalisation:
Advances in technology can be seen right back to the invention of the wheel where a simple invention changed the way many we worked and lived.
During the last 20 years the rise of modern technology has enabled business all over the world to communicate and work together with cross border trade and interactions.
[bookmark: _Int_XLdp5VoH][bookmark: _Int_V80sfH0t]Businesses have adapted to changes in modern technology with some ground-breaking innovations resulting in improved elements of business such as, manufacturing, communication, purchasing, sales, and advertising.
Modern technology has evolved rapidly spreading technologies across borders and around the world, below are some advantages of technological globalisation:
· [bookmark: _Int_yZetEqnW] Email: this sends messages and files instantly, is low cost, user friendly and became secure to use in 1998 with the introduction of the data protection act, with updated email features businesses can send clients interactive emails boosting sales, no more snail mail or letters handwritten. 


· Mobile phones: in 2007 Apple introduced the first iPhone, this created a personal technology which allowed us to be connected at the touch of a button regardless of where we were.
Statistics show in 2000 there was approximately 740 million mobile phone contracts in use, this quickly rose to 8 billion by 2020 this invention was a milestone within the business world, quickly businesses realised they could connect with any one at any time and their response would be instant if the need arose, this along with M.commerce opened doors to a global economy where producers and consumers could easily connect. Faber,K.(2019)
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· [bookmark: _Int_x9iPVMpO][bookmark: _Int_f9hzxpjx]The internet: 20 years ago, businesses advertised in shop windows and newspapers, promotions were spread by word of mouth and businesses were generally led by local consumers, their geographical area was restricted as advertising on the local television or radio was too expensive. Broadband.(2022)
[bookmark: _Int_qo7BZxsx][bookmark: _Int_vujLghX1]Businesses today can connect with the most rural sparce communities and offer the same product for the same price at the touch of a button. Businesses no longer have to restrict their items or production to a certain cliental, area or country as they can use websites with written and visual information or use E. Commerce.
Businesses now have a worldwide platform with the use of internet banking and media globalisation, Internation trade routes have become easier increasing economic growth and reduced poverty.
Businesses are headed towards a one world economy. Drew,c.(2022)
[image: ]
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· I cloud: enables businesses to upload, view, store, and retrieve information as and when needed from any location globally, its high speed, low cost, reliable and has back-up systems in place.
it enables colleges in different countries to collaborate securely and conveniently.
· [bookmark: _Int_WUq1UOsj]Software programmes: businesses use soft programmes such as invoicing programmes, data base soft wear, word processing programmes and management soft wear, this reduces costs and helps with routine tasks such as budgets, payroll, and policies, these programmes improve customer service, employee efficiently are low cost and reliable
· [bookmark: _Int_5GJdrC2l][bookmark: _Int_o3ubh3Ur]Web conferencing: by the early 2000s video conferences was being used by businesses, employees could work from a home office and still stay connected and have meetings with their boss, staff, and clients, this invention cuts cost by reducing commuting time, and needing less offices.
As you are aware everything has advantages and disadvantages, below are a few examples of the disadvantages of technical globalisation.





· The digital divide.
Technological globalisation has yet to close the digital divide, to date wealthier people and countries have better access to technology than poorer people, one reason for this is the distribution of technology favours the wealthy developed countries over the developing countries, leaving the less fortunate at a global disadvantage.
Technological globalisation has made it possible to speed up the delivery of technologies around the world, but the divide is still there within the different nation globally.

2. Machines over man.
[bookmark: _Int_m5UhwRjy]With modern technology being used in factories to do the mundane tasks the need for manual workers has decreased leaving many unemployed and in limbo, not only but this there is a big chance the whole industry will be destroyed leaving a gap in the community. 

3. 
As we now have access to modern technology with global media the dominant countries have been blames for spreading their culture global taking over smaller nations such as the indigenous, they have been left in the background almost forgotten.

4. Fake news.
It is now so easy to gain access to internet Technolgies such as YouTube, Instagram and Facebook that conspiracy theorists and extreme organisations are using these platforms to spread their criminal messages.
5. Business closure.
With so many online businesses saving money on office rentals and utilities many small Highstreet shops and businesses have begun to close, leaving empty shops and dreary town centres.
6. Security.
 One of the more concerning disadvantages is the security risk that comes with technological globalisation, with every advance in data protection and security comes the risk of being hacked, with millions of private important files floating around the internet getting into the wrong hands is not an option. One of the biggest being Rockyou21, who posted over 8.4 billion passwords on to a forum where people could match emails to and hack accounts globally. Mikalauskas,E(2022)
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Summary

This article has taken you through the history of globalisation from the antient silk roads in China to a multi-cultural interconnected world where business can be conduction from the comfort of your home.
Businesses can trade globally attracting a worldwide platform, I think we can safely say globalisation has changed the world we live in for everybody but not necessarily for the good, many people have a negative view on globalisation and the beliefs and concepts it brings.
What does the future hold for globalisation as a whole? Artificial intelligence, will we soon be governed by robots?, will governments continue to be interconnected or will we go our separate ways? Will borders be closed and tariffs put in place, the future in unclear but for now globalisation remains our way of life.
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