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EVALUATION OF BLENDED LEARNING AND CLASSROOM LEARNING ON STUDENT ATTAINMENT (REPORT)

Abstract
Blending learning majorly emerged as one of the major pedagogical concepts within educational institutes. In addition, with an enhancing tendency as well as various researchers have eventually reported on blending learning since it flourished on a collective note. However, throughout this study, it has been found that traditional learning is quite effective as well as efficient in previous decades but in this present day's various educational institutes, as well as teachers, need to adequate blending teaching approaches because within this kind of learning and teaching approaches teachers are able to provide traditional learning as well as digital classroom learning. Therefore, throughout this report, it has been identified that with the help of blending learning students are felt more engaged as well as attached to their respective subjects along with developed better relationships with their teachers.
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[bookmark: _Toc84679022]Introduction
In this new era of learning, concepts such as electronic learning have gained much fame in the field of higher education. Various concepts of interactive learning have become popular in the emergent world of the internet. These new concepts have transcended the limits of time and now it assists in enriching individualised and collaborative learning efficiencies in a more convenient manner. Nevertheless, these new blended learning systems bring forth a great number of advantages with them followed by some repercussions, and the same can be accounted for conventional learning methods. Some of the issues are high overhead costs and asset maintenance costs. Moreover, both the systems are characterised by an amalgamation of synchronous learning and conventional face-to-face learning systems that are time tested for enhancing employability skillsets in students necessary for future endeavours.
[bookmark: _Toc84679023]Blended learning and its attributions
According to Bruggeman et al. (2021) blended learning is a form of tutoring or an approach in which education imparted is in the form of an amalgamation of online scholarly materials along with scopes for interacting with peers and teachers online and methods for conventional place-oriented classroom environments. It is associated with the physical presence of both professors and scholars with some factors of students' control over path, place, or time.
[bookmark: _Toc84679024]Advantages of blended learning:
1. It is well suited for a large group of students- the initial advantage of blended learning is that a large group of people can be reached within a short span of time. According to Suartama et al. (2019), in contrast to traditional learning, blended learning does not need an omnipresence of teachers.
2.   It offers better feedback and preparation- the other advantage of blended learning is that it makes conventional learning more lucrative. When people are able to complete their assignments independently from the comfort of their homes, they gain more self-confidence and are better prepared for the study topic. According to Serrano et al. (2019) when students are busy completing their assignments at home, teachers are less burdened with tasks and they get more time to relax. Moreover, the extra time can be used to guide students who need additional care and mentoring which is also a great advantage of blended learning.
3. Blended learning is advantageous for non-technology people- many people within the education sector are not fond of technological advancements in learning, even though they realise their importance. In addition, many students are not well acquainted with the inclusion of technology when they are accustomed to face-to-face interactions. Moreover, traditional learners, health, and social care learners might appreciate hands-on exercises comparatively more than learning subjects from mobile phone screens. 
[bookmark: _Toc84679025]Disadvantages:
1. There is a momentary increase in workload during the transition phase- it is hard to digest that there is a significant amount of workload associated with the early stages of blended learning practices when every infrastructure is needed to set up. Mozelius and Hettiarachchi (2017) asserted that it is not easy to adopt a new method overnight especially when people are accustomed to traditional methods. Teachers might find it too hard to equalise online training with face-to-face training approaches simultaneously.
2. Dearth of inspiration- another drawback is that, depending upon the way in which provisions for blended learning is set up it might result in an acute shortage of student motivation. Every blended learning approach is not suited for every student, subject, task, or organisation. Adekola et al. (2017) assert that people might not like the concept of learning through technology as they are habituated with in-hand learning experiences.
[bookmark: _Toc84679026]Traditional classroom learning and its attributes
In the form of traditional classroom learning a teacher is responsible for modulating and regulating the flow of knowledge and information. In the words of Subhash and Cudney (2018) in this form of education, students are accountable to continue enriching their knowledge base outside of the institution premise by means of homework exercises. The prime resource of students in this form of learning is face-to-face interaction with teachers and professors.
[bookmark: _Toc84679027]Advantages of traditional learning:
1. Ease of accessibility- during traditional classroom learning approaches, the teacher, or professor is accessible during the premise's working hours. According to Suartama et al. (2019), in contrast to online methods, conventional learning methods are an amalgamation of an intelligent session with the omnipresence of a tutor, whenever, during the class. Students are also entitled to interact with teachers when the class gets over if they are hurdled with any problems regarding the study.
2. Structure- Understudies are generally familiar with the feeling of a classroom and its instructing styles. In addition, in various cases, web-oriented teaching styles are offered where few understudies will feel alienated while adjusting to creative infrastructures and therefore, their motivation towards academics will drastically reduce. Understudies not being able to adjust to auxiliary differences as evident in web-oriented learning will tend to lag behind scoring terrible marks. 
3. Educational and Social Development- within the spheres of traditional classroom learning, students are entitled to collaborate with their peers along with the educator simultaneously. In this form, students are urged to be increasingly social and well assimilated with others within the institution; In addition, students are entitled to approach their tutors along with their respective inquiries, which the person in question is at liberty to illuminate. On the other hand, web-based learning experiences are incapable of offering such considerations that are helpful in mitigating the pitfalls within the academic surroundings (Simonds et al. 2017). Moreover, traditional learning classrooms are able to offer both instructive and social advancement to pupils by means of consistent human associations.
[bookmark: _Toc84679028]Disadvantages:
1. Focuses of students are set in the wrong direction- generally, students are more interested in making notes rather than interpreting and engrossing knowledge and novel ideas. According to Simonds et al. (2017) in such cases, the replacements are generally incapable of handling the development of thought processes and new ideas. Moreover, there are high chances for failing in the objectives of exercises.
2. Excessive focus upon presentation and less time for practice- since teachers are needed to convey a given set of ideas within a confined time limit, the majority of classroom drills get the task accomplished until the introduction part. The majority of practice needed to gain expertise in the subject is left out as homework. Moreover, Hyun et al. (2017) stated that this process does not take account of alternatives to decipher other avenues concerned with the development of fresh and novel ideas. The learning objectives are given a red signal at a very tender state, which results in the non-development of lucrative ideas followed by students being incapable to produce anything fruitful apart from traditional responses to academic questions.
[bookmark: _Toc84679029]Critical evaluation of blended and traditional learning in past and present
In the modern classroom structure, blended learning is quite effective as well as efficient. In addition, as per the view of Kelly et al. (2018), a student might attend those classes within a real-world classroom pattern along with then effectively supplement the overall lesson plan by eventually completing digital multimedia coursework on a collective note. On the other hand, in previous decades the majority of education institutes majorly provided traditionally learning classes to their students. In addition, it has been found that effective traditional learning is also quite effective, although students are presently getting more interested in blended classes due to some modern and advanced technologies. As opined by Fang et al. (2017), blending learning is a procedure of teaching that majorly integrates digital media as well as technology with traditional instructor basically led classroom activities and provides students more flexibility to customise their overall learning experiences. 
On the other hand, it has been found that with the help of effective blending classroom structure students have been eventually received a better quality of education as well as knowledge in an effective manner while traditional learning style can’t mitigate all demands or requirements of the students in an effective manner. As per the statement of Fang et al. (2017), blending learning is also able to enhance the satisfaction level of students, provide deeper learning as well as cut down the overall stress of the students on a collective note. In addition, teachers also are able to become more engaged with their students by adopting a blending teaching style in a systematic manner. However, blended learning also basically presents an enhanced chance for individual students to develop better relationships with their teachers along professors in an effective manner. 
Conversely, according to Hernández-Andreo et al. (2020), with the help of traditional educational style previously teachers are effectively able to increase quick study, retention as well as memorisation of the overall learning materials on a collective note. Therefore, it has been found that within the personal classroom education traditional education approaches have been quite effective and efficient. However, in the present situation, the majority of teachers provide online education due to the Covid-19 pandemic situation. Therefore, the majority of developed education institutes are trying to adequately blend learning approaches for students. In addition, these types of learning approaches majorly provide a better quality of knowledge as well as a learning experience for the students while students also feel attached and engaged with the teachers along with professors. Although, it has been identified that with the help of this kind of teaching approach the majority of students feel quite comfortable as well as get proper audio-visual knowledge in an effective manner.
As per the view of Lin and Chen (2017), although digital learning is quite favoured as flexible and enjoyable, however at most learning occurred in the residential phase of face-to-face learning experiences on a collective note. In addition, with the help of some effective as well as advanced technologies majority of teaching educations trying to provide better quality knowledge to their students in an effective manner because within the traditional learning way teachers feel that they are not able to provide better quality knowledge to their entire students and they also feel that within the traditional teaching approaches only a few students get proper knowledge but within the blending learning approaches every student have been received audio-visual learning experiences along with traditional learning experiences. Therefore, it has been clearly found that traditional learning approaches which majorly provided in previous decades are also quite important as well as effective but in the present situation with the help of blending learning approaches majority of teachers are able to provide traditional learning as well as digital learning in an effective manner. Therefore, after critical evaluation, it has been identified that in the present situation blending learning experience is more efficient rather than previous transitional learning approaches on a collective note.  
[bookmark: _Toc84679030]Recommendations based on evaluation 
Some of the recommendations have been majorly given after critical evaluation of traditional learning as well as blending learning in the past along with the modern generation. In addition, these recommended points will help the educational institutes to enhance the overall efficacy of the learning by cutting down various challenges strategically. The recommendations are as follow:
· The management of various educational institutes needs to provide a blending learning experience to their students in an effective manner as well as also require to recruit some talented and skilful teachers who are able to provide better teaching approaches by adopting blending teaching styles.
· The educational institutes are also required to adequate blending learning and therefore they need to provide a better and advanced digital set-up within the classroom by which talented teachers are able to provide blending learning experiences to their students. 
[bookmark: _Toc84679031]Conclusion
It can be concluded that with the help of blending learning, the majority of educational institute’s teachers are able to provide high-quality teaching to their students while students also feel quite engaged as well as attached with their respective subjects in an effective manner. Although, throughout this report study, it has been found that traditional learning is quite effective as well as efficient in previous decades but in the modern generation educational institutes as well as teachers need to adequate blending teaching approaches by which they are able to engage students and provide better quality learning experiences on a collective note. 
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