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                                                             Archival Exercise.

                                                       By Sarah J Page. Dec 2018.

The aim of this exercise is to provide a list of unpublished archival resources on two chosen subjects, 
(1.) The Peasants’ Revolt of 1381, and (2.) St Bartholomew the Great Priory Church, Smithfield. 
To demonstrate my research methodology, I shall accompany each entry with a brief consideration of the significance of the source and summarise by reflecting upon skills honed for future archival research. I shall begin my research by visiting the archives in London, (The National Archives, The Guildhall Library, The Metropolitan Archives). Dependant on the information that I obtain, I shall contact places of relevance, such as St Bartholomew the Great Church in order to hopefully consult archival records onsite. 

(1) The Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 was a major uprising across large parts of England. The revolt was the result of a series of socio-economic and political tensions, which included the Black Death, high taxes and unpopular leadership.


London
The National Archives (TNA)
E (Records of the Exchequer)
E 179 (Records of the King's Remembrancer, ‘Records Related to Lay and Clerical Taxation' )

The National Archives is the official archive and publisher for the UK government and for England and Wales. It is the guardian of some of our most iconic national documents. Here, I located a large series of detailed records relating to lay and clerical taxation (c 1190 to c1690).  Taxation was a contentious social/economic issue leading up to the rebellion. These archives are valuable records for my research, as they document the development of higher taxation and the imposition of poll taxes in 1377. The latter were discontinued after they contributed to the social unrest that fuelled the revolt of 1381. 
London
The National Archives (TNA) 
SC 8  (Special Collections: Ancient Petitions)
SC8/101 (Petitions to the King and Council)
SC8/101/5038 (‘Petitioners: John Cheyne Internal evidence refers to disturbance in 1381, connected with the Peasants' Revolt)

In the National Archives, amongst the legal documents dating to the early 1380’s are several legal petitions, one being the petition of a merchant named John Cheyn. He claimed to be the victim of threatening behaviour from a rebel named William Haysende. It is recorded that ‘Haysende, with many other unknown wrongdoers during the horrible uprising…on Tuesday 18 June 1381, came with force and arms to the petitioner's parsonage in Ugborough in Devon to kill and behead him’. The specific details of this statement are limited and possibly inaccurate, however this is just one of many testimonials attesting to violence, vandalism and lawlessness taking place in South West England during the uprising. 


London
The National Archives (TNA)
KB (Records of the Court of King's Bench and other courts)
KB 9 (Court of King's Bench: Crown Side: Indictments Files)
KB 9/166 (Subseries within KB 9 Terminer files)
KB 9/166/2 (KB 9 – Various Counties, Terminer Commission, Essex, held by Robert Tresilian and William Morers at Havering and Chelmsford. 1381.

Another archive of interest is the ‘Terminer Commission’, conducted at Havering and Chelmsford. The commissioners had been appointed in June 1381 to investigate ‘all treasons, felonies, trespasses, extortions, oppressions, damages, grievances and excesses done to the king's people in Essex’.  This extract records that the unpopularity of large landowners was an issue of contention in local communities, with opportunistic rebels seizing property and carrying out organised thefts and vandalism. Unfortunately, there are no qualifying records for these specific allegations, but the sheer number of serious allegations indicate the widespread disorder and social/economical conflict in parts of Southern England. 
London
The London Metropolitan Archives
COL (Cooperation of London)
COL/AD (Administration)
COLD/AD/01 (Letter Book) 
COL/AD/01/008 (Letter Book H writ to the City sheriffs pardoning those involved in the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381)

The London Metropolitan Archives is home to an extensive range of archives which relate specifically to the history of London. The Letter Books are a series of fifty folio volumes in vellum, containing entries of administrative matters concerning London between 1275- 1509. A sample image is available to view online and shows the ‘writ to the City sheriff, pardoning those involved in the revolt’. Without knowing the facts or the outcome, it is not possible to comprehend the accuracy of the aforementioned documents. However, we can understand that witness statements, pardons and legal disputes are evidence of the vast disruption that occurred during the revolt. These archives, collectively, allow me to better apprehend the range of affected people, the actions that rebels were willing to take and the consequences thereof.












(2) Saint Bartholomew the Great is London's oldest extant parish church. It was founded as a priory in 1123 by Rahere, an Anglo-Norman prebendary of St Paul's Cathedral. Multiple legends surround the church and the enigmatic figure of Rahere, however very few records exist prior to the reformation of 1538. 

London
The Guildhall Library
BSIDE 9.86
5486250272 (A certificate of burial in woollen cloth 1705).

The Guildhall Library is the local record office for the City of London. I had hoped to locate records here which might attest to the historic relationship between St Bartholomew the Great and the oldest livery companies in London. The Guildhall Library houses many sketches and maps, which could be relevant had I been looking further into historic legal disputes about the boundaries of the parish (which seem prevalent), yet I found little else that was unpublished. However, I did manage to locate some interesting records such as this certificate of burial, which describes the burial of an infant girl, Mary Wilcox, who ‘was not put in, wrapt or wound up, or buried in any shirt ... made or mingled with flax’. I had not been certain of the significance of this record, until research led me to The Burial in Woollen Acts 1666-80, which were an Act of Parliament by which the deceased (other than plague victims) were required to be buried in English wool, due to bolster the declining English wool trade.













London
The London Metropolitan Archives
COL (Cooperation of London)
CLC/521 (Small Family Collections)
CLC/521/MS20845 (Manuscript copy, of spiritual exercises and ghostly meditations 1554)

The London Metropolitan Archives hold an interesting copy of an archive dated to 1554, by William Penryn of ‘The Friars Preachers of Saint Bartholomew, Smithfield’. It relates to ghostly apparitions at Saint Bartholomew the Great, which has long been connected with hauntings, particularly in relation to the ghost of its founder, Rahere. This archive suggests that supernatural activity was recorded shortly after the dissolution of the priory, when, according to legend, the tomb of the founder Rahere was disturbed and his left foot was stolen.


London
The National Archives (TNA)
E (Records of the Exchequer)
Division within E (Records of the Treasury of the Receipt)
E 40 (Exchequer: Treasury of Receipt: Ancient Deeds, Series A)
E 40/1848 (Grant by John De Beauchamp, Knight, to Richard II of a Messuage and Two Shops, 1387)

The National Archives led me to a grant of shops and land, gifted by John de Beauchamp to Richard II in 1387, specifically a piece of land adjoining the Priory of St Bartholomew the Great. Coincidently my chosen subjects had overlapped, as this document referred to the revolt of 1381. The land in question, had originally been confiscated due to the De Beauchamp family allegedly supporting the rebels. This source was an accidental demonstration of how seemingly unrelated records, once amassed, can become important cross-referencing tools.
 





London 
St Bartholomew's Hospital Archives & Museum
SBHBP (Records relating to the Priory of St Bartholomew) 
SBHB/HC/26/1 (transcript of earlier documents relating to the sale of the priory site to Richard Rich, 1561) 

Saint Bartholomew's Hospital Archives house 2000 deeds, some of which pre-date the reformation. This inspeximus is an official transcript of earlier documents, detailing the previous sale of the dissolved priory site to Richard Rich in 1544. I understand from later sources that Rich returned some of the property to the crown under Mary I, shortly before her death. Therefore, this inspeximus appears to indicate the reclamation of the property by Rich under Elizabeth I. By cross-referencing this misleading document with published materials, I was able to begin to understand why Richard Rich appears to have owned the priory twice.


The National Archives are an excellent place to begin research, however trawling through archives requires tenacity, time and creativity. I found it immensely valuable to cross reference archives in order to establish tenuous links and validate connections. It was often necessary to alter my method of research, manoeuvring, often laterally, to engage with the exercise in ways that I had not initially anticipated. Only through a gradual process of elimination, did I begin to recognise patterns and reoccurring themes within my own search results. This exercise has required resisting my desire to merely accumulate archival information, in order to better explore and consider the resources that might aid future research. I hope that this experience has enabled me to confidently identify and interpret archives, recognising omissions, inconsistencies and lack of content as potential vantage points, rather than obsolete dead ends.
  	` 
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