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The Police of England and Wales have powers and procedures with strict legislation attached to actions they would take, such as an arrest or a stop and search. The police play a vital and active role due to their role of conducting arrests, working in accordance with human rights, and other procedures. The claim that the police play an active and significant role within the justice system in England and Wales is reasonable and correct. This essay will go over some of the procedures that a police officer needs to carry out, such as an arrest, being a witness in court, and carrying out a stop and search; adding some rules that they must follow and why it is significant in relation to the justice system. The use of legislation, such as the Police and Criminal Evidence Act and the Equality Act 2010, will also be discussed; stressing the importance of carrying out procedures while following the human rights of the individual.

[bookmark: _Int_99FVLSdS]The police carry out procedures on the public which needs to be regulated to ensure that no miscarriages of justice or misuse of authority occur. In 1984, the UK government enacted laws to ensure that these procedures are regulated and carried out properly. The main piece of legislation that the police must abide by is called the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) 1984 (Archer and Ellison, 2023). This is important as it regulates the actions of police officers in England and Wales, ensuring the safety of the public and increasing the trust in the police force. According to Cowan (2020), the code of practices within the (Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984) are revised and released every year from the home office to ensure that PACE is adapting to societal norms and with crime patterns occurring in England and Wales. This demonstrates the effectiveness of PACE as it is actively updated to deal with the issues the UK may face currently and in the future; ensuring that the needs and rights of the people are met.

The first procedure outlined in the (Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, C. 60) is the use and regulation of a stop and search. The introduction of PACE gave statutory powers to police officers allowing them to stop and search someone under specific conditions; mainly that a stop and search is only carried out if officers have reasonable suspicion that the person may have or be engaged in criminal activity and the ground must have an objective basis (Jones, 1985). This is important as the introduction of PACE gave limitations to when a police officer could stop and search someone, making sure that they must have prior intelligence that connects the person. However, according to Home Office (2023) “black British background have the highest disparity rate, at a rate 4.1 times higher than that of those from a white ethnic group”. These represent the rates of stop and search on the ethnicity of the individual, and it means that people of a black ethnic group are more likely to be searched than a person of white ethnicity. This outlines that the basis of a stop and search may be used more subjectively for police officers, potentially highlighting some racial biases when deciding if the need for a stop and search is necessary.

[bookmark: _Int_viB2nRaV][bookmark: _Int_JibrtZyC]The enactment of the (Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984) gave more powers to arrest an individual if: they are about to commit a crime; if the officer has suspicion that a crime is about to be committed; if the officer has reasonable suspicion that the individual has committed a crime (Archer and Ellison, 2023). These powers are similar to the powers of a stop and search where the officer must obtain reasonable suspicion before acting or else that arrest is unlawful. According to Archer and Ellison (2023), ”It is crucial that when removing someone’s liberty, a professional approach is taken and you must be clear about the powers you are using.” This suggests that when asked what powers an officer is using and what grounds they are arresting a suspect on, an officer has the obligation to answer. This plays a significant role in the justice system as it reinforces trust between the public and the police force because it builds transparency, the suspect knows what grounds they are being arrested on and what powers under what legislation the police officer is allowed to arrest for.

[bookmark: _Int_7LmNErL2]In the 1970s, there were calls and campaigns for new safeguards for suspects in custody due to miscarriages of justice, which brought about the introduction of the (Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984) due to the result of a wrongful conviction of three minors for murder (Newburn, Shiner, and Hayman, 2004). One important aspect of PACE was the introduction of a custody officer, a brand-new officer whose sole responsibility is the protection, enforcement and adhere to a standard that the rights of a suspect must be met while they are in custody; specifically, their role is to provide a comfortable environment for a suspect to live in, to supply the suspect with provisions, and ensuring that any force used against a detainee is within reasonable grounds (Newburn, Shiner, and Hayman, 2004). This was important for the process of the justice system as the introduction of the custody officer meant that you did not have to rely on the goodwill of a police officer; consequently, ensuring that the detainees needs are met. The introduction of PACE also introduced the use of tape-recording during interviews, which meant that it was harder for police officers to manipulate or abuse detainees, especially if they were mentally handicapped or underage (Arican, 2003). This demonstrates that the introduction of PACE has made the police force more transparent and gives more credibility towards interviews with suspects.

The establishment of the (Human Rights Act 1998, C. 42) codified the European Convention of Human Rights into English law. This meant that police officers in England and Wales were statutorily responsible for adhering to the human rights of the public while carrying out their role as police officers (Bullock and Johnson, 2012). According to Bullock and Johnson (2012), an officer described the introduction of human rights as they “had forced the police service to ‘stop and think’ about the outcomes of their practices on individuals.” This is important for the justice system as it caused officers to be more cautious about making a mistake which may intrude on the human rights of an individual, increasing the level of protection the public had legally. According to (Arican, 2003), the suspects in detention facilities were also given some legal protections in the form of human rights. These included: the right to one phone call; the right to free legal advice for vulnerable individuals, such as under-eighteens or mentally handicapped adults; and the right for vulnerable individuals to have a responsible adult present with them during an interview. This demonstrates the importance of the Human Rights Act in not only protecting people in public areas but also protecting people within the detainment of suspects; it also gave custody officers an active role in protecting the rights of those who are vulnerable, ensuring that their safety and well-being is maintained.

Police officers' testimony is a key aspect of a criminal trial in court as officers are perceived to be more credible than other witnesses. According to Brian (2021), the use of a witness who is well-educated, experienced, and credible can make their witness testimony more persuasive towards the jury, which is the case for police officers. However, Brian (2021) also argues that a jury only perceives someone as credible only if they seem confident, trustworthy, and obtain successful outcomes. All this is important as a police officer can play a vital role in the conviction of a criminal only if they have the confidence and the atmosphere of trustworthiness about their character, which can mostly be obtained with witness rehearsal and preparations before the court case.

One issue that is quite prevalent in policing is the racial biases of police officers and the use of a stop and search when dealing with an individual of black ethnicity. According to Cheadle (2021), “In 2019, disproportionality ratios have widened, police stopping 38 black people compared to only 4 in 1,000 white people.” However, the Independent Officer for Police Conduct’s Regional Director Sal Naseem gave recommendations to the Metropolitan Police, suggesting that they should: create a structure to ensure that leaders and supervisors have an active role in observing and addressing any trends in the use of stop and searches; not acting off the scent of cannabis alone as a basis to conduct a stop and search; ensuring police officers understand how their powers to conduct a stop and search can impact a person of an ethnic background (IOPC, 2020). These are important recommendations that can significantly change the negative impression the police have with ethnic minorities in the justice system, as these recommendations can make people of black ethnicity feel a lot safer and more trusting towards police officers and improving community relations with officers of a police force.

To a large extent, the police officers do play a significant and active role within the Justice system in England. This can be seen regarding the introduction of the (Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984) where police officers are obliged to answer what grounds, what powers under what legislation they can carry out procedures. This gives officers an active role in the justice system as it builds upon public relations, improving transparency, while also carrying out their role effectively. PACE and the introduction of the (Human Rights Act 1998) also saw the establishment of custody officers, whose job is to ensure the rights and needs of a suspect in detention are met. Finally, police play an active role within the justice system by presenting evidence as a witness.

Reference list
Archer, B. and Ellison, G. (2023) Police procedure and evidence in the criminal justice system. 1st ed. St Albans, England: Critical Publishing.
Arican, M. (2003) REGULATING DETENTION OF SUSPECTS IN ENGLAND AND WALES. Journal of Police Sciences, 5, pp.1-14.
Brian. D (2021) The Performance of Police Officers as Witnesses in Court: Exploring and Advancing Practice. Available at: https://clok.uclan.ac.uk/41310/1/41310%20Brian%2C%20David_DProf_Thesis%20Final%20Award%20Submitted%20Version%20August%202021.pdf (Accessed: 12th January 2024)
Bullock, K. and Johnson, P (2012) The impact of the Human Rights Act 1998 on policing in England and Wales. The British Journal of Criminology, 52(3), pp.630-650. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azr088 
Cheadle, C. E (2021) A Critical Assessment of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. Available at: https://www.friedmanomics.co.uk/post/a-critical-assessment-of-the-police-and-criminal-evidence-act-1984 (Accessed: 11 January 2024).
Cowan, D. (2020) Pace Odyssey. Available at: https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/analysis/pace-odyssey/5103452.article (Accessed: 11 January 2024).
Home Affairs Committee (2002) PART 1: AMENDMENTS TO PACE. Available at: https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200203/cmselect/cmhaff/83/8305.htm (Accessed: 11 January 2024).
[bookmark: _Int_fhKEUIbR]Home Office (2023) Police powers and procedures: Stop and search and arrests, England and Wales, year ending 31 March 2023. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/stop-and-search-and-arrests-year-ending-march-2023/police-powers-and-procedures-stop-and-search-and-arrests-england-and-wales-year-ending-31-march-2023 (Accessed: 11th January 2024).
Human Rights Act 1998. C. 42, Legislation.gov.uk, https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents (Accessed 11th January 2024)
IOPC (2020) Review identifies eleven opportunities for the Met to improve on stop and search. Available at: https://www.policeconduct.gov.uk/news/review-identifies-eleven-opportunities-met-improve-stop-and-search (Accessed: 12th January 2024)
Jones, S. (1985) The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. Modern law review, 48(6), pp. 679–693. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2230.1985.tb00869.x. 
Newburn, T., Shiner, M. and Hayman, S. (2004) RACE, CRIME AND INJUSTICE? Strip Search and the Treatment of Suspects in Custody. British Journal of Criminology, 44(5), pp. 677–694. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azh043.
Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. C. 60, Legislation.gov.uk, https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/contents (Accessed 9th January 2024)
