Critically evaluate the impact of crime and anti-social behaviour upon local communities, and examine the strategies used by the police service to address these issues. You may wish to consider examining the use of problem-solving models and evidence-based policing.
Through this essay it will cover what is anti-social behaviour (ASB), what do the police do to reduce this? What methods do they use to reduce ASB crimes, for example, POP and Hotspot models and evidence-based policing. Following that it will cover how ASB affects communities, how do the police and councils prevent ASB. Are people reporting ASB crimes? And finally, this essay will portray how ASB has affected communities for example, the Steven Lawrence case. There will be a brief overview of the case, and will cover how the police dealt with ASB after this case and how it affected communities. Problem-oriented policing will be known as POP throughout the essay.
Anti-social behaviour is 'behaviour by a person which causes, or is likely to cause, harassment, alarm or distress to persons not of the same household as the person' (Met. Police, 2023).
Depending on the number of individuals impacted, antisocial activity falls into one of three primary categories: Targeting a particular person or group is known as personal antisocial behaviour. Antisocial activity that causes disruption, discomfort, or misery to a society is known as nuisance behaviour. When an individual's behaviours have an impact on the larger environment, including public areas or structures, it is considered environmental antisocial conduct (Met. Police, 2023). By breaking all the types of ASB down makes it easier for the police or public to know which one is taking place (Met. Police, 2023).

College of policing (2023) use a resources toolkit to help officers tackle ASB, for example, “legislation and powers, evidence-based approaches for tackling ASB and drivers of ASB, and case studies and research projects from forces in England and Wales”. They use methods like hotspot policing and problem-solving policing to reduce ASB in high areas (College of policing, 2023). 

Hot spots are places where crime and disturbance are consistently high. Hot areas policing is a tactic used to lower crime rates. It focuses on activities and resources in high-risk areas. The technique is predicated on the notion that disorder and crime are concentrated in small areas rather than being dispersed uniformly throughout neighbourhoods. Redirecting resources to regions that consistently have high crime rates can effectively address crime issues (College of policing, 2022). This works by having high visibility on patrol this reduces the chance of offenders to commit a crime (College of policing, 2022). 
Routine activity theory states that for a crime to occur, a suitable target (such as a victim or piece of property) and a prospective offender must be present at the same location and time. This is necessary if there isn't a capable guardian (College of policing, 2022). A limitation to this method of approach to reduce ASB is that college of policing have only looked at the short term and not the long-term effect (College of policing, 2022).

The next approach they use is problem solving policing it can also be known as problem-oriented policing (POP) (College of policing, 2022). The approach for this method is to identify of a specific problem, thorough analysis to understand the problem, development of a tailored response and assessment of the effect of the response (College of policing, 2022). This method suggests it may take longer to reduce crime but influences communities (College of policing, 2022).
They use the method is predicated on the idea that finding and comprehending the underlying causes of an issue, or the circumstances that permit it to persist, results in a workable solution (College of policing, 2022). For example, they use the SARA model for problem solving, the SARA model stands for scanning, analysis, response, and assessment (College of policing, 2022).

These methods working together to tackle ASB in high areas by having an officer stand in the middle of the Hotspot area (College of policing, 2022).
The police are reducing ASB crimes by having officer in communities on patrol in neighbourhoods watching the community, 80% of officers do this to help reduce ASB rates (HM Government, 2010) When combined with community engagement and problem-solving, targeted foot patrol increased public confidence in the police, perceptions of crime, and feelings of safety, as well as reducing crime, according to the evaluation of the local pilots of neighbourhood policing (College of policing, 2021).

Leicester police safeguard and assist witnesses as well as victims in our comprehensive approach to dealing with anti-social behaviour, which includes prevention as well as rehabilitation. We will also direct suspected offenders to appropriate support services when needed. Since every instance of antisocial behaviour is different, so this is the way they respond to complaints about it; the specifics of each case will determine the course of action they take (Leicester city council, 2023).

West Yorkshire police have a low level of ASB. Since West Yorkshire Police take this seriously, they have increased the number of neighbourhood officers to collaborate with local businesses and residents to find practical solutions to anti-social behaviour and other issues that arise in the community (West Yorkshire police, 2023). Antisocial behaviour can turn a neighbourhood into a dangerous and unpleasant place to work, live, and unwind. which is why law enforcement, local governments, the West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service, and other governmental and non-profit organisations make use of their authority to identify the source of the issue and implement preventative measures (West Yorkshire police, 2023). West Yorkshire police have many ways they reduce ASB in their area, for example, Closure powers allow for the closure of properties that are being used or are anticipated to be used for disruptive or obnoxious purposes. Closures may endure for a maximum of six months. A breach of a closure order may result in fines and/or up to six months in jail (West Yorkshire police, 2023), by the police doing this it will bring down the ASB rates and stop groups or gangs from hanging out in abandum places (West Yorkshire police, 2023). 

Another example can be dispersal orders: these can be used to get people out of a specific area if antisocial behaviour, criminal activity, or disorder are present or anticipated. It is also possible to send someone under the age of 16 back home. Failing to comply may result in a fine and/or three months in prison (West Yorkshire police, 2023), research shows that ASB cases are a high percentage from adolescents (Crawford, 2008). 

The public's confidence and satisfaction are severely impacted when police fail to attend to and respond appropriately to ASB issues, as evidenced by a clear and consistent pattern of events (HMIC, 2010). An example to this would be Fiona Pilkington’s case she phoned the police 33 times due to ASB attacks and the police showed up 8 times out of the 33 and Fiona ended up killing her and her daughter because of the lack of caring from the police (HSAB, 2023).

The next part will discuss how ASB affects communities. ASB is still a major concern in Wales and England. According to the most recent data from the Crime Survey for England and Wales, a record high of 39.6% of respondents reported having experienced or witnessed ASB where they live, and the police have recorded 1.5 million instances of ASB (Vicky Heap, 2021), According to data from the British Crime Survey, those who identify as having high levels of ASB are likely to be unemployed, live in one of the ten most deprived areas, rent socially, and have experienced criminal activity (Vicky Heap, 2021) people who are living in deprived areas are likely to be causing ASB due to the lack of trust in community, or even to have attention from others (Vicky Heap, 2021). 

Having a high level of ASB crimes can weaken the trust in community, the golden thread that unites strong communities is the principle of treating others how we want to be treated.  That thought and the peace of mind that comes from living where we call home is the source of so much of our pride and happiness. However, there is a tiny minority whose antisocial behaviour makes life miserable for others (GOV.UK, 2023).
66% of people who saw or experienced ASB in the previous 12 months reported that the incident(s) had caused them to alter their behaviour. As can be seen, avoidance was the most common behavioural impact, with 51% of participants reporting having engaged in at least one of the listed avoidance behaviours (GOV.UK,2023). Research revealed that people tended to act accordingly, avoiding neighbourhoods or areas late at night, driving further to get home, or utilising taxis rather than walking (GOV.UK,2023). 

Research shows that 51% of people avoid their community, 36% avoid certain areas within their community and 24% of people go out less (GOV.UK,2023), this shows that majority of people’s lives have been impacted by ASB and feel the need to stay home then go out and socialise, being impacted by or witnessing ASB incidents was another frequently reported impact. Almost one in five (18%) said that the ASB made them take additional security measures, like buying CCTV cameras or setting up alarms to make them feel safe in their own home (GOV.UK,2023).

Research shows that in contrast ASB has brought some communities together due to the incidents, this sense of community cohesion was understood to be characterised by communication about events within the community, maintaining one another's safety, and having a common objective (like stopping ASB) (GOV.UK,2023) by communities standing together and tackling ASB it should make the individuals causing ASB to stop as it may make them feel threatened and seen (GOV.UK,2023).

Research shows covid-19 impacted ASB. According to 67% of survey participants, the COVID-19 pandemic may have contributed to changes in ASB levels in their community. Overall, 56% of respondents believed it contributed "a lot" or "a little" to ASB's increase, while 11% believed it contributed "a little" or "a lot" to ASB's decrease. Qualitative interviews with people who had seen or experienced ASB revealed that the perceived rise could be attributed to either more time spent at home, which would give offenders more opportunity to commit ASB, or to victims' increased awareness of incidents happening in and around their homes. The COVID-19 pandemic's perceived increase in ASB raises the possibility that the effects experienced also increased (GOV.UK,2023). This suggest that the offender had more time to commit crimes as they were stuck home and had time to think about it and then go out and do it and not be caught, due to the fact not many people would be out (GOV.UK,2023).

ASB can affect individuals not just communities. This can impact an individual’s impact of life, 92% of people are impacted by ASB (GOV.UK,2023). The ASB categories that were most likely to significantly lower participants' quality of life was noisy or loud music, unruly neighbours, sexual ASB, and issues with out-of-control dogs (GOV.UK,2023). Annoyance and anger were the most prevalent emotional impacts. Loss of confidence and fear were also prevalent. Approximately 20% of individuals who had witnessed or experienced ASB within the previous year reported experiencing more severe psychological consequences, like depression and anxiety/panic attacks (GOV.UK,2023). All these types of ASB can affect an individual and not just a community, by them being affect can lead to serious situations such as suicide (GOV.UK,2023).

Stephen Lawrence was a high-profile case linked to ASB; Stephen was murdered back in April 1993 by 5 white youth boys. Research suggest it was a racist attack and Stephen did not know the boys and they did not know him. Five suspects were detained following the first police investigation, but they were found not guilty. In 1998, there was a public investigation into how Stephen's case was handled (Stephen Lawrence day, 2023). 
There are recent developments that there was a sixth suspect, and this was mishandled at the time by the police (House of commons library, 2023). The evidence for the sixth suspects suggests that his name was Matthew White, he was previously treated as a witness and not a suspect (House of Commons library, 2023). In 2000 and 2013, Matthew White was investigated by the Met and charged after being deemed a suspect once more. Afterwards, the CPS decided there was insufficient evidence to pursue the case, and the charges were dropped (House of Commons library,2023). 

From researching it has shown that the Met police are now taking an action plan to improve policing for black people (NPCC, 2023). There have been many events were its to do with racism for example the Brixton riots in 1981, Stephen Lawrence in 1983 in London (NPCC, 2023). They use methods such as neighbourhood policing, stop search and protests. Police introduce a more diverse and inclusive to help the programme (NPCC,2023). To ensure that there is no longer a debate to be had regarding policing and institutional racism, it is important to examine how policing functions and challenge the policies, procedures, operations, and cultures in policing where racism, bias, and discrimination exist (NPCC,2023). By the police taking these actions to prevent racism within their staff it will take time for it to happen and to tackle but this should prevent the number of crimes happening linked to police officers (NPCC,2023).

To conclude this essay, it has shown that ASB is still happening, but the policing methods are working and reducing crimes throughout Wales and England. According to research, West Yorkshire police (2023) have low levels of ASB because they have implemented neighbourhood watch, where offenders face fines or jail time depending on the seriousness of their actions. Additionally, police close any locations with high ASB to prevent large gatherings of people (West Yorkshire police, 2023). Research shows that people who have witnessed or experienced ASB avoid certain areas due to the high effect of ASB in that community (GOV.UK,2023). On the other hand, ASB has brought some communities together to tackle ASB in that area and to put a stop to ASB (GOV.UK,2023). ASB can impact an individual, 92% of people lives are impacted by ASB. The categories that impact an individual are significantly lower participants' quality of life was noisy or loud music, unruly neighbours, sexual ASB, and issues with out-of-control dogs (GOV.UK,2023). Stephen Lawrence was murder by a racist attack back in 1993 by 5 white youths, there was no reason for his murder the attackers did not know Stephen and Stephen did not know them (Stephen Lawrence day, 2023). To prevent a racism event taking place again the met police are taking an action plan to reduce racism crimes in the area, to reduce this the met will use methods such as neighbourhood policing, stop search to prevent crime taking place (NPCC,2023).
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